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THE DAVID G GELDARD COLLECTION 
of BRITISH PRE-GROUPING RAILWAY TICKETS 

The collection was started in 1956 and over the years has developed into a specialised collection restricted to tickets 
of the British pre-grouping railway companies. For the purposes of the collection the term “pre-grouping” is defined 
as: 

(a) any company that is listed as a Constituent Company or Subsidiary Company in the First Schedule to The 
Railways Act 1921 [11 & 12 Geo. 5, ch. 55]; 

(b) any company that was a constituent of a company under (a) above; 
(c) any railway owned jointly by one or more of the companies under (a) and/or (b) above; 
(d) any railway owned jointly by a main line company under (a) above and a company that became part of 

the London Passenger Transport Board on 12 April 1933 but only insofar as tickets provided by the main 
line company are concerned. 

In some isolated instances a company under (a) above supplied another company falling outside the definition with 
through tickets onto its own system or onto lines that it worked. These are included in the collection. 

The collection is a ‘types’ collection, assembled to enable the student to gain an understanding of the categories of 
traffic that a railway company wished to attract, from passengers making a single or return journey at the full 
ordinary fare, through the excursionist, the tourist, the workman and those many others entitled to some form of 
reduced fare travel, to a dog or article that accompanied a passenger. It includes tickets for omnibus, shipping and 
ancillary services operated by the companies. 

A types collection traces the development of each category of ticket from its introduction throughout the life of the 
company, showing how and why the print format on the tickets was changed. To this end tickets are collected 
irrespective of the actual journeys for which they are issued, and no attempt is made to assemble items that represent 
all the stations on a given company’s system. No index to the stations represented in the collection has been 
compiled but the PDFs are fully searchable and this enables individual stations to be located. 

Because of the extensive annotation throughout the collection it is considered to be a unique record of British 
railway ticket practice from 1830 to 1923. It is the result of sustained research over a 60 year period during which 
much time has been spent with the RAIL records of the National Archives and of the National Records of Scotland. 
All known books and other publications dealing specifically with tickets have been read, amongst these specific 
mention must be made of the Journal of The Transport Ticket Society and its predecessor organisations. All 
significant company histories have been consulted and notes have been taken from all the principal railway 
periodicals from the late 19th century onwards. 

Most important, however, is the wide range of public and private ticket collections that have been studied and 
analysed. The major public collections are those in the National Railway Museum York, the National Archives 
(particularly the Hayward collection) and Birmingham Public Library (the Bett collection). Also significant are 
holdings of the Bodleian Library Oxford (the John Johnson collection), John Rylands University Library of 
Manchester (the Edmondson family collection), London Transport Museum, the Tolson Memorial Museum 
Huddersfield (the Jacomb collection) and the Fritz Hellmuth collection at the Deutsches Technikmuseum in 
Berlin. Major collections in trust are those of the Great Western Trust (assembled by the late Charles Gordon 
Stuart and the late Mike Ogden) and of the Midland Railway Society in the Midland Railway Study Centre at 
The Silk Mill Museum of Making in Derby (the Roy F Burrows collection). Over the years more than 60 private 
collectors have kindly allowed access to their tickets, many are regrettably no longer with us but I record my 
appreciation to them all. Between them, these sources have provided a research base of well over a quarter of a 
million tickets. 
 
 
  



USING THE PDFs 
 
The PDFs have been compiled using Nuance but are fully readable and searchable with standard Adobe software. 
A small glitch is that while reading some volumes a pop-up may appear containing the message “The font ‘Courier’ 
contains a bad /BBox”. This is due to the sensitivity of the error settings in Adobe reader. 
 
Should this happen simply CLICK OK and carry on as normal. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PAGE FORMS 

Company introduction pages  

These are provided for most of the smaller companies. Each page includes a map together with historical notes 
drawn from the available sources, primary if possible. When sources differ that considered to be the most reliable 
is used. Information on station opening and closing dates is taken from Railway Passenger Stations in Great Britain 
– A Chronology by Michael Quick (Railway & Canal Historical Society) using the most up-to-date edition at the 
time of compilation or amendment. This is by far the most reliable source for such data. 

Background information pages 

These may be text pages (in a Word document within the volume or as scans) containing background notes designed 
to assist understanding of the tickets in the volume, and/or scans of relevant documents. 

Conditions of issue (ticket backs) pages 

The information printed on the back of a ticket is often essential in placing it in its proper time frame. As appropriate, 
therefore, and usually at the start of any volume, one or more pages illustrating ticket backs are included, with each 
particular back being given what is for the railway company concerned a unique reference. As each volume is 
designed to be self-contained some such pages may be repeated in more than one volume. 
 
Ticket pages 

Most pages show edmondson or punch tickets together with commentary thereon. Most tickets in the collection are 
originals although extensive use is also made of photographs and photocopies. The conditions of issue or other print 
on the back of a ticket is indicated either in the commentary or below the ticket at the left hand side thereof, in 
either case using a reference as explained in the above section. 

If the date of issue is known then this is noted below an original ticket at the right hand side thereof, or below a 
copy at the left hand side thereof using the notation dd.mm.yy with the month given in a standard two-letter 
abbreviated form no matter how the date is shown on the actual ticket. If a ticket is not dated then “Undated” is 
shown and if the date is not fully legible then the abbreviation ‘Illeg’ is used. 

When a copy ticket is shown any notation at the right hand side is a source reference and can be ignored. 

Whole return tickets are very much more difficult to find than singles and the collection therefore makes extensive 
use of severed halves. When two non-matching halves are placed in contact then care has been taken to ensure that 
together they illustrate the print layout of a whole ticket even though journey and other details may be inconsistent. 

Some pages show paper and large card tickets, including season tickets. Generally speaking these are not 
annotated and the backs are either illustrated on the same page or on the immediately following page.  

http://dd.mm/


DATING OF MIDLAND RAILWAY TICKETS 

The table to the right shows the way in which the date of issue was 
shown on Midland tickets for the years 1887 to 1922, and on Midland 
section tickets of the LM&SR for 1923 to 1925. Except in 1892 the date 
30 September is used to show the order in which the day, month and year 
are placed. 

Commencing on 25 January 1892 (Superintendent of the Line Circular 
No 590), the date order was rotated on a three-year cycle. The reason 
for starting the scheme was to facilitate detection of fraudulent use of 
tickets. From 1 January 1926 the Midland scheme was replaced by the 
LM&SR rotating scheme. 

In practice, dates between the 1st and the 9th day of the month were 
nearly always shown using one digit, i.e. 1, 2, 3 etc. The abbreviations 
normally used for the months were JAN, FEB, MAR, APR, MAY, JUN, 
JUL, AUG, SEP, OCT, NOV and DEC; exceptions that have been seen 
on more than one ticket are APL and SEPT. 

Until 1899, two digits were always used for the year. In 1900, 00 is the 
most common indication, but both 900 and 1900 were also used. From 
1901 onwards, the year was shown either as 901, 902 etc or as 1901, 
1902 etc, the three digit form being the more common. 

The Midland booking clerks were extremely good at interpreting the 
scheme correctly and not making mistakes in its use, and errors are few. 

All the information given in the table has been checked from actual 
tickets without making any assumptions. 

SEP 30 87 
SEP 30 88 
SEP 30 89 
SEP 30 90 
SEP 30 91 
JAN 24 92 

92 JAN 25 
30 SEP 93 
SEP 30 94 
95 SEP 30 
30 SEP 96 
SEP 30 97 
98 SEP 30 
30 SEP 99 
SEP 30 00 
901 SEP 30 
30 SEP 902 
SEP 30 903 
904 SEP 30 
30 SEP 905 
SEP 30 906 
907 SEP 30 
30 SEP 908 
SEP 30 909 
910 SEP 30 
30 SEP 911 
SEP 30 912 
913 SEP 30 
30 SEP 914 
SEP 30 915 
916 SEP 30 
30 SEP 917 
SEP 30 918 
919 SEP 30 
30 SEP 920 
SEP 30 921 
922 SEP 30 

30 SEP 923 
SEP 30 924 
925 SEP 30 
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MIDLAND RAILWAY STEAMBOATS 

The history of Midland Railway steamer services finds its origin in The Morecambe Harbour & Railway Company, which 
was authorised to build a line from Lancaster to Poulton-le-Sands. The MH&RC was vested in the North Western Railway 
before opening on 12 June 1848 and Poulton was renamed Morecambe in 1850. The NWR completed its line through from 
Skipton to Lancaster on 1 June 1850, it was worked by the Midland from 1 June 1852, leased from 1 January 1859 and 
purchased with effect from 1 January 1871. 

The NWR purchased its first steamboat in 1852 and commenced a Morecambe - Piel Pier (Barrow) service, later that year 
sailings to Belfast commenced. Following enlargement of the harbour facilities at Barrow and the passenger opening of the 
Furness & Midland Railway on 6 June 1867 the Belfast service was transferred from Morecambe to Piel at the beginning of 
September that year, and in May 1868 a partnership between the Midland, the Furness Railway and James Little & Company 
was formally agreed under the title Barrow Steam Navigation Company. The MR brought their three vessels Roe, Talbot 
and Sherburne to the partnership, Little added its steamer Herald which had commenced a Piel - Isle of Man service on 1 
July 1867. Edmondson tickets for the BSNCo were printed and supplied by the Midland. 

BSNCo sailings from Piel Pier continued until 1881, on 1 June that year the Isle of Man service was transferred to a new, 
deep-water berth at Ramsden Dock Barrow followed by the Belfast service on 1 October. Connecting train services were 
similarly transferred from Piel to Ramsden Dock. From a Midland standpoint the BSNCo partnership did not prove 
particularly successful, this coupled with increasing pressure for Irish traffic and the then totally inadequate freight facilities 
at Morecambe led the Midland to build a new harbour at Heysham together with a rail link from there to Morecambe. These 
opened on 1 September 1904, when a new steamboat Antrim made an overnight crossing from Heysham to Belfast in 
connection with a boat train from St. Pancras. Douglas sailings from Heysham commenced on 1 June 1905. 

The opening of Heysham severely affected traffic on the sailings from Ramsden Dock, this culminated in the Midland buying 
out its partners in the BSNCo, winding this up in 1907, and in the Barrow - Belfast sailings being reduced from a daily to a 
thrice-weekly service from 1 January that year. The service did not survive the Great War, its cancellation was announced 
in an advert in Belfast News-letter dated 28 October 1914 and it was never resumed. At the grouping the LM&SR inherited 
the steamers then plying from Heysham to Belfast and to the Isle of Man, the City of Belfast, Duchess of Devonshire, 
Antrim, Londonderry and Manxman, together with the tug Wyvern which was obtained in 1905 and used for towing, pleasure 
trips and passenger services between Heysham and Fleetwood. 

On the following pages those tickets with serial numbers ending in 00 or 50 are from a specimen book that allegedly was at 
one time in the possession of John Mathieson, the Midland General Manager from 1901. If so it was not completed by or 
for him as he died on 9 August 1906 and the book contained tickets with dates through to 1922. Unfortunately it was broken 
up and the tickets dispersed without being properly recorded. 

The majority of tickets involving travel by BSNCo and then Midland boats carried conditions limiting liability in accordance 
with the Merchant Shipping Acts. These are shown below. 
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Midland Railway Co.'s Steamers. 
This ticket is issued subject to thepubfisned oonditums arrangccueurs of the Co. and nu the emulitious that tl,uy 

any passenger beyond the amount limited by the Merchant t Shipping Acts, nor for any loss whatever caused by perils of z 
 liability in respect of any loss whatever thatmay be sustained by ini  

the sea or weather or arising off the Co.'s own lines_ 

CATTLE DROVER. (FARE Is. Od.) 

a 
HEYSHAM 

-_.
& BELFAST 

(Stoned on Steamer X.05)ONDER.R14 

Midland Railway Co.'s Steamers. 
SINGLE BERTH STATE ROOM TICKET. 

Available for  ONE JOURNEY ONLY 
when accompanied by SALOON Ticket (7.) 
& on the date named hereon. 

HEYSHAM to BELFAST r 
ROOM No. .A _ FARE 2s. ed. 

(Issued on S.S. LONDONDERRY) 

Midland Railway Co.'s Steamers. 
STATE ROOM TICKET.  C: 

A vatlablc for ONE JOURNEY ONLY 
when accompanied by SALOON Ticket & 
on the date named hereon. 

HEYSHAMt0DOUGLAS(Iall)r- 
ROOM No. a _ FARE 5s. ad. 

(Issued..oa-SIS: ARM MI() 74) 

MIDLAND RAILWAY STEAMER ONLY - SINGLE COUPON 

Ordinary singles. The backs are blank. 
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Singles for cattle dealers and drovers. The backs are blank. 

Supplementary tickets for upgrading accommodation on board the steamers. The backs are blank. 

Midland Railway Co.'s Steamers. 
INTERMEDIATE STATE ROOM TICKET. C9 
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MIDLAND RAILWAY STEAMER ONLY - ORDINARY RETURNS 

From the manuscript dates on specimen tickets it appears that the conditions on steamer tickets were changed at some time 
between December 1909 and April 1911 to include a clause disclaiming liability for incidents arising off the Company's own 
line - conditions B12 on return tickets. 

In 1912 the Midland added large reference numbers to its rail tickets, the commonest being 1 for most first class issues, 2 
for most third class and 3 for all excursions. Their purpose is not yet known. On return tickets the numbers were usually 
printed on the backs of the tickets, the setting of the conditions being changed in order to accommodate them. Conditions 
B13 reflect this changed setting, but the numbers themselves are omitted, perhaps they were not relevant to tickets for 
steamer travel only. 

Reference numbers did, however, appear on some later tickets in conditions B4. The view could have been taken that even 
if they were irrelevant it was simpler for them to be printed rather than use specially amended blocks. Use of the numbers 
was discontinued in about 1918 and conditions then reverted to form B13. These continued on the backs of Actual and 
Revised Fare tickets. 
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per 

rain. 
11) to 

BOUR 

M.R.Cos.St'nars 
SPECIAL  

EXCURS/ON.  
BELFAST to 

BARROWRam,:rk , 
S A L 0 0 r11 

FARE 12s. Cl.' 

CQuayEl 
Doneg- 

ST 
(2) 

5 0 0 s  
IL 

Ill to 
Dock) 

STrEE AGE. 
See back 

Mi 
A 

WHI 
Doug 
BAR 

MR.Cos.Stms 
AFTERNOON SAIL N 
WHITSUNTIDE EXC'N. 
Barrow cRams.Dock) to 
DOUGLAS (Isle of Man) 

STEERAGE. 
FARE 2s. Od. 

500 

2 0 0 
Mi amers 
SH SION Av'etbl per bill a 
Heys 
DO IofM) 
ST 'E G 
(2) (SEE IACII) 

\ 
SHORT DATE 

EXCURSION. 
DOUGLAS (I. of M.) & 
HEYSHAM HARBOUR 

5 0 0 
Mi mers 

SAL00N.z 
See hack - - - - -  

A 
WHI 

Doug 
BAR 

IL 
N. 

11) r 
Dock- ) 

MR.Cos.Stms 
AFTERNOON SAIL 
WHITSUNTIDE EMS. 
Barrow (Ragoys.Dock) to 
DOUGLAS( tofMac) 

SALOON. 
FARE 3s. Od. 

to 

Midland Ely. 
SHORT DATE 

EXCURSION.  
Heysham Harbour 

AC ( cEH  

E H SE Y R 

AS Isle 

M.R. HALF DAY 
SEA EXCURSION 
MAY 30th.  1014.  
rieysliam to 
DOUGLAS Isle of Man 
STEERAGE 

Hal 

EXC'N 
14. 

an to 
31 

000 

4 4 ay 
ION 
per 
ain, 

to 
SOUR 

ST 
(SEE BACK)' 

133ELF'A.S'Y 
•  

STEERAGE. 

144 

Mid. Mylos9tegers 
LO 
bill 

HEY 
,STEERAGE. 

See hack 

MR.Cos.Stms 
LONG DATE 

EXCURSION 
Heysham i Harbour to 
BELFAST 

- 
STEERAGE. 

100 

MIDLAND RAILWAY STEAMER ONLY — EXCURSIONS 

Tickets with conditions B11. 

David  Geldard
StrikeOut



0 0 Cos. Steamers 
12AsimioNm.. RSION. 

'   s per  111teldi 
to 

A : '  SOUR 
SA 

See back 

M.R.Cos.Stms 
LONG DATE 

EXCURSION 
Heysham Harbour to 

BELFAST 

S A  

Mid.Rly. 
1:4"a9,

l
, 

bill ad 
B E 

HEYS 

S A L 
FARE 6 

5 -GC   

/41/ Ii 
0 0 

DA  Ca  ION. 
Heys r & 
DO ,ofMao 

1 
See 

M.R.Cos.S . 
DAY E 

Douglas Isl. of Man & 
HEYSHAM  HARBOUR 

SA 
46 

/2// V/Y., 
5 (9 0 

Mid. auier 
OA N. 
Heys ur 
DO ()Man 

ST E A 
42 See ba 

M.R.Cos.Stms., 
DAY EXCIL • 

Douglas Isle of Mari A 
EYSHAM HARBOUE 
STEERAGE. 
FAR sAt d 

(30 

i:/// 4,7 
`bo o 

t .aniers 
EN.C. 
AS per 

bill 

Heys inFd. 
DO fMan 

S A 

M.R.Cus,Stme 
SHORT DATE 

EXCURSION, 
Douglas Isle of Man a 
HEYSHAM HARBOUR 

SALOON. 
FARE sAd. 

wSig 
0 

/.41/ 
Mid,Itly, eaetiaers 
SPE RSION 
13111 
Heys r & 
DO fMan 

.R
kE 

M Co'CIALsStimrs 
S  szounszorg. 

Douglas Isle of Man & 
HEYSHAM HARBOUR 

SA 00 N. 
00 

SPE ° 
:kb 

,111 
Heys 
DO 
S T 

DI.R Co'St'lurs 
SPECIAL mletrtretstore. _ 

Douglas Isle of Man 
HEYSHAM HARBOUR 

STEERAGE. 

2O0 

MIDLAND RAILWAY STEAMER ONLY - EXCURSIONS 

Tickets with conditions B12. The skeleton R overprint on the return half will usually have been in the smaller, more pointed 
version that was in use from about 1911. 

Tickets with conditions B13. The issue of excursion tickets was suspended early in the Great War and not resumed until 
1920. 

/ 
/ .1-: /"9  ..., 0 

Mid. o!l. Stoamerh 
SIFE 30-i... 
AV'ttb F

Wieirr
a pig 

bill 
Heys ur 
DO  1 I.ofhlan 

8T A 0 
AOC See back c 

0# j  M.R.Cos.Stms lq SHORT DATE 
EXCURSION, 
Douglas Isle of Man A 
HEYSHAM HARBOUR 

STEERAGE. 
FARE Ss/..  36d. 

David  Geldard
StrikeOut



3 2 0 0 
MID. Rly Cos. Steamers 

WEE • al • ET.  
%turd 
Av'able haftei 

TU SEAT 

Medi 
e, so
e. 

BELT T to 
BAR D.s. ock) 

SAL' N. 
— — Bee back • 55 A sa 
M.R.Co.'sStms W 4-67-; 
Available on P=1,1:0 
day of issue only.  

WEEK -END TICKET. 
Barrow (Rams.Dock) to 

BELFAST 
SALOON. 

1 
MID 

A 
Heys a 
DO GLA 

S N'\ 
(2) (2) (SEE BACK 

( - 
Midland Ely, 

CO.'S STEAMERS 
AFTERNOON SAIL 
DOUGLAS (I. of M c 

HEYSHAM HARBOUR 

S A L 0 N. 
( 21111R8 

1 0 0 0 
MERS 
IL 

s. 
R  Il S 
a  II .1Fer  0 
G LA 

& 
of M) 

MID 
A 

Heys 
DO 

ST =E 
2) (SEE 

Midland Ely. 
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AFTERNOON SAIL 
DOUGLAS (I. of M.) & 
HEYSHAM HARBOUR 

STEERAGE. 
— 0010 

'110%"1  
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T. 
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A'il 
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Heys to 
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HEYS AM HARBOUR 

S A L • N 
C. O. 
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follow 
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W .K END TI T. 

Aso after 
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followi , as 
advert s. 
Doug as o an) to 
HEYS A HA OUR 

GE. A 
(SEE BACK) 

M.R.Co.'sfitnis 
Available on I  g 
day of Issue only. 
WEEK-END TICKET. 
Heysham Harbour to 
DOUGLAS (Isle of Mast) 

STEERAGE. 
FAR s Od. 

/21/ 

MID. RIAos 
WE 
ab 
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follow' g 
advert e 
Heys a 
DO L 
SAp  
4. See back 

M.R.Co.'sStms 
Available on 
day of  male only. 

itmass 
eGers 

ICKET. 
TiBR4,1 

AY a, as S. 
our & 
ofMan 

/1 Li/ r/ 174 
MID.Rlyoos 
LO1 G 'DATE- END Av. to 'after 
SATU ding 
the M win; 
date flood 
by 
Heyslal 1 ur to 
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S L 0 
0027R Asoo back 

Available on \\' 1,;"; 
day of issi.e only 
LONG DATE 

BELFAST to 
HEYSHAM HARBOUR 

-------4 - 
SA  

C. 0. 
27R.A 0010 

MID. Rly  
Av

WE  
ab 

datur 
folio 
edve 
Heys a 
DO iL 
ST E A s 

Sec back 

M.R.Co.'sStms 
Available, on 
day of issue only. 

WEEK-END TICKET.  
Douglas Isle of Man k 
HEYSHAM HARBOUR 

STEERAGE. 
FARE 6s, 6d. 

 00  

e er 
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lth aftg. 
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s. 
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.ofMan 
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AFTERNOON  SAIL 
Douglas Isle of Man it 
HEYSHAM HARBOUR 

K TEERA0E. 
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-DATE- 
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- END 
Av' after 

the M wing 
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HEYSHAM HARBOUR 
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27R A 
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LON 
Av aid 
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e ST ERAGE 
Sea back 

ly 414terfers 
EEEND 
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Dock) 
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-v'able on 
- day of issue only. 
LONG DATE WEEK-END 
Barrow (Rarns•Dock) to 

BELFAST 
BY DIRECT STEAMER 

S TEERAGE. 

1000   

MIDLAND RAILWAY STEAMER ONLY - OTHER TYPES 

The conditions are as indicated. 

MID. R1y osQteaers 
LO K END 

latter 
SA' DA Rine tiding 
the M ND Y we Poll wing 
date o lse e, as adv Used 
by tie 
Doug as (Isle o an) to 
HEYS AA OUR 
S L 

(SEE BACK) 
;7"'"-'s M.R.Co.'sStms t„. 

Available on 
day of issue only. 
LONG DATE WEEK-EID 
Heysham Harbour to 
DOUGLAS (Isle of INT 

S A L 0 0 N. 
FA 

L (1  
MID. Riaod3teOleis 
LON K - END 

I toRETURE latter 
SA DA Rine tiling 
the M ND Y we foil wing 
date o las e, as adv Used 
by th B 
Doug as ( Sle o an) to 
HEYS A MA OUR 
ST ERAGE • (SEE BACK) 
M.R.Co.'sStins ,?= 
Available o ❑ \ \ 14' i o 
day of issue yob 4 
LONG DATE  WEEK-END 
Heysham Harbour to 
DOUGLAS (He of Mdc) 

STEERAGE. 
FARE S. Od. 
5.00 

WEEK-END TICKET. 
DougliSIsle of Man & 
HEYSHAM HARBOUR 

SALOON. 
FARE Sc, Od. 

‘(:)() 
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StrikeOut
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i• not crar.fer•t,. 
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7 
This Ticket is evadable for a servant 
If a lholwey cos hi', With, or Child 
dependant on hint, and is trained aub. 
jIIet (1) it. the general rules and ream 
Whin. of the Cu. over whose line or 
art wh.e stem.mimets the holder in 

d travelling, an co it. in, conditions 
that the Midland Co. and all other 
Can over whom milt/aye sr on whom 
etawroboeta it shall be available, eon 
held hoe tone eny nrapownbility 
or liability fur any lose or ury 
sustained by the person am/ailing 
wish it ertiang from any cane. .hag 
aver, and the use of the tied. eltall 
be uken al an agrtettarod by the 
bolder to he, bound b/ such Its, 
escalations sod nonebtkus. This 
pnviretre ticket to not transferebla. 
and any pronon diepereng of, or making 
improp,r use of ix, well be liable to 
prosanormo, snd in addition, if a 
advent of a Railway Co., wal 
diamioserl from the ...ILA of So. Co. 
•bywhoro he is enaldoyed 

F6 

MIDLAND RAILWAY STEAMER - OTHER TYPES 

As already stated, most tickets involving the Midland boats carried Merchant Shipping Acts conditions. Some, however, 
were printed with conditions as used on ordinary rail tickets and those conditions are shown on this page. 

Standard excursion 
conditions. These 
appear to have been 
replaced by 
Merchant Shipping 
Acts conditions 
shortly after the 
opening of Heysham 
Harbour. 

Notice This Ticket is 
not transferable and 
ran only he used in 
accordance with the 
advertisements an-
nouncing the Train 
for which it is issued 

Notice This Ticket is 
not transferable and 
can only be used in 
accordance with the 
advertisements an-
nouncing the Train 
for which it is issued 

NOTICE. This ticket is not 
transl'erahle. It is issue d 
salljnct to the general rega-
l:It:on; priined is the Co.'s 
Cure tables so far as they -
are not varied by the con-
d..ions on the special bills 
announcing the Excursion, 
and can only be need in 
accordance therewith. 

NOTICE. This ticket is not 
transItrable. It is i,stted 
subject to the general regu-
lations printed in the Co.'s 
time tables so Inc no they 
arc not varied by the con-
d:tions on the specSil bids 
announcire4 the Ex utrsion, 
and can only be used in 
accordance therewith. 

NOTICE. This ticket is 
not transferal/hi. t is issmil 
subject to she general I ego.-
lions printed in the (Vs tin, 
tables so far as they are not 
varied by the condi:ions no, the 
special bole announcing the 
ESclIrsiog (oat to the exti nt 
that they are sameil stihjset to 
ouch sari:,, and can only be 
Well in accordance therewith. 

NOTICE. This ticket is 
not transferable. It is wed 
subject to the.  general 
titans printed in the Co's time 
tames so for as till y are not 
varied by the comiblons on the 
special bilis minnmo/ing the 
Excursion (anti to the extent 
th..t tie iy are varied rut jeer to 
!MCI) varlet ion ̀ . and can only be 
used in accordance therewith. 

SE v' •  2 5 9  
NOTICE. This ticket ii not transferahle It is issued subj.-et to the general regula-

tions printed in the Co's time 
tables so far as they are not 
varied by the conditions on 
the special bills announcing 
the Excursion (and to the 
extent that they are varied 
subject to each variation), 
and can only be used in 
accordance therewith. 

NOTICE. This ticket to 
not tra.ferable. It is issued subject to the general regula-
tions printed in the Co's tiro• 
tables so far as they are not 
varied by the conditions on 
the special bills announcing 
the Excursion (and to the 
extent that they are varied 
subject to such variation), 
and Ian only be used is 
accordance therewith. 

X.1  

Standard tourist 
ticket conditions, 
Merchant Shipping 
Acts conditions were 
rarely used on this 
category of ticket. 
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sell be forfeited and—the 
fits fare charged. 

Tide Ticket will be 
fortriteti if transferred. It 
is issued on the conditions 
named in the Co.'s Tourist 
Pregranin,es 16 111115. If 
used for any other Station 
will be fortalted and file 
full fare charged. 

This Ticket will he 
forfeited if transferred, It 
Is  issued on the conditioos 
stoned in the Co.a Tourist 
Programmes & Bilis. If 
need for any other Station 
It will be forfeited and 
Cho fait fora chargatL 

This Ticket will be forfeited if transferred. It la issued on the conditions named in the Co.'s Tourist Programmes & Bills. If used for any other Station it will he forfeited and the full fare charged, 

Thts ist- tos s t. 
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nutted in the Co.', limn int 
ErottIMMIlleS 
aural  for any other It 
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l fir_ 

Privilege tickets always carried the special conditions appropriate thereto. 
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Barrow Steam Noel so Co. This Ticket Is 
issued eabiesttte the •tratatione & Conditions 
stated in  the Company's Time Tables  & Bills 

• CABIN le FIRST CLASS.,. 
Douglas (Station.) to 41.1 

OWNESS 
teiVindermer 

--- 

 

Boughs 

 

Barrow Steam Navigation Co. 

5:3 
Douglas To 

1E CARLISLE (L.8611W.,) GE 
Via pi,  vier & Carnforth 

Dougglas Douglas 
Carlisle s3 Bark) _ Carlisle 

CABIN & FIRST CLASS. 

Barrow Steam Navigation. Co. 
STEERAGE & THIRD CLASS. 

Douglas to 
BALTON (ER.) 

Via Barrow 
iglas 

   

nnaWas 
Dolma 

  

(Soo 1k' 

 

BSNCo STEAMER & RAIL - ORDINARY SINGLES 

Through bookings were possible from Belfast and Douglas to many destinations on and via the Midland. These probably 
date back to the earliest days of the BSNCo service and the tickets on this page carry that company's title. Although clearly 
printed by the Midland the formats of the earlier tickets differ from those of the contemporary rail only tickets. 

Early tickets with blank backs. 

Barrow Steam Navigation Co. 
Douglas (Isle of Man) 10* 

BITIMINGNAM G,,,,,t , ass & Steeragel_.  
Available WI Piel Pier Bo_ Iik —& (*

e 

 
Leeds within fa .pf the cl.._ ?Liar

elfe. lops: 
 t 

Tniy Ticket i . tifbjecttf. lige 
,,,...,

:
.,bie,,s:Pills: Condition. stated! • (10o0tJ .17 

ilmationham 

Tickets of the period from the mid-1870s to 1892. Conditions B1 are on the backs. 

Barrow steamlictitgation Co. 
CABIN & FIRST CLASS. 

Belfast 
Belfast Belfast rej to 

30WNESS 
Via Piel Pier & Windermere (Lake Side) 

Bu (Bee 7  syness; Rawness 

CP 

3 -1 Belfast to,./ 
i ar 

If 0 R K(N.E.)11) 
Via Barrow,  Borwiek & Leech  

FARE 12s. F FARE 12s. 811 
T elf .tt-Y psis BACB, Belfast-Yet 

Barrow Steam Navigation_ Co.  
STEERAGE & THIRD CLASS.WN 

From July 1892 all tickets were printed with a small serial number at the left hand side. The standard availability from 
Belfast was seven days, but from Douglas only three days. Conditions B1 are on the backs. 

Barrow Steam Navigation Co.  
STEERAGE & THIRD CLASS. ti Available for SEVEN DAYS including day of issue. 

t, Belfast to  
LANCASTER (L.N.W.) 

Via Bet.....no_b C rnforth 
FARE 7s. 03id. ARE 7s.  07,.(2d. 

Po vLeaRterLNW 'See r:elfast.L'easterINW 

Barrow Steam Navigation Co. 
STEERAGE & THIRD CLASS 

Availablefor THREE DAYS incluaIngday of fame 

r4(1) Douglas to 
cv TEBAY((L.N.W.) 

Vi Barrow & carnfirrtil 
EA' s. d. FARE s. d. 

nou, 4yLNIS (S Dougless•TlykaylA Sr 

z 



B:zrrior Stems Nov. C. 
-Coeraga & Third ( 

to 

PPRESTON UA W. 
Via Barrow 

RESTON

k Carixforth 
'.f.1. 661. 

/ 

Barrow St'mN.Co. 
Ay'able rrirSeven days 

tiORKINGTON (L.& 5., 
Via Barrow & Whitehaven 

Steerage & 3rd. Cl. 
FARktab 

Barrow S.Nay. Co. 
AVablefiu:Sevenda3 

7 B E E F.A S T to 
',.-HLIWE:AS:LE ( r..--7.'  

s,t Larro-r-B , v-1,3. , _ ------- 
Steerage Aa ya=,74-2,1. 
FARE 23s. d.' 

BSNCo STEAMER & RAIL - ORDINARY RETURNS 

Tickets with the BSNCo title. The conditions are as indicated. 

Barrow Steam Nav'n Co. 

BELFAST ratf41 
To 

KENDAL 
Barrow Carnforth 
L. & N. W. By. 

al oon 1st. Cl. j 



V 

BSNCo STEAMER & RAIL - OTHER TYPES 

B. S. N. Co. Picket to 
BICYCBICYCLES PERAMBULATORS LES 

 in charge of Passenger. 
Dou (Isle of Alan 

BICYCLE. 
ERAMBULATOR 

MAIL CART.  

Carriage Paid- 
Issued solely on, & subjec  
to the Conditions stated o 
the back hereof. 
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EXTENDED-10 
Av' 
bill advertising 
Bris o 
ViaLo .on 
St. Pa cras 
Heysh Not  
of con ya ce 
First la Oa oo 
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M.R.Cos.Stms. 
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LONG DATE EXC'N._ _  
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M.R.Cos.Stms. 
EXTENDED 

LONG DATE  EXC'N. 
BELFAST to 
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Saloon&FirstClass 
Doneg- 
alQuay 

O 
niers 
SION 
s pet 
'rain. 
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of M) 
arrow 

ass Saloon  
Iss.atDou.See back .; _ 
Issued at Douglas( ri! 
MR.Cos.Stms 4 

SHORT CIATEXZZ 
EXCURSION. 
DOUGLAS (I. of M.) to 

LONDON ST. PANCRAS 

0 k"-' 
Mi 
SA al 
bill 
Lond 
DO 
Via Ski 
3rd 

 

Via Barrow Borwiek Skipton 

Saloon 8c 3rd. Class 

050 

CONT 
BYO D 
Lond 
DO 
Via ip n & ham 
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MIDLAND STEAMER & RAIL - EXCURSION TICKETS 
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MIDLAND STEAMER & RAIL - OTHER TYPES 
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MIDLAND STEAMER & RAIL — OTHER TYPES 

Tickets for the Heysham — Fleetwood service operated by S.S. Wyvern, purchased in 1905. The conditions are as indicated. 
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RAIL & BSNCo/MIDLAND STEAMER — ORDINARY RETURNS 

The conditions are as indicated. 
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RAIL & BSNCo/MIDLAND STEAMER - EXCURSION TICKETS 

Tickets with excursion conditions as indicated. 
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RAIL & BSNCo/MIDLAND STEAMER - EXCURSION TICKETS 
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MIDLAND RAILWAY.  
"' Available  for SEVEN DAYsinciudingdayefieaae  ®~.~ 
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0 FARE 27s. C —,FARE 27  . 6d. 
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_ _ 2.71t.A 

RAIL & OTHER STEAMER - via STRANRAER 

,- The Larne & Stranraer Steamboat Company was formed in 1871 and was taken over on 1 January 1890 by the Portpatrick & 
Wigtownshire Railways Joint Committee (4/5ths) and the Belfast & Northern Counties Railway (1/5th). The Midland was 
one of the four joint owners of the PP&W and when it absorbed the B&NCR in 1903 its interest in the steamboat company 
was increased to 2/5ths. A regular service of through carriages was operated between St. Pancras and Stranraer in 
connection with the steamers. Conditions are as indicated. 
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MID LANDRAILWAY 
lane_ THIRD CLASS 8c SALOON. 

Available  for SEVEN DAYS including day of inane. 

Gdw DERBY to 

BELFAST iVia Bugsworth & Liverpool (Central) ,.ir & by B. S. S. Cos. Steamer. 
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MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
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AvIubletorSeven days 
Lohdon St. Pancras to 

1E1, JP.A S 
Via Boginvorth &L'pool,C * By B. S. S. Coe. Steenter 
3rd. Class & Saloon 
FARE 45s 9d. 
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RAIL & OTHER STEAMER - via LIVERPOOL & BSSCo 

The Belfast Steamship Company was formed in 1851. Its ships only worked the Liverpool - Belfast station and the company 
became part of the Coast Lines group in 1913 although continuing to operate under its own name until well after the 
grouping. 

Tickets to Belfast via Liverpool were only issued at Masboro and Midland stations south thereof, in order to preserve the 
company's own steamer routes via Barrow and Heysham. The Midland also printed tickets to some of its stations for issue 
at Cook's office in Belfast. These carried the BSS title, with M.R. in brackets. 
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Midland Rly. 
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TICKET 

RAIL & OTHER STEAMER - via LIVERPOOL & L&NWSS 

The Liverpool & North Wales Steamship Company was formed on the 19th January 1891, when the New North Wales 
Steamship Company took over their rivals the Liverpool, Llandudno and Welsh Coast Steam Boat Company. The NNWSS 
had only started in 1890, using the almost new St Tudno (1), for which the older and smaller LL&WC steamers were no 
match. St Tudno (1) was sold to Germany after her first season, replaced by the very similar St Tudno (2), which became 
the first ship to run under the Liverpool & North Wales Steamship Company name. In 1899 the company took over the 
Snowdon Passenger Steamboat Company, together with its small paddle steamer Snowdon. 

The L&NWSS was owned by Fairfield Shipbuilders, which built the vessels for the company. The main route was between 
Liverpool, Llandudno and Menai Bridge, but there were also regular excursions to the Isle of Man. In 1904, Fairfield's 
magnificent, but expensive, La Marguerite was transferred from their Thames services. She had been uneconomic on the 
Thames, but operated successfully from Liverpool until after the grouping. The Midland issued excursion and tourist tickets 
to the North Wales towns served by the steamers, these were suspended in 1915 due to the War. Conditions are as 
indicated. 
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RAIL & OTHER STEAMER - via HOLYHEAD & CoDSPCo 

The other principal CoDSPCo route was from Holyhead to Kingstown. Sailings commenced on 1 June 1850, the company 
having been awarded the sea leg contract for the Irish mail traffic. The mails were carried on the English side by the 
London & North Western and Chester & Holyhead Railways and on the Irish side by the Dublin & Kingstown Railway, later 
part of the Dublin Wicklow & Wexford Railway, into Westland Row station in Dublin. The CoDSPCo retained the mail 
contract until its demise in 1919, when it was awarded to the London & North Western Railway. Through bookings via the 
route were available from a number of Midland stations. 

The conditions are as indicated. 
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RAIL & OTHER STEAMER - SCOTTISH TOURS 

By 1889 the Superintendent of the Line's annual tourist ticket circular referred specifically to bookings for the Oban Circular 
Tour being by card tickets, if in stock. This set dates from 1891 and covers the ten possible routes that could then be 
enjoyed. The odd-numbered tours were taken clockwise from Carlisle and the even-numbered tours anti-clockwise, each 
even-numbered tour being the reverse of that having the immediately lower number, i.e. 1 and 2 were the reverse of each 
other and so on. From Carlisle tours 1, 3 and 9 were routed to Glasgow or Greenock via the Glasgow & South Western 
Railway, while tours 5 and 7 used the Caledonian route via Carstairs. All odd-numbered tours used MacBrayne's steamers 
from Glasgow or Greenock to Oban via Loch Fyne and the Crinan Canal and then the Caledonian Railway via Dalmally and 
Dunblane to Stirling. From Stirling tours 3 and 7 took the Caledonian route back to Carlisle via Carstairs while tours 1, 5 
and 9 went via Edinburgh and the Waverley Route, tour 1 reaching Edinburgh via Larbert and tours 5 and 9 via the Forth 
Bridge. 

The tickets have conditions T3 on the backs. 
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RAIL & OTHER STEAMER 

Circular tour tickets issued in strip form, either as a perforated sheet or as a number of edmondsons adhered to a backing 
paper. The backs are blank. 

trvi.• R.) Tiekei is 
IsSnedanbleattei theRernleitons &Condition 
sd k ateAsatis Co-aimMyyTime Tables & Atkion 
INVEINESZ Cin, .;4 I S IS RALISTEA.i1t. 4 

11;:, EaNi..bS to 
LONMR ST. PANCRAS 

die 



iftbambr.uta  it le av,i14  r4 
the holder by DI,: • 
501'005 that the re 04 
linnIpanieg are 11,4 for  any toga damar.c,-  
achy or deteraiini 

off .v.o. 
1 
 
-e*
1 
 f2 

stun yam saptuj, mum; 
alp. ill palms 

snoinpuop pun smut 
-tan,all laalgus 
pansst s 

This Ticket is issued • 
subject to the Regula-
tions and Conditions 
stated in the Co.'s 
Time Tables and Bills 

R 331 

Ctie reaneetive Illy.Catupazied! 
no. terinallribifi to the 

it...till:I tie Udk ti. Let. for any 
detention, or injuty 

,v14,i boa, 0* ari due off 01011 
-eily.:,•i50 veteme. rho Ltd. will nor holler of 0th 
r -ioel tort ? ile3,detention, 

as. or b.ilty Avhataotver 
witere,er Caused. 
available to* one journey 
luting. the 'Season. 

TbIS i5911e:1  on 
f 110 

 I
V
I.V

:Id CO110.11011 , 
t: i!1 %Of lit, 

-..:*)011111,10 Or h&j, r'\'.
• ,10•  drAcla!on,  or °ilk, ng °CI ,ts,1183.14:1,11 vi 

curt:: of ioiy 
0:14.,r1h21,0n or p,,,,unA. 

.l !so tbat •-aeo- 
er.ore' ine;:ave are r, •iv 

og:nt of 

CO, ,11:11[1:lit 1,. lieuio tor 
01 jii(, 1:oe.eo0.-. rs 
or f o•delav 0, for voei•!je* • t,  Ili  ;!a;'. lir, vuu4•:•;....:O 
wastoor by  Vv., in . 

f •r ibo doio 
i• f• Stow:de:or. I. -•.!Y liv 
i,4,4 eager. 

RAIL & STEAMER - OTHER SERVICES & CONDITIONS 

As already seen, tickets for Midland steamers and for most of the Ireland and Isle of Man services carried either Merchant 
Shipping Acts conditions or excursion, tourist or privilege conditions as used on ordinary rail tickets. 

There was, however, one Irish service for which tickets were printed with special conditions - that of Laird Line Limited, 
the name adopted from January 1907 by the former Glasgow Dublin & Londonderry Steam Packet Co. Ltd.. These are 
shown below. 

ad, VON MVO:CS. 
11.1• through 'ticket l• issued subject to the eon•htinne mod ',relations 

referred In ill the publiabed 'rims Tables, Seiner Bill.. nett Notice. of 
ahe 

'V.:17'4.1=17;r ""'". 

„
T

st 
 ie euntract zed *kelt tbialtentir Oster Is . 

for all pastier conducting ,be rat-ries* otheir than itself. 
lity the bonen of their Bailin, Hills the Otionte of the eteentehipe ere 

vet to be liable for any delay or of nr partene.1 {ajar, or lose 

.
lettld otherwise lw mennateibla er'froin nneeareoelltinees or undtesse 

ettre 't?. • 7•Sv..i'S=7.Zetitinous nst 
fueled. the coke ba.nerer itetwe:n taloa. termini in tonne or 

11,1.11.entaxilt Ticket Is attest subject. In the oneditIons  sad rett tenons 
raferreil to in th• published liseerTablett v. 
the rropertire thoorattiat Orue, 
stel it onboots. le hsatialoie. 

Tue runtrart  arriti  liability of eat,  bitolter7 •tt Ow. 

II:vt"-7i',.0,:tVa'selt"reisTtettore7rTr'..'"'  
tor ncat ite coothastrear 

•••••et1,, 1/111. *hot ibsithe of the leonablits 

ae to Ana from arch-a:et or ext* nr 
delimit, t oar r. ante velart ,c1.1.• 
you'd ot,trwriso artr.,nn octx-pemn -0 Attto• 
of ttup va,sei appawfattabese caws... 2are 

Thinestria 'titles  in cases whet. thejoateoey ie ttas du est 
larded. 0to wok us.abier 

3i? 
Moving away from the Irish Sea the Midland did provide through booking facilities for other services and some of these 
again resulted in the use of different conditions. Thus, tickets to Continental destinations via Grimsby and Great Central 
Railway boat carried ordinary rail conditions (on the front for singles and the back for returns) and tickets to the Channel 
Islands and the Isle of Wight were printed with conditions specific to those services. The former are shown to the left below 
and the latter to the right. 

Finally, from St. Pancras and Greater London stations there were through bookings via Tilbury and the Thames Estuary 
boats operated by Belle Steamers Ltd., General Steam Navigation Co. Ltd. and New Palace Steamers Ltd, the tickets for 
which also carried distinctive conditions, again as shown below. 
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RAIL & STEAMER — LAIRD LINE 

The practice of using the Midland title on through booking tickets issued at Londonderry appears to have lasted until around 
the turn of the century, when it was replaced by the GD&LSPCo title. Tickets were still printed and supplied by the 
Midland, and carried the (M.R.) indication somewhere on the front. The service was transferred from Morecambe to 
Heysham as from 1 September 1904. The conditions are as indicated. 
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For many years the boats had been known as "Laird's Steamers" and in January 1907 this was formally recognised by a 
change in the company's title to Laird Line Ltd. From an unknown date the new title was used on tickets from Londonderry 
and probably from some time after 1909 the conditions were changed to those specific to Laird's services. 
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RAIL & STEAMER - LAIRD LINE 

Services between Morecambe and Dublin were in operation by March 1896, but no tickets for them have yet been seen. 
They were transferred to Heysham on 1 September 1904. The earliest tickets known from Dublin via Heysham carried the 
Midland Railway title, as did tickets from English stations to Dublin. Most referred either to "Laird's Steamer" or "Laird & 
Co's Steamer". Those shown below have conditions B11. 

Midland Qy.a.ftsi,  Av able to RETURN as shown in the attune. 
Crees L) to 
LOND MS 
By L. S to Derry 
thence learner to Heyeh ton 
Saloo & rd. las 

See back 

Midland • Ely. 
TOURIST '-' 
TICKET 

London St. Pancras to 
DREESLOUGH(LLS&L 

Via Skipton Heysham & by Laird's Steamer to Derry thence by L. L. S. Si L. Rly. 
3rd.Class & Saloon 

050 

Midland 'My. v-/'0114lIST Av able to RET RN as shewn in the Moms. 
Burto p S. L.) to 
LOND N RAS 
ViaLet r ane C.D. 
Ely. to a y byLaird's 
St'mer yah • Skipton 
Steer ge 3 

See back 
it g 

TOURIST — 
Midland Ely. 

L 
 

T I CE T  
London St. Pancras to 
BURTONPORTILS&L) 
PgeltSZRIII=. 
Rly. Strabane & Letterkenny 

3rd. Cl. 8c Steerage 

050 

Midland OS. CUISION 
YS.) 

Av ble to RETUR s per 

ByMe 
rain 

to 
earner 

M R BE 
Via ' Hesh m 

Saloon 8c3rd.Class 
COBarrowSee back.," 
- - - - - - 
Midland Ely. <4 
EX CUR SIONN..  (16  DAYS.) 

ByMessrs Laird & Cos.Steamer 
MORECAMBE to 
DUBLIN 
Via Heysham 

3rd.Class & Saloon 

Cria°r;ow 

Tickets with conditions B12. 



7 5 0 
M Ill T aird Line Ltd. 
Ava URN 
as p ant. 

to 
DU 
Via 
3rd.e . -..'te agi 0 

See back 
(D,r; 

M .R.)LAIRD LINE 14 
Available for 
SEVEN DAYS. 
DUBLIN (N.W.) to 

Sianeyshazn 
Steerage & 3rd.C1. 
FARE s. d. 

750 

N.W.) 
eyeball,  

(M.B.) Stid'7111atd. 
Avail on or before 

SINGL 

DU 
Via 

3rd. oo 
_ E. Q. Sc.. back 

M.R.)LAIRD LINE 
Available for 
SEVEN DAYS. 
SINGLE FARE AND A THIRD 

. DUBLIN (N.W.) to 
Viafleysham Si 

Sal0003id.Class 
E. Q. 50 

THIRD 
to 

.W .) 
eysbare 

(M.13.) Lad enatd. 
EXCURST ON. 

_Jay 

a 
to 

.W. 
& ciN sham 

or bi 

DU 
Via 

Firstlals&Slool 
See back % 

11.11.11AIRD LINE. 
EXCURSION 

Day 
DUBLIN (N.W.) to 

nalleysham& _ _ 
Saloon&Firstel itba 

rn 0 0 

(M,R.) Lad in Ad 
E X CU UN. 

Day 
TO 11 as 
or  bli Train,  

to 
DU 
via

.. 
eyeball/ 

ard te ag ,os 
- - - See back 

M.R,)LAIRD LINE 
EXCURSION 

Day 
DUBLIN (N.W.) to 

vta eysham 

Steerage 80 3rd.C1. 

550 

Titrdialltaitd. 
As RETURN 
as  AiMment. 

t0 
■ -W./ 

eyebala 

84SNIoN 
bask 

M.R.)LAIRD LINE 
Available for 
SEVEN DAYS. 

DU 
Via 

3rd.0 

DUBLIN (N.W.) to 

V leHeyellam & 

Saloon& 3rd.Class 
FARE s. d. 

". 100 

(11/1.R.) ardSintatd. 
Availon or before 

Issue FARE 
to 

DU = tN.W. i  
Via eyeballs 

3rd. •ag 
See back 

M.R.11AIRD LINE 

SEVEN e fDAYS. 
Issued Rinke THIRDS FARE 
DUBLIN (N.W.) to 

fiat-lays/lam& _ 
Steerage & 3rd.C1. 

650 

(PII.R.) 11634.c12natcl 
Available for the RETURN journ ' Months 

to 
D .Y 
Via e3 sha m 

Vis) 

& eaniers 
3rd.0 as 8c S lo 
E. e .  See back 

M.D./LAIRD LINE 
Available for 
SEVEN DAYS. 
DUBLIN(N,W,) to 

LaiV Line Steamers. Hey-
sham 

Saloon& 3rd. Class 
FARE s. d. 

025 

after 

(11.11.) Led Eneatd. 
Available for th e Recu—fa 

learn Y FIVE 
DAYS issue. 
GONTI 3rd. 

to 
DU W.) 
Via Heysham 
First la s& 

ba 

M,R.(LAIRD LINE 
Available on 
day of lime  only, 

CONTINENTAL ARE & 3rd. 
DUBLIN (N. W.) to 
VieHeysharn 

SalooaF4tClass 

En Q.  ()0' 

(M R.) IfairdancaLl. 
Available for the RETURN journ  Months 
after  

to 
DU .W5) 

Heysham
ae e 

 Via 
& b 
3rd. 

. See back 

M.R.)LAIRD LINE (211  iq Available for 
SEVEN DAYS. 
DUBLIN (1,T.W,) to 

By Laizd. Line Steamers. Hey- 

Steerage & 3rd.C1. 
FARE s. d. 

E. Q.  025 

)M.R.) LGd5rieatd. 
Available for the Estoril 

TY FIVE 
VATS issue. 
CONTI 3r

to
d. 

. W.) 
Via usy.h41 

M.R.)LAIRD LINE 
Available on 
day of issue  on 

CONTINENTAL FARE &3rd. 
DUBLIN (N. W.) to 

ViaHeyshem 4  

StubE.Q. 

DU 
3rd. 
E. . See ba 

3 d. Cl. 

)0 

RAIL & STEAMER - LAIRD LINE 

Later tickets from Dublin for issue to mainland stations carried the Laird Line title together with the initials (M.R.) on each 
half and were printed with conditions B21. 

David  Geldard
StrikeOut

David  Geldard
StrikeOut



Lairdqine L„ 
1V1. e for the 
AM TWO • 
liont tie. 
16 We Dublin 

to 
DU Visite 
1St 

See back yr,..; 

j'g 
LAIRD LINE LTD. 

O 
 A 

~ p Available for 
.R.THREE DAYS. 

16 Westmoreland St Dublin 
DUBLIN (N,I)V,) to 
Via  rtfle) shins 

Saloon &lst.C1. 

000 

BY DIRECT STEAMER 
BRADFORD to 

DUBLIN N.W.) 
Via Skipton & Heysham 

3rd.Class  &Saloon 
Fare? d. 

M. 
RET 'Tontl  BY 
DU]  

13 
Via 
Salo 

See 1)ek 

LAIRD LINE LTD. 

Lairottici51.01. 
Available for the 

tin TWO 
issue. 

ST AMER 
,) to 

0 R D 
Skipton 

Laircai5 101. 
M. R. Available for the 
RET hin TWO 
ylonti eisane. 
BY ,AMER 
DU ,) to 

D 
Via Skipton 
Steer 

LAIRD LINE LTD. A. 
M.R.,Pa=Vrys 

BY DIRECT STEAMER 
BRADFORD to 

DUBLIN )!1.W.) 
Via Skipton 8c Heysham 

Srd.C1. & Steerage 
Farel3s. 3c1) 

50 

0 
Laird 

0 Line  Lgt 
. 

M. e for the 
tte. 
TWO 

169w e Dublin 
to 

N.W.) 

LAIRD LINE LTD. 
M.R.MIZZYS. 
16 Westmoreland St. Dublin 
DUBLIN (N,W,) to 
Via  iitHe sham 

Steerage&3rd.CI. 

000 

DU YOH 
3rd. .84 ee 

See back 

4 -5 
TURN 

ION, 
) to 

I  S 
=amer 

ipton 
Steer ge 3r .C1. 
C. O.See bark 

MIDLAND RY. 
DAY EXC'N. 
LEEDS to 

D BLIN(N.W.) 
Via Skipton Heysli ant 

by (Inert Steamer 
3rd.C1. & Steerage 

9:145 

DA 
DU 

Via 
B 

Available tor tee 
m TWO ssue. 
AMER 
,Y to 

ore.13 
Skipton 

C 

LAIRD LINE LTD. 

BY DIRECT STEAMER 
BR ADFO RD to 

DUBLIN(iCW.) 
Via. Skipton & Heysham 

3rd.Class &Saloon 
Fare 

1'50 
 

M. 
R d ont 
BY 
DU 
8. 

Via 
Salo 

000 
Laird Line Ltd. 
M for nig 
RET Two 
Hon ne. Dublin 

to 
NM.) 

LAIRD LINE LTD. 
e Available for 

m.n.THREE  DAYS. 
16 Westmoreland St. Dublin 
DUBLIN (N.W.) to 

DU=I vim. 
3rd. 1. S oon 

Sea back 

16, W 

Yla  StRe3 6111.1r 
Saloticbdo 

a 
Avicitbl anlai the SUNDA. (a or . a.m. if train service permits) or MONDA following date of is e. 

Lai d 

D U Via 
1st. Li& Sal.  

FOREIGN. see bark 

FOREIGN — 
Midland Ely. 

SATURDAYtoMONDAY 
TICKET. 
Laird Line Ltd. 

DUBLIN (N,W ,) to 

ravto 
.W.) 

&Hoyshma 
n 

Vlielleyeltam&  
SaloeVs 

12///724 
/H.R. Av abl9nIR the pump (a r . a.m. if train service permits) tir MO DAY f 17  swing date to  i.s 

Lai 
RIvto 

D U N.W.) Via Heysham 
3rd. 1 
FOREI N. See ack 

FOREIGN 
Midland Rly. 

SATURDAYtoMONDAY 
TICKET. 
Laird Line Ltd. 

DUBLIN (N,W,) to 
Ely 

1,1111loy-Aara&  
Salon •d 1.‘„i

„ 
 

2.3// 
nl svivz*il 

14trai1'1.,sc7c, l 
Laid

of  

3rd. te T 
FOREI N.,  See back 

Midland R 

4 
FrtirEr

ly
7 

SATURDAYtoMONDAY 
TICKET. 
Laird Line Ltd. 

DUBLIN (N.W,) tc 
Rly 

VIDleyskam &  
S teeiteeb 

the er 
permits) or lowing date 

nivto 
.W.) &Heysham 

e  

RAIL & STEAMER - LAIRD LINE 

The next change on Dublin tickets appears to have been to remove the brackets from the M.R. initials and to increase their 
prominence, while retaining the Laird Line title. Somewhat surprisingly this title format also appeared on some tickets from 
Midland stations to Dublin, others however omitted all reference to the steamer company! Conditions B21 are on the backs. 
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RAIL & STEAMER - CHANNEL ISLANDS & ISLE OF WIGHT 

f•"-- Tickets for through bookings to the Channel Islands via Southampton or Weymouth and to the Isle of Wight via Portsmouth, 
with conditions B31 on the backs. 
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RAIL & STEAMER — THAMES ESTUARY 

- New Palace Steamers Ltd. was formed in 1895, to take over from the Victoria Steamboat Association the operation of three 
vessels, Koh-i-Noor, Royal Sovereign and La Marguerite, owned by their builders Fairfields of Govan. Sailing from Old 
Swan Pier in central London (and calling at Tilbury Pier) the July 1900 Bradshaw shows Royal Sovereign serving Southend 
and Margate, with Koh-i-Noor running to Margate and Ramsgate. La Marguerite sailed from Tilbury via Margate to 
Boulogne and for a time also served Ostend and Calais, she was however not profitable and was moved from the Thames in 
1904. 

The routes of the remaining two vessels were extended (by 1910) to serve Dover and Deal, and N.P.S. appears to have 
become the Midland's principal partner for Thames Estuary traffic. The Midland 1904 timetable marks a number of trains 
from St. Pancras as running to Tilbury in connection with New Palace Steamers, calling at most stations on the Tottenham & 
Hampstead and the Tottenham & Forest Gate Joint lines. N.P.S. continued in operation until the early months of the Great 
War, its steamers were sold in 1918. 

Single tickets for through bookings are shown on this page. They appear to have been colour coded according to class and 
destination. The significance of the A number before the serial number is not known. The earlier type includes LT&S Rly 
in its title, conditions B51 are on the backs. 
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Tickets with the shortened title, printed after the Midland absorbed the LT&SR on 1 January 1912. 
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RAIL & STEAMER - THAMES ESTUARY 

In 1896 the London, Woolwich & Clacton-on-Sea Steamship Company was retitled as Belle Steamers Limited. It was then 
operating the Clacton Belle, Woolwich Belle, and London Belle, these being joined later in the year by Southend Belle. The 
principal routes were to, and on, the Essex coast. In 1897 the company was merged as part of Coast Development Company 
along with the Clacton and Walton Pier Companies and various other east coast concerns but the ships continued to be 
known as Belle Steamers for publicity purposes. The fifth member of the fleet, the Walton Belle, was delivered in time for 
the 1897 season, followed by Yarmouth Belle in 1898. The Coast Development Company expanded further in 1899, with the 
purchase of land in Southwold. Work on a new pier was started and the final new ship, delivered the following year, was 
named the Southwold Belle. By 1905 the Coast Development Company's finances were causing concern, and the company 
was restructured as the Coast Development Corporation while still retaining the Belle Steamers name. 

Although the Essex coast was always the company's principal area of operation they did compete with New Palace Steamers 
and General Steam Navigation Co Ltd for some of the Kent traffic, first with an express service from London to Margate 
and later to additional destinations. From 1911 Belle Steamers had a complete monopoly between Southend and Yarmouth 
and its services continued as normal until the end of the season after the outbreak of war in 1914. Thereafter, the Coastal 
Development Corporation could see no way of meeting its liabilities, and the company went into voluntary liquidation in 
May 1915. 

Through tickets via Tilbury were issued from St. Pancras and from stations on the T&H and T&FG Joint lines. As with 
New Palace Steamers the earlier prints included LT&SR in the title, but this was omitted from 1 January 1912. Two red 
overprinted 'Ws distinguished the tickets from those for NPS, and the letter B (rather than N) was printed in the audit snip. 
The tickets have conditions B51 on the backs. 
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RAIL & STEAMER - THAMES ESTUARY 

The third Thames company with which the Midland had through booking arrangements was the General Steam Navigation 
Co. Ltd. Founded in 1824, it became London's foremost short-sea shipping line. It competed with Belle Steamers for the 
Essex coast traffic and with both Belle and NPS for that to the Kent coast, using Hoboken and its 'classical birds' fleet -
Halcyon, Mavis, Oriole, Laverock and Philomel. These were no match for the Belle steamers and the GSN Essex traffic 
gradually declined until the company withdrew from that coast completely after the 1911 season, selling its final 'classical 
bird' Oriole in 1912. Its position on the Kent coast was much stronger, with new steamers Eagle joining the fleet in 1896, 
Kingfisher in 1906 and Golden Eagle in 1909. These were used on the Kent runs, some of which were via Southend, and on 
cross-Channel work. Although services were suspended during the war the company survived, being taken over by P&O 
Steam Navigation Co in 1920 but continuing with its own name and management. 

Through tickets via Tilbury were issued from St. Pancras and from stations on the T&H and T&FG Joint lines. As with 
New Palace Steamers and Belle the earlier prints included LT&SR in the title, but this was omitted from 1 January 1912. 
Two red overprinted `GT's distinguished the tickets from those for the other two companies, and the letter G was printed in 
the audit snip. The tickets have conditions B51 on the backs. 

railway 
LN. N. Co.'s Steamers. 

Sable on day of issue onto. 
(15 Trinity Square) 

FURST CLASS t SALOON. 
LONDON (St. Pancras) to 0 

Y:LAARAGrAwir 
Paneras:Ilargate Paneras.Margate 

SEE CONDITIONS ON BACK. 
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