
TICKETS OF THE MIDLAND RAILWAY 

and CONSTITUENT COMPANIES 

By David G Geldard 

This forms part of the David G Geldard Collection of British Pre-grouping Railway Tickets. It covers the Midland 
Railway, the London Tilbury & Southend Railway and the other constituent companies and is presented as a series 
of PDFs (compiled from 300 dpi jpg scans) of pages from the albums in which the collection is housed. The PDFs 
are as follows: 

Volume 1 - Ordinary singles and returns (standard). 

Volume 2 – Ordinary singles and returns (non-standard); rail motor and omnibus tickets. 

Volume 3 – Specified train tickets. 

Volume 4 - Excursion tickets. 

Volume 5 – Reduced fare tickets with standard conditions. 

Volume 6 – Commercial traveller, market, tourist, privilege, weekend and workman’s tickets. 

Volume 7 – Shipping-related tickets. 

Volume 8 – Free passes (edmondson); dog and article tickets; non-travel tickets; paper and large card tickets. 

Volume 9 – Free passes and season tickets. 

Volume 10 – L.T.& S.R.: ordinary singles and returns; other categories A – F (edmondson). 

Volume 11 – L.T.& S.R.: other categories G – Z (edmondson); paper and large card tickets. 

Volume 12 – Other M.R. constituent companies. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VOLUME 6: 

COMMERCIAL TRAVELLER, MARKET, TOURIST, PRIVILEGE, 
WEEKEND AND WORKMAN’S TICKETS

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

David G Geldard 

© 2022 by David G Geldard. Tickets of the Midland Railway and Constituent Companies Volume 6 is made 
available under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International Licence. To view a copy of 
this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 
1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA. 



THE DAVID G GELDARD COLLECTION 
of BRITISH PRE-GROUPING RAILWAY TICKETS 

The collection was started in 1956 and over the years has developed into a specialised collection restricted to tickets 
of the British pre-grouping railway companies. For the purposes of the collection the term “pre-grouping” is defined 
as: 

(a) any company that is listed as a Constituent Company or Subsidiary Company in the First Schedule to The 
Railways Act 1921 [11 & 12 Geo. 5, ch. 55]; 

(b) any company that was a constituent of a company under (a) above; 
(c) any railway owned jointly by one or more of the companies under (a) and/or (b) above; 
(d) any railway owned jointly by a main line company under (a) above and a company that became part of 

the London Passenger Transport Board on 12 April 1933 but only insofar as tickets provided by the main 
line company are concerned. 

In some isolated instances a company under (a) above supplied another company falling outside the definition with 
through tickets onto its own system or onto lines that it worked. These are included in the collection. 

The collection is a ‘types’ collection, assembled to enable the student to gain an understanding of the categories of 
traffic that a railway company wished to attract, from passengers making a single or return journey at the full 
ordinary fare, through the excursionist, the tourist, the workman and those many others entitled to some form of 
reduced fare travel, to a dog or article that accompanied a passenger. It includes tickets for omnibus, shipping and 
ancillary services operated by the companies. 

A types collection traces the development of each category of ticket from its introduction throughout the life of the 
company, showing how and why the print format on the tickets was changed. To this end tickets are collected 
irrespective of the actual journeys for which they are issued, and no attempt is made to assemble items that represent 
all the stations on a given company’s system. No index to the stations represented in the collection has been 
compiled but the PDFs are fully searchable and this enables individual stations to be located. 

Because of the extensive annotation throughout the collection it is considered to be a unique record of British 
railway ticket practice from 1830 to 1923. It is the result of sustained research over a 60 year period during which 
much time has been spent with the RAIL records of the National Archives and of the National Records of Scotland. 
All known books and other publications dealing specifically with tickets have been read, amongst these specific 
mention must be made of the Journal of The Transport Ticket Society and its predecessor organisations. All 
significant company histories have been consulted and notes have been taken from all the principal railway 
periodicals from the late 19th century onwards. 

Most important, however, is the wide range of public and private ticket collections that have been studied and 
analysed. The major public collections are those in the National Railway Museum York, the National Archives 
(particularly the Hayward collection) and Birmingham Public Library (the Bett collection). Also significant are 
holdings of the Bodleian Library Oxford (the John Johnson collection), John Rylands University Library of 
Manchester (the Edmondson family collection), London Transport Museum, the Tolson Memorial Museum 
Huddersfield (the Jacomb collection) and the Fritz Hellmuth collection at the Deutsches Technikmuseum in 
Berlin. Major collections in trust are those of the Great Western Trust (assembled by the late Charles Gordon 
Stuart and the late Mike Ogden) and of the Midland Railway Society in the Midland Railway Study Centre at 
The Silk Mill Museum of Making in Derby (the Roy F Burrows collection). Over the years more than 60 private 
collectors have kindly allowed access to their tickets, many are regrettably no longer with us but I record my 
appreciation to them all. Between them, these sources have provided a research base of well over a quarter of a 
million tickets. 
 
 
  



USING THE PDFs 
 
The PDFs have been compiled using Nuance but are fully readable and searchable with standard Adobe software. 
A small glitch is that while reading some volumes a pop-up may appear containing the message “The font ‘Courier’ 
contains a bad /BBox”. This is due to the sensitivity of the error settings in Adobe reader. 
 
Should this happen simply CLICK OK and carry on as normal. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PAGE FORMS 

Company introduction pages  

These are provided for most of the smaller companies. Each page includes a map together with historical notes 
drawn from the available sources, primary if possible. When sources differ that considered to be the most reliable 
is used. Information on station opening and closing dates is taken from Railway Passenger Stations in Great Britain 
– A Chronology by Michael Quick (Railway & Canal Historical Society) using the most up-to-date edition at the 
time of compilation or amendment. This is by far the most reliable source for such data. 

Background information pages 

These may be text pages (in a Word document within the volume or as scans) containing background notes designed 
to assist understanding of the tickets in the volume, and/or scans of relevant documents. 

Conditions of issue (ticket backs) pages 

The information printed on the back of a ticket is often essential in placing it in its proper time frame. As appropriate, 
therefore, and usually at the start of any volume, one or more pages illustrating ticket backs are included, with each 
particular back being given what is for the railway company concerned a unique reference. As each volume is 
designed to be self-contained some such pages may be repeated in more than one volume. 
 
Ticket pages 

Most pages show edmondson or punch tickets together with commentary thereon. Most tickets in the collection are 
originals although extensive use is also made of photographs and photocopies. The conditions of issue or other print 
on the back of a ticket is indicated either in the commentary or below the ticket at the left hand side thereof, in 
either case using a reference as explained in the above section. 

If the date of issue is known then this is noted below an original ticket at the right hand side thereof, or below a 
copy at the left hand side thereof using the notation dd.mm.yy with the month given in a standard two-letter 
abbreviated form no matter how the date is shown on the actual ticket. If a ticket is not dated then “Undated” is 
shown and if the date is not fully legible then the abbreviation ‘Illeg’ is used. 

When a copy ticket is shown any notation at the right hand side is a source reference and can be ignored. 

Whole return tickets are very much more difficult to find than singles and the collection therefore makes extensive 
use of severed halves. When two non-matching halves are placed in contact then care has been taken to ensure that 
together they illustrate the print layout of a whole ticket even though journey and other details may be inconsistent. 

Some pages show paper and large card tickets, including season tickets. Generally speaking these are not 
annotated and the backs are either illustrated on the same page or on the immediately following page.  

http://dd.mm/


DATING OF MIDLAND RAILWAY TICKETS 

The table to the right shows the way in which the date of issue was 
shown on Midland tickets for the years 1887 to 1922, and on Midland 
section tickets of the LM&SR for 1923 to 1925. Except in 1892 the date 
30 September is used to show the order in which the day, month and year 
are placed. 

Commencing on 25 January 1892 (Superintendent of the Line Circular 
No 590), the date order was rotated on a three-year cycle. The reason 
for starting the scheme was to facilitate detection of fraudulent use of 
tickets. From 1 January 1926 the Midland scheme was replaced by the 
LM&SR rotating scheme. 

In practice, dates between the 1st and the 9th day of the month were 
nearly always shown using one digit, i.e. 1, 2, 3 etc. The abbreviations 
normally used for the months were JAN, FEB, MAR, APR, MAY, JUN, 
JUL, AUG, SEP, OCT, NOV and DEC; exceptions that have been seen 
on more than one ticket are APL and SEPT. 

Until 1899, two digits were always used for the year. In 1900, 00 is the 
most common indication, but both 900 and 1900 were also used. From 
1901 onwards, the year was shown either as 901, 902 etc or as 1901, 
1902 etc, the three digit form being the more common. 

The Midland booking clerks were extremely good at interpreting the 
scheme correctly and not making mistakes in its use, and errors are few. 

All the information given in the table has been checked from actual 
tickets without making any assumptions. 

SEP 30 87 
SEP 30 88 
SEP 30 89 
SEP 30 90 
SEP 30 91 
JAN 24 92 
92 JAN 25 
30 SEP 93 
SEP 30 94 
95 SEP 30 
30 SEP 96 
SEP 30 97 
98 SEP 30 
30 SEP 99 
SEP 30 00 
901 SEP 30 
30 SEP 902 
SEP 30 903 
904 SEP 30 
30 SEP 905 
SEP 30 906 
907 SEP 30 
30 SEP 908 
SEP 30 909 
910 SEP 30 
30 SEP 911 
SEP 30 912 
913 SEP 30 
30 SEP 914 
SEP 30 915 
916 SEP 30 
30 SEP 917 
SEP 30 918 
919 SEP 30 
30 SEP 920 
SEP 30 921 
922 SEP 30 

30 SEP 923 
SEP 30 924 
925 SEP 30 
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COMMERCIAL TRAVELLER RETURNS 

Superintendent of the Line Circular No. 691 announced the introduction, from 1 July 1896, of 1st and 3rd class return 
tickets to Commercial Travellers to enable them to visit their homes at the week-ends. The fare basis was single fare for the 
double journey and the tickets were available by any train after 12 noon on Fridays and any time on Saturdays, returning by 
any train on the following Sunday or Monday. The stations involved had to be more than 30 miles apart, i.e. the 3rd class 
single fare had to exceed 2/6d. 

In order to obtain a ticket the commercial traveller was required to produce a current year's card of membership of the 
United Kingdom Travellers' Association or a similar Association or a certificate of identity signed by the firm whom he 
represented; the card or certificate had to have a photograph affixed. He also had to sign and surrender a voucher from a 
book of 26, one for each specific week in the half year ending 31 December 1896, a charge of 1/3d being made for the 
book. Application for the book was to be made through the home station master, the book itself being issued by the 
Superintendent of the Line's office. All Clearing House companies agreed to honour each other's vouchers from late August 
1896. For the full years 1897 onwards vouchers were in books of 52 charged at 2/6d. 

Superintendent of the Line's Circular No. 703 of 28 November 1896 slightly varied the conditions in that tickets were 
allowed to be issued between stations where the 3rd class single journey fare was not less than 2s 6d, rather than exceeding 
this figure as was previously the case. The concession was also granted of allowing travel without additional payment to a 
station short of the return journey destination station, providing the fare to such short station was not greater than that to the 
station shown on the ticket, the ticket to be given up. Additionally, tickets issued for Bank Holiday week-ends were made 
available for return on the Sunday, Monday or Tuesday following the Friday or Saturday of issue. The Circular also 
indicated that vouchers for 1897 were to be printed on yellow paper, with the Association membership cards also being 
yellow. 

Further alteration and amplification of the conditions took place during 1897. Superintendent of the Line's Circular No. 725 
set out full details and indicated that the colour of the vouchers and membership cards was to change each year, that for 1898 
being pink. It also covered the issue of re-book vouchers, used when a Commercial Traveller desired to travel between two 
stations where through fares were not in operation. In such cases a ticket to an appropriate through booking station was 
issued, together with a voucher authorising the issue at single fare of a return ticket from there to the final destination. 

Unlike some other cheap fares, those for commercial travellers remained available during the early years of the war. They 
were, however, suspended from 1 January 1917 (Great Western Railway Magazine Vol 29 p2.5). The facility was restored 
on and from 19 August 1921, at 11 /3  the single fare, with a minimum of 10/- for 1st class and 5/- for 3rd class (Railway 
Gazette Vol 35 pp239&330). 

The circulars show that the special 1st and 3rd class tickets were supplied in printed destination versions, and in both local 
and foreign blank card versions. 

Conditions on the backs of Commercial Traveller tickets are shown below. 

This Ticket is not trans-
ferable, and if need by any 
other than the pea-ron to 
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MARKET TICKETS 

Market tickets, return only, were available from very early days. They were issued to market towns on market days only 
and were usually limited to use by specified trains on those days. Tickets were available on demand from booking offices 
and the original fare basis is thought to have been 11/2  times the single fare for the return journey. 

It is likely that originally the only tickets issued were Government Class. From 1 April 1872 the Midland carried third class 
passengers by all trains, and it is probable that from that date the designation "Gov't Class" on tickets was replaced by 
"Third Class". In later years first class market tickets were available for certain journeys, but their use will have been 
limited. They are shown separately from the main sequence. 

Market tickets were one of the few cheap travel facilities that continued during the First World War. According to Railway 
Gazette Vol 35 page 981 the rate at which market travel was charged was reduced in 1922 from 11/2  to 11 /3  the single fare. 

Conditions on the backs of market tickets are shown below. 
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A separate series of market tickets was 
produced for issue to company's servants 
and their families. Unlike ordinary 
market tickets these were printed initially 
with conditions as found on ordinary 
returns then later tickets had privilege 
ticket conditions. The versions used are 
shown to the right. 
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MARKET TICKETS 

Early tickets, from left to right: 
1. Space for a probably earlier type. 
2. The first type presently known. Conditions M1 are on the back. 
3. Shape and layout of the audit snip changed to a more elongated form, the corresponding change on ordinary returns had taken 
place by August 1882. The snip now included both station names. Conditions M1 continued. Earliest date seen: 23 Apr 1884. 
4. Conditions changed to M2. Earliest date seen: 15 Jan 1887. 

Below left: Conditions changed to M3. Earliest date seen: 11 Sep 1889. 
Below right: The audit snip was restored to its former shape and continued to contain the names of both stations. 
Conditions M3 continued. Earliest date seen: 16 Nov 1889. At some time during the 1880s specially printed child tickets 
were introduced, these obviously omitted the snip. 
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Below left: Fare added to the outward half of the ticket. Conditions M3 continued. Earliest date seen: 11 Jun 1892. 
Below right: From 15 July 1892 new tickets were printed with a small serial number on the return half. Conditions M3 
continued. 
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TOURIST TICKETS 

Tourist tickets were in use by the early 1860s. The list of destinations to which they could be issued was fixed for each 
season and was published in the company's Tourist programme. Generous provision was made for break of journey, in 
contrast to ordinary return tickets, and this was one of the attractions as fares were often not significantly (if at all) lower 
than the ordinary fares. The Office of the Superintendent of the Line issued a circular each year covering tourist bookings 
for the summer season, and in later years a second circular dealing with arrangements after the season ended. The following 
notes are abstracted from the circulars for 1870-1872, 1886 and 1889-1901 and from other later sources. 

In 1870 issue of tourist tickets commenced at the end of May and continued until the end of October. In 1871 issue to 
stations in England, Ireland and Wales commenced on 22 May and to stations in Scotland on 1 June. First, second and third 
class tickets were available, although the list of destinations for third class passengers was limited. Issue was again 
discontinued at the end of October, except for tickets to Morecambe from Normanton, Leeds, Bradford and Midland stations 
north thereof which continued to be available throughout the winter. In 1872 general issue was from 13 May until 31 
October, with 3rd class tickets being issued to all places to which tourist tickets were issued except stations south of London, 
the Snowdon Tour, the North of Ireland Circular Tour and the Lakes of Killarney Circular Tour. Throughout this period all 
tourist tickets were available for one month, but by the start of the 1876 season this uniform availability had been changed. 

In 1886 tickets were issued from 1 June to 31 October and their availability was stated to be the same as last season, i.e.: 
any day up to and including 31 December - to Midland stations except Malvern and Brecon, to stations in Scotland and to 
stations on the NER, MS&LR, GER, E&MR and S&W&SBR; 
2 calendar months from day of issue - to Malvern, Brecon, north and south Wales, the west and south of England, stations 
on the L&NWR, GWR, Cambrian Rlys, L&YR, Furness Rly, CK&PR and NSR, stations in Ireland and the Isle of Man. 
Some two monthly tickets could be extended to 31 December on extra payment. 

The1886 circular includes a paragraph stating that all new tickets supplied will be printed in accordance with these 
instructions and all tickets in stock available for more than 2 months are now so printed and in the case of tickets available 
for 2 months which are printed 1 month only the alteration must be made with stamp or pen as heretofore. A ticket so 
stamped and issued in 1876 is known, the paragraph presumably appeared in the circular for that year and it continued 
through to the 1901 circular. 

From 1889 the season was standardised as from 1 May to 31 October. Ticket availability from 1888 to 1890 was the same 
as for 1886, and it continued to be the same to 1901 inclusive with the following changes: 

1891 East & West Junction Rly added to 31 December list; 
1892 Droitwich added to 2 month list; 
1894 Eastern & Midlands Rly changed to Midland & Great Northern Rly; 
1895 Severn & Wye & Severn Bridge Rly changed to Severn & Wye Joint Rly; 
1897 Ireland moved from the 2 month into the 31 December list; 
1899 Swansea moved from the 31 December to the 2 month list. 

In 1889 a note appeared to the effect that the Oban circular tour must this year be by card tickets if in stock. In 1893 
bookings for the Snowdon Tour, the North of Ireland Circular Tour and the Lakes of Killarney Circular Tour were 
withdrawn and tickets in stock had to be returned. 

Discontinuance of tourist tickets on 31 October 1889 was of all bookings except those to Morecambe from Normanton, 
Leeds, Bradford, Barnsley and all Midland stations north thereof and from Barnsley, Bradford, Shipley and Midland stations 
north thereof to Scarborough, Whitby, Filey, Bridlington, Saltburn, Redcar and Seaton. All these, with tickets available for 
2 months, were to continue throughout the winter. These winter bookings continued in 1890, in 1891 with Grange added to 
Morecambe and in 1892 with Robin Hoods Bay, Withernsea, Hornsea, Sunderland, Richmond, Hartlepool (East), 
Tynemouth, Whitley, Cullercoats, South Shields, Barnard Castle and Berwick added to the North Eastern Rly destinations. 
This pattern continued to 1897 inclusive, with the addition in 1896 of Ulverston to Morecambe and Grange, and of Ilkley 
and Harrogate to the NER stations. 

In 1898 most bookings were made available during winter, tickets being available for 2 months only. Exclusions were 
Scotland, Isle of Man, Ireland except Portrush, Warrenpoint, Newcastle and Bundoran, and a few other specified 
destinations. The 1900 circular noted that if 2 month tickets were not in stock for any winter booking then the necessary 
alteration must be made with the pen. 
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TOURIST TICKETS 

The Tourist Programme in the July 1903 timetable continued the two different availabilities but with somewhat changed lists, 
i.e. 
any day up to and including 31 December - Buxton, Matlock, Morecambe, Lancaster, Carlisle, Appleby, Hawes, Dent, 
Horton-in-Ribblesdale, Settle, Bentham, Arkholme, Ingleton, Ilkley, Ben Rhydding, Cheltenham, Stratford-on-Avon, Bath, 
Southend-on-Sea , stations in Scotland and Ireland and stations on the S&WJt, NER, GER, GCR and M&GNJt; 
2 calendar months from day of issue - all other cases. 

For the 1905 (and possibly the 1904) season tourist tickets to all stations in England, Scotland and Wales and to most stations 
in Ireland were available for six months; the Irish exceptions saw availability of six months, up to 31 December or two 
months depending on the month of issue. This remained the case in 1914 and presumably during the intervening years. The 
onset of War caused severe restrictions on rail travel. Tourist bookings were suspended from 1 May 1916 by order of the 
Railway Executive Committee and were not restored until 1 May 1922. The availability was then limited to two months, 
with break of journey allowed. 

Conditions on the backs of tourist tickets are shown below. 
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TOURIST TICKETS 

From 15 July 1892 new tickets were printed with a small serial number at the left hand side. Availability of 2 months or to 
31 December continued, as did conditions T3. Earliest issue date seen: 7 Jul 1894. 

Tickets changed to a vertically printed format. Tickets printed with availability of 2 months or to 31 December continued, as 
did conditions T3. Earliest issue date seen: 1 Oct 1895. 
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Colours reversed in order to correspond to those used for ordinary return tickets. Availability of 2 months or to 31 December 
continued. There were some bookings for which tickets issued during the season were available to the end of the year and 
those issued during the winter for 2 months only, it is assumed that these were catered for by tickets marked "Available to 
return as per Advertisement." Conditions T3 continued. Earliest date seen: 31 Jul 1895. 
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TOURIST TICKETS 

The initial 'T', for tourist was added in the audit snip. It is assumed that the three return availabilities continued, as did 
conditions T5a or T5b. Earliest issue date seen: 17 Aug 1904. 

Availability notice standardised for all tourist tickets. Conditions T5a or T5b continued. 
Earliest issue date seen: 25 May 1904. 

Change in style of the overprinted 'R' to a smaller and more pointed version. Conditions T5a or T5b continued. 
Earliest issue date seen: 
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PRIVILEGE TICKETS 

Privilege tickets were introduced on 17 August 1889. They could originally be issued to all members of staff for 
themselves, their wives and their children under the age of 15 and were charged at one quarter of the ordinary fare with 
children under 12 travelling at half that rate. Initially only local 3rd class return tickets were available, but from 23 
February 1891 availability was extended to certain foreign stations to which Midland trains ran, and to certain joint line 
journeys. Single tickets did not come into use until 8 September 1892, they were subject to the same restrictions as returns. 

General Order 385/N.S.70 dated 20 December 1894 for implementation from 1 January 1895 announced that arrangements 
had been made for the interchange of third class return privilege tickets with the following companies: 

Brecon & Merthyr 
Cambrian 
Cleator & Workington 
Furness 
Great Eastern 
Great Northern 
Hull & Barnsley  

Lancashire & Yorkshire 
London Brighton & South Coast 
London Chatham & Dover 
London & North Western 
London & South Western 
London Tilbury & Southend 
Manchester Sheffield & Lines  

Maryport & Carlisle 
Midland & South Western Junction 
North Eastern 
North London 
North Staffordshire 
West Lancashire 

Distinct foreign tickets were then supplied and from that date the interchange of privilege tickets grew rapidly, fuelled by the 
activities of the Railway Employees Privilege Ticket Association. By 1905 the Midland had reciprocal arrangements with 53 
other companies in England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. 

Local 1st class single and return privilege tickets were introduced from 2 November 1896, and 1st class foreign returns from 
January 1897. 

Conditions on the backs of privilege tickets are shown below. 
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PRIVILEGE TICKETS 

General Order 359/N.S.44 dated 15 August 1889 announced the introduction of privilege tickets as from 17 August 1889. 
Only 3rd class return tickets were available, to Midland stations only where no foreign line intervened in the journey. 
Children under 12 were allowed to travel at half the adult fare. By General Order 364/N.S.49 dated 23 February 1891 
availability was extended to certain foreign stations to which Midland trains ran, and to certain joint line journeys. 

Although the tickets shown both date from after Order 364 it has been assumed that they are in the originally adopted 
horizontally printed format. Conditions P1 are on the backs. 

From 15 July 1892 all new tickets printed had the left hand serial number shown in small numerals. Conditions P1 contined. 

Single tickets did not come into use until 8 September 1892, when General Order 372/N.S.59 announced that a special series 
of blank card tickets will be supplied. As with returns, only 3rd class tickets were available, and only to Midland stations 
and those foreign and joint line stations to which return tickets were issued. Fully printed tickets will also have been used 
when demand so warranted. Conditions P1 continued. 

B.S1 

Conditions changed to P2 on both single and return tickets. Earliest date seen: 22 Sep 1894 
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PRIVILEGE TICKETS 

Circular 624 from the Superintendent of the Line, dated 31 May 1893, states that it has been decided in future to print return 
privilege tickets in return ticket form, tickets of the new pattern to be supplied as the old ones are exhausted. The first 
return style prints carried conditions P3. 
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General Order 385/N.S.70 dated 20 December 1894 for implementation from 1 January 1895 announced the introduction of 
interchange foreign return tickets and stated that the outward halves of all returns were to be available for one week and the 
return halves for one month. This is thought to have caused a number of changes - the conditions on all singles and returns 
were altered to P4, the availability was printed on the newly supplied tickets and distinctively coloured card was introduced 
for foreign tickets. The Order made clear that existing stocks of fully printed singles and returns were to be used up, that 
blank cards held in stock were in future only to be issued for purely local journeys and that a new series of blank cards were 
to be supplied for foreign bookings. Some fully printed foreign returns also appeared and it appears that future supplies of 
printed singles for the previously agreed foreign and joint line stations were printed on card in the foreign colours. 
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PRIVILEGE TICKETS 

Tickets in new colours, following the colour simplification of 1902. To assist identification a large skeleton 'It' was added 
to return halves. Conditions P5a or P5b continued. Earliest date seen: 24 Dec 1903 
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Conditions changed to P7, including with the large reference number 1 on 1st class or 2 on 3rd class tickets. 
Earliest date seen: 25 Nov 1913 
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WEEKEND RETURNS 

The Midland had three forms of weekend ticket, Saturday to Monday introduced probably in 1907 and shown earlier in the 
collection (with ordinary conditions on the backs), short date and long date. Short date tickets had a maximum availability of five 
days, they could be issued on Friday or Saturday and the return journey had to be made on the following Sunday, Monday or 
Tuesday. Long date tickets were also for issue on Friday or Saturday, but these were available for the return journey on any day 
from Sunday to the Monday of the following week 

Short date tickets were in use by the early 1880s, they were originally headed 'FRIDAY or SATURDAY EXCURSION (5)', then 
`WEEK-END EXCURSION (5)'. Long date tickets are thought from Superintendent of the Line's Circulars to have come into use 
for the summer season only in one of the years 1887-1889 and were originally headed '10 or 11 DAYS EXC'N'. From about the 
turn of the century the headings were changed to 'WEEK-END TICKET' and 'LONG DATE WEEKEND' respectively. The list 
of available destinations for the long date tickets was much shorter than that for the short date, in 1889 they were limited to 
Morecambe, Ilkley, Harrogate, Scarborough, Whitby, Filey, Bridlington, Southport, Blackpool, Grimsby and Cleethorpes. The 
choice was gradually expanded but most destinations were always sea-side towns on foreign lines, indeed the only purely Midland 
destinations available from Leicester in the 1914 season were Matlock or Matlock Bath and Morecambe. 

Issue of both categories was during the summer season only (May or June to the end of October) until 1891, some short date tickets 
were continued for the winters 1892-1894 and some long date for the winter of 1895. From 1896 onwards the summer programme 
was simply continued, with a few exceptions, for both categories of ticket. 

As with excursion tickets, the issue of both short and long date tickets was suspended on and after 29 March 1915 due to the War; 
unlike excursion tickets, however, there is no record of them having been resumed at any time prior to the grouping. 

Short date tickets were originally printed with standard excursion conditions on the backs, these were later amended to a form 
specific to short and long date tickets but from about 1899 excursion conditions were again adopted. Copies of the relevant 
conditions are shown below. 
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SHORT DATE WEEKEND RETURNS 

Early tickets with excursion conditions X lc on the backs. They are thought to have been introduced by or in the early 1880s, with 
the designation 'FRIDAY or SATURDAY EXCURSION (5)' on the outward half, changing by 1885 to 'WEEK-END 
EXCURSION(5)'. The elongated triangular shape of the audit snip was in use on ordinary returns by August 1882. 

Conditions changed to WEL specific to weekend tickets. Earliest date seen: 

From early 1884 some pre-dated excursion tickets were printed with a later form of audit snip in which was printed a numeral 
indicating the maximum number of days for which the ticket was valid and, below this, the station names abbreviated if necessary. 
This form of snip was not used for ordinary returns until about 1890 and may not have been adopted for short date tickets until that 
time. Tickets have been noted with and without a printed fare. Conditions WEI continued. Earliest date seen: 

From 15 July 1892 all new tickets supplied had the left hand serial number changed so as to appear in small numerals. Possibly at 
the same time the conditions were slightly changed to form WE2a or WE2b, the two being used contemporaneously. 
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SHORT DATE WEEKEND RETURNS 

From some time in 1892/3 all excursion 
tickets that were to be dated on issue were 
printed in vertical format, with "over" on 
the return half. It is assumed that this also 
applied to short date tickets. During the 
currency of this type the colours of third 
class tickets were changed. Conditions 
WE2a or WE2b continued. 

Earliest issue dates seen: 
Old colours: 24 Aug 1894 
New colours: 1 Oct 1898 

Notice on the return half changed from 
"over" to "See back". Conditions WE2a 
or WE2b continued. 

Earliest issue date seen: 16 Sep 1898 

During the currency of this type it appears 
to have been decided to provide separate 
local and foreign blank cards. Printing of 
this distinction on the return half led to a 
reversion to the word "over" on the 
return halves of blank cards only. 
Conditions WE2a or WE2b continued. 
Earliest issue date seen: 18 May 1900 
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StrikeOut





FF 
a LP Ill 

C. .TIIIIID I CLA 

M.R,Av'able on \ LO 
day of issue only, \ 

( 
WEEK-END TICKET. 

H SEFFIELD to 
TYNEMOUTH (N. E.) 

Via Pontefract 
THIRD CLASS. 

• 

Ay 
Satu 
folio 
adve 
Blac 
L 

ViaAia 

bletoEtTURNy. 
ay 

lest 
sed by t B' 

KET 
softer 

DAY 
as 

.) to 
R 
girth 

CL 
14  

day of issue only. 14 
WEEK-END TICKET. 

LEICESTER to 
BLACKPOOL (L AU 

ViaBugsworth & Ana oats June 
THIRD CLASS. 

4 
m AEK-aD 5 CKET tr le toRETURNalth arta 

CTESDAVY 
las' 

0 

(1 0 C A 
S 

11,1.1%,Av'able on 
day of issue only. 
WEEKEND TI CBE 

Vi 
THIRD CLASS. 

247 H.  HEE  
olb'n 

KD acKET 
oltiaTUlt b 

M 
A 
Sa 
of 

to 
l ill 

(FOREIGN!  

(FOREIGN) 
IN.R.Av'able on 
day seas only. 
W ND TIBET 

t 

- Via 
T IRD CL SS. 

MAY' bletfETIFitbilw1411713K'  a:—F  Sat .), foil Tisst 
 D  A

iga a
l
p 

 
ads' Bi 

0 CAL) 0 

(L C A L) w fr, 
KB,  Av'able on 
day of issue only. 

VVF D TICK 4T.  
to 

te" Via  
THIRD C 

Toll 
Office 

to 

Via 

(F0 

(FOREMN) </ W 
AY'a on.  

day of issue 
EEK-END__TICKE 
H L N -IAM 

Vi 

III 
IF REIG over 

(FORFIGN) 
AseableonN,, I 

day of issue only. I 
Viii.Eii-END TICKET ,r".. 

Stich+ to 
By 

M.R,Av`able on 
day of issue only. " 
WEEK-END TICKET. 

LEEDS to 
CARNFORTH (F. 8611.,) 

Via Wenning ton 
FIRST CLASS. 

— 7-1 b d 
0 2 0 

R.t  F N !' 
a, 

o TCart. sy TL SLAY 
is 

ills. 

TH TO 
N T A NI 

, IRS AS... 
,_ u.......saa... — .„.. 1 ,..: 

W ii TVI,R. AV'able on fq P. day of issue only. 
'.VEEK-END  TICKET.  

BRADFORD I o 
II.,11.1....3b..1-1( MID 

Via Baildon 
FIRST CLASS. 

it•spicivQ5 
3 5 9 8  

M.1:2 . WEEK-END TICKET 
tie toltiCTOBN;w1tnefi,ez 

tallow et ate o e, ae wives sed by B 
Turross 

K. 1 to 
NO ilk ANI 

r T.I CAS 
(SEE BACK) 

V .P Ac aces  0‹ lil 
day of issue only. 
SEEK-END  
Nottingham to 
KIRKS CALL. 

-- 
THIRD CLASS. 

SHORT DATE WEEKEND RETURNS 

In 1902 the company undertook a major 
revision and simplification of their ticket 
colours. To assist identification a large 
skeleton R was added to the return half. 
Conditions X3a or X3b continued. 

Earliest issue date seen: 24 Feb 1904 

During the currency of this type some 3rd 
class tickets were printed on scarlet, 
chalk-surfaced card, rather than the 
normal brick-red 

The number 5 in the audit snip was 
replaced by the initial `E'. Conditions 
X3a or X3b continued. 

Earliest issue date seen: 20 Apr 1905 
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SHORT DATE WEEKEND RETURNS 

Form of capital `R' overprint changed to a 
smaller and more pointed version. Note, 
however, that some tickets may still have 
been printed with the larger overprint 
after the introduction of the smaller one. 
Conditions X3a or X3b continued. 

Earliest issue date seen: 27 Aug 1910 

Conditions changed to either X4a or X4b 
the two forms being contemporary. Note 
that the large reference numbers 1 and 2 
were used respectively for 1st and 3rd 
class issues, unlike most other excursion 
tickets which used the number 3. This is 
the type in use when weekend returns 
were suspended on and from 29 March 
1915; they do not appear to have resumed 
after the War. 

Earliest date seen: 1 Mar 1913 
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SHORT DATE WEEKEND RETURNS - TO L.T.& S.R.  

When the Tottenham & Forest Gate Joint Committee's line linking the Tottenham & Hampstead Joint and the London Tilbury & 
Southend Railways opened on 9 July 1894 the Midland worked one train each way per day from St. Pancras through to 
Southend. It was withdrawn (as planned) from 15 October and resumed with two trains each way on 1 June 1895, increased to 
four from 1 July that year. Stops were also made at the LT&S stations at Leigh and Westcliffe-on-Sea. Midland short date 
weekend excursion tickets to Southend (and possibly the other two LT&S stations) were issued at Midland stations at least as far 
north as Bedford and also at T&HJ and T&FG stations. Their date of introduction is not known. 

The tickets followed the colours and general formats used for short date tickets but differed in that the availability notice on the 
return half was changed so as not to exclude a return journey on the Saturday. 
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LONG DATE WEEKEND RETURNS 

Long date tickets were known initially as 10 or 11 days excursion tickets, the first known are printed in vertical format although 
there could have been earlier horizontal prints. Conditions WE2a or WE2b are on the backs. 
Earliest issue date seen: 15 Jul 1899 

Notice on the return half changed from "over" to "See back". Conditions WE2a or WE2b continued. 
Earliest issue date seen: 17 Sep 1898 

During the currency of this type it appears to have been decided to provide separate local and foreign blank cards. Printing of this 
distinction on the return half led to a reversion to the word "over" on the return halves of blank cards only. Conditions WE2a or 
WE2b continued. 
Earliest issue date seen: 28 Sep 1901 
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LONG DATE WEEKEND RETURNS 

Conditions changed to standard excursion 
conditions X3a or X3b, the two forms 
being contemporary. These conditions 
had been adopted for other categories of 
excursion by July 1899 and it is likely that 
the change for weekend tickets was made 
at the same time. 

Earliest issue date seen: 18 Aug 1900 

Designation changed from '10 or 11 
DAYS EXC'N' to 'LONG DATE 
WEEK-END'. Conditions X3a or X3b 
continued. 

Earliest issue date seen: 11 Jul 1903 

In 1902 the company undertook a major 
revision and simplification of their ticket 
colours. To assist identification a large 
skeleton R was added to the return half. 
Conditions X3a or X3b continued. 

Earliest issue date seen: 26 Sep 1903 

David  Geldard
StrikeOut





This TickA is issued. 
subject to the Regu-
lations & Conditiotis 
stated in the Co's time 
tables & special Bills 
relating to Workmen. 

This Ticket is issued 
subject to the Regu-
lations &.Conditions 
stated in the Co's time 
tables & special Bills 
relating to Workmen. 
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03. This Ticket 38 loaned 
at the reduced fare tinder the 
Cols Bye Laws Public Notices 
& General Regulations and on 
the express condition that the 
holder shall not be entitled 
to claim compensation to a 
greater amount than 4:100. 

Cr.1%. This Ticket is maned 
at the reduced fare under the 
CO.'s Rye Laws Public Notices 
&General Regulations and on 
the express condition that the 
holder shall not be entitled 
to Mann compensation to a 
greater amount than £100. 

0.9 This Ticket la issued 
• at the reduced fare tinder the 

Co.'s Bye Laws Public Notices 
& General Regulations and on 
the express condition that the 
holder shall sot be entitled 
to claim compensation to a 
greater amount than £100. 

B This Ticket is issued 
et theledueed fare under the. 
Co.'s Bye Laws Public Notices 
&General Regulations and on 
the express coedit ion that the 
holder shall not be entitled 
to claim COMpeOsSIi0O to 
greater amount than Xina. 

us-)3 

WORKMEN'S DAILY TICKETS - LONDON 

The Midland Railway was under no statutory obligation to run workmen's trains, other than that stipulated in the Cheap 
Trains Act of 1883. That Act provided exemption from passenger duty of all fares not exceeding ld per mile and the 
reduction of duty from 5% to 2% on all other fares between stations within urban districts with a population of not less than 
100,000. In return, railway companies were required to provide proper and sufficient workmen's trains at such fares and at 
such times between 6.00 p.m. and 8.00 a.m. as appeared to the Board of Trade to be reasonable. The Act did not impose 
workmen's trains, but any company not complying with any order by the Board of Trade to run such a train forfeited the 
benefits of exemption from, and reduction of, duty. 

There is no record of any order to the Midland having been made by the BoT and all workmen's trains appear to have been 
provided on a voluntary basis. The Board sent out regular questionnaires to all railways with a London terminus and the 
1897 response to these established that the Midland's first workmen's train ran on 2 March 1885, leaving South Tottenham 
& Stamford Hill at 4.55 a.m. and calling at all stations to Moorgate Street where it arrived at 5.33 a.m. A second train 
commenced to run on 12 June 1893, leaving Hendon at 5.40 a.m. and arriving at Moorgate Street at 6.13 a.m. The lowest 
return fare was 2d and the highest 4d., tickets were available to return by any Midland train leaving Moorgate Street after 12 
noon on the day of issue. By May 1898 one train each day was working into St. Pancras rather than Moorgate Street. 

At some date between October 1899 and May 1900 some of the South Tottenham trains were extended over the T&FG line 
to Woodgrange Park. The 1902 return to the Board of Trade showed that by 1899 the number of workmen's trains had risen 
from two to five, and it remained at that figure in 1902 and indeed in 1903 and 1904. The timetables for July in those years 
identify workmen's trains as the 4.55 a.m. from South Tottenham, 5.35 a.m. and 6.10 a.m. from Woodgrange Park and 
5.28 a.m. and 6.55 a.m. from Hendon. All ran to Moorgate Street except for the 5.35 ex Woodgrange Park which 
terminated at St. Pancras. At some date between April and July 1906 cheap workmen's fares were also made available on 
early morning down trains from Moorgate Street and St. Pancras, returning by any train starting from the destination after 
12 noon. 

Workmen's trains continued to run on both lines throughout the War. Fares remained at pre-War levels until 1 September 
1920, from which date a new workmen's fare scale according to mileage was introduced. Railway Gazette (Volume 33 page 
162) gives this scale as follows: up to 2 miles - 3d; 2 to 21 /3  miles - 31/2d; 21 /3  to 22/3  miles 4d; 22/3  to 3 miles - 41/2d; 3 to 
31 /3  miles - 5d; 31 /3  to 32/3  miles 51/2d, 32/3  to 4 miles 6d; over 4 miles - 6d for the first 4 plus 1/2d for every 1/2  mile 
thereafter. No increase to more than double the old fare was allowed, but this did little to soften the blow. For example, the 
old minimum fare of 2d rose to 3d and the old 4d fare between Hendon and the City rose from 4d to 8d, at which level it 
was capped. 

No workmen's trains were identified in the May 1922 timetable, although early departures from the T&FG line and from 
Hendon will have qualified as such; all ran to St. Pancras. 

There were also some longer distance workmen's bookings from stations on the main line; Mill Hill, Napsbury, St. Albans 
and Luton have all been noted on tickets. No background information for any service beyond Hendon has been found, and 
special arrangements may have been in place. 

Conditions on London area daily workmen's tickets are shown below. 
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tions and Conditions 
stated in the. Co 's 
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WORKMEN'S DAILY TICKETS - LONDON 

Specimen set, there is no evidence that these tickets were ever brought into use. The layout is the same as that of the 
standard workman's daily return of about 1910, but the colours do, of course, differ. It is possible that the idea was to issue 
different colours in different weeks to try and prevent fraud. The backs are blank, despite the notice on the return half. 

Sets of six tickets, one for each day of the week, were used both on the Woodgrange Park and the Hendon services. It 
would appear that a different colour was used each week on a four weekly rotation. This may have been a short-lived 
facility, the earliest ticket seen is dated 3 March 1911 and the latest 26 September 1911. Despite the "week ending" notice 
the date actually stamped on the ticket may be any day of the week! Conditions W2 are on the back. 

Other tickets. (a) The terminus of the T&FG service at Woodgrange Park was in fact a LT&SR station and that company 
supplied the tickets for the Midland workmen's trains, mimicking Midland style and colour and with conditions W1 on the 
backs. Services to Moorgate St. and St. Pancras are shown in the LT&SR timetable for June 1904, tickets to St. Pancras 
have been seen dated from June 1907 (Series 4) to September 1923. (b) Longer distance main line tickets, some may have 
been standard but, particularly in view of the return availability on 9926, all may have been non-standard. 
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WORKMEN'S DAILY TICKETS - PROVINCIAL 

Workmen's daily returns were also issued in some provincial districts, although these were usually by ordinary trains rather 
than specific workmen's trains. The latter seem rarely to be shown in public timetables. The districts and workmen's trains 
noted are: 

Barnsley to Elsecar (and possibly beyond). 
Birmingham the line to Walsall. 

to King's Norton via Bournville (5.25 ex-Birmingham in July 1903 timetable). 
Bristol from and to Staple Hill (and possibly beyond). 

to Avonmouth Dock (5.05 ex-Temple Mead in July 1903 timetable). 
Derby from Draycott 5.22 in July 1903 timetable. 
Lancaster Halton. 
Yorkshire over an area bounded by Skipton, Guiseley, Bradford and Leeds. 

These facilities were all introduced later than those in London and probably came into operation at different times. Those in 
Yorkshire appear to have been the earliest. The availability differed from that applicable in London, tickets being valid to 
return by any train after 4.00 p.m. or after 12 noon if used on Saturday. 

Two-coupon tickets were usually used, but for some special arrangements single coupon tickets were issued. 

Conditions on provincial daily workmen's tickets are shown below. 
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MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
Commencing on 

MONDAY, JULY 19th, 1909, 

Workmen's Train 
Will run as under : 

Swa!isea Thsot. 
ma,dep. 

Mondays 
only. 

Tuesdays to 
Saturdays 
inclusive. 

Brynamman dep. 

Daily. 

p. m. 
3.45 6.0 a.m. 5.25 a.m.. 

Upper Bank „ 6.4 5.29 Cwmllynfell „ 3.55 
Morfiston ... „ 6.8 , 5.33 Gwys ... „ 4.2 
Clydach ... „ 6.12 5.37 Ystalyfera... „ 4.12 
Glais 6.16 5.41 Pontardawe arr. 4.21 
Pontardawe ,, 6.21 5.46 Glais 4.29 
Ystalyfera... arr. 6.31 5.56 Clydach ... „ 4.32 
Gwys 6.40 6.8 Morriston ... „ 4.36 
Cwmllynfell „ 6.48 6.16 Upper Bank „ 4.40 
Brynamman „ 6.53 6.21 Swansea st. 

Thomas. 7 7 4.46 

Weekly Tickets at Reduced Fares will be issued to Workmen 
from Swansea and Stations to Pontardawe inclusive, to 
Ystalyfera, Gwys, Cwmllynfell, and Brynamman, available 
by the above trains only. 

The promoters hope that the Workmen's Trains will be 
patronized to the fullest extent by everyone possible now 
it has been decided to run them. 

Any further information can be obtained from the Stations ; the 
District Traffic Superintendent, 44 Wind Street, Swansea ; 
Mr. C. B. Griffiths, Bonymaen ; or Mr. Benjamin Jenkins, 
Llangoch, Bonymaen. 







R. 'S TRAIN. 
NOT Tat RABLE 

BIRMINGHAM to 
BOURNV1LLE 

ANC BACK. B. 5. tr, FEB. 10. 1900 
Available for one journey by any train 

reaching its destination before 8. O. a. m. 
returning by any train after 4.0. A. m. 
(Saturdays after 12. 0, noon.) 

BIRMINGHAM to 
uULRNYILLB 9ltrmtg 81 

AND BACK. 
MAR. 26.toiMAR.31.19Cr 

Available for one journey by any train 
reaching its destination before 8. 0. a. m. 
returning by any train after 4.0. p. m. 
(Saturdays after 12. 0. noon.) 

to.(1- 

IV!. R. V''.3 1.17,' 'IT 
ri) RY 

rermHESTER (C) 
AND BACK. 

.TUNE 1. to JUNE 6.1963. 
Available by trains leaving before 8.0. a.m. 

(Monday by trains reaching Manchester before 
9. 0. a.m.) & on the f by any train after 
4. 0. p.m. & on Saba after 12. 0. noon. 

25 

M. R. WORKMAN S TICKET 
IDIDSBURY to 

MANCHESTER (C) 
AND BACK. 

..4UNE 22 T.., 0 Ur% 27. 19B. 
Available by train, leaving before 5.0. a.m. 

(Monday by trains re. • ling Manchester before 
9.0.a 6: on the by any train otter 
4. 0. p.m. it on Sr after 12. 0. noon. 

M. R. WORKMAN'S TICKET 
DIDSEURY to 

MANCHESTER (C) 
AND BACK. 

JUNE 8. to JUNE 13.1503. 
Available by trains leaving before 8.0. a.m. 

(Monday by trains reachii Manchester before 
9.0. a. & on the rote' any train  after 
4. 0. p. tn. & on Satard: ,r It 0. noon. 
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AND BACK. 
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m.)  & on the return by any train 
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DIDSBURY to 
MANCHESTER (0) 

AND BACK. 
JUN E15. to JU NE-  '20. 1i4-413. 
Available by trains leave g hclore 8.0. a.m. 

(Monday by trains reaching Manchester before 
9.0. a. in.) & on the return ay any train after 
4. 0. p.m. & on Saturday attar 12. 0.  noon. 

M. R. WORKMAN'S TICKET 

I 1  

HOLMES to 
BRIGHTSIDE 

MY1 TRANS1,1,1;:.11;1.1.: 

AND BACK. 
NOV. 20. to NOV. 25. 1899. 
Available by any train arriving at the desti 
nation station before 8.0. a. m. (Monday 
90. a, m.) & on the return by any train 
after 4.0. n. m. (Saturday after 12.0. noon 

WORKMEN'S WEEKLY TICKETS - GROUP 2 

Tickets without conditions but with the week number repeated on the back in the same two positions as on the front. Note 
that the outward availability limitation differs slightly from district to district. 

Birmingham district. These tickets are headed "WORKMAN'S TRAIN", presumably because a train so marked was shown 
in the public timetables, leaving Birmingham at 5.25 a.m. Later trains were not marked as such but the tickets were 
presumably valid thereon. It appears that the ticket colour was changed each week. 

M. R. 0(1w,')S T114m. Ris 
woT rr,i1; 

BIRMINGHAM to 
BOURNVILLE StireZ! 

AND  EAOi(. 
JAN. 29. so FEB. 3 19C 

Available for one journey by any t_ 
reaching its destination before G. 0. a. 
returning by any train alLcr 4.0. 11.  10- 
i:34tuydays after 12. 0. noon.) 

Manchester district, the heading is "WORKMAN'S TICKET". It appears that the ticket colour was changed each week. 

Sheffield district, the heading is "WORKMAN'S TICKET". 

2 mi,....L..s.._  I 53 
BRI$HTSIDE ityl 

--ir,_ 
AN BACK 

JAN 6. to JAN.  11.1S,02. 
available by say trate anevueg at the time - 

1. scion slalom before b. 0. a. Ea Cliecia7 
e  n & 01.) a nn time Mara bi say onus 

4  0 o lo Sutures," after 12.  te none 



4., 
m. R. 'NORKMA 

BIRMINGHAM  NA 
BOIIIINVILLE to 

VIA Flee. WAYS 
N'FrEB. 15. to FEB, 20.1309,  
.Available :or One journey each way aailY 

NOT TRANSFERABLE. 
back hereof 

,„,, R. WORKMAN'S TICKET. 
BOUBATVILLE to 

BIRMINGHAM eopx 
VIA FIVE WAYS ' -;,ri 

JUNE 14. to JUNE 19. 1909. ....1 
ZAvailable for One journey each way daily. 

NOT TRANSFERABLE., 
Issued subjectto conditionson backhereof 

opp

R.
r, 

 vvo TICKET. 
BOURNVILLE to 

tali BIRMINGHAM 201 
VIA FIVE WAYS 

SEP. 20. to SEP. 25. 1909. 
Available for One journey each way daily 

NOT TRANSFERABLE. 
Issued subject to conditions on back hereof 

V1. R.. WORKMAN'S TICKET 

U BARNSLEY  to 
EOGLESFIELD o.Z% 

JULY 3. to JULY 13. 1912. 
Available for One journey each way daily  "+j  

NOT TRANSFERABLE. 
• Issued subject t o colun o hank be ie of 

W 
rj BAR NS..'LEY to 

RI iGHTSIOE & BACK 
SFFT. 2i. to SEPT. 26, :904.. 

Available for One journey each way daily. 
NOT TRANSFERABLE. 

Issued subiect to conditions on back hereof. 

..R. WORKMAN. 3rd.CLASS. 

,R, KMAN, ,73rd.O1ASS. 
linter 

BOUP.VVILLF,  to 
NORTHFIELD & BACK. 

- NOV. 3. to NOV. Z. 1613. 
vaatacie for One journey each way hail 

NOT TRANSFERABLE. 
fl f, ,)(1411TIATIS nack intre of 

M. R.WORKMAN.3rd.CLASS. 

to 
NORTHFIELD &BAG 

FEB. 24. to MAR. 1. 1 
vailable for One journey each way Bail 
NOT TRANSFERABLE. 

-tied eubleot to conhitione on back hereof 

WORKMAN. ard.CLAM 5 Austin Motor Co. 
SELLY OAK to 

NORTHFIELD & BACK, 
NOV. 10. to NOV. 15. 1913. 

Available for One journey each way daily. 
NOT TRANSFERABLE. 

Issued subieet to conditions on hack hereof 

R.  
0 

WORKMAN. 3rci.CLASS, 
 mire Norton Metal ao , 
HAY, ELWELL to As! 

LI FFORD 
NOV. 10. to NOV. 15. 1913. Lirs_u 

Avallaole for One journey each way daily 
NOT TRANSFERABLE. 

Lsanad enblPnt t 0 conditions on hack hereof 

WORKMAN, 3rd.CLASS. 
Austin Motor Co., 
LIFFORD to 

NORTHFIELD &BACK 
NOV. 17. to NOV. 22. 1913. 

Available for One journey each way daily. 
NOT TRANSFERABLE. 

Issued subient to conditions on -neck hereof 

M.R. WORKMAN. 3rd: CLASS  
Sloe'® Norton Masal Q, 
I'VE WAYS te 

 

L IFFORD A1,2 s 
NOV. 10. to NOV. 15. 1913. 

Available for One journey each way daily 
NOT TRANSFERABLE. 

'issued subiect to conditions on back hereof 

M. R. WORKMAN. 3rd. CLASS. 

74' 

CM( BRETTON ° 
23. ;A, VI AR. 28. 1914 CD 

avaiian...s tor Ohe lource7 eacn ass caw, 
NOT -.7" RA N SF El iz-1A LE. 

sense OiR a,trent 

WORKMEN'S WEEKLY TICKETS - GROUP 2 

By mid-1909 conditions, but not the week numbers, were being printed on the backs of the tickets and the week number at 
the left hand side on the front was being shown in smaller numerals. All tickets seen have conditions W31 or W32, the two 
apparently being contemporary, but there may also have been prints with conditions W33 for travel in other districts. 

3 M. R. WORKMAN'S TICKET.  

BARNSLE" to 

MONK BRETTON AND 
BACA 

JAN. 16. to JAN. 21. 1911. 
Available for One journey eacn way nail 

NOT TRANSFERABLE. 
Issued subiectto conrutionson crack no, on- 

By late 1913 the heading had been shortened to "WORKMAN" in order to provide space for the class to be added to the 
ticket. It is possible that for some journeys the ticket colour was changed each week but that for others (the King's Norton 
Metal Co prints) the colour may have distinguished the issuing station. In most districts the conditions continued as W31, as 
on the tickets on this page. 







M.R.WORKMAN.3rd.CLASS. 
)101.  TRAZittFICRABLE. 

OLAIS to 
BRYNAMMAN 

AND BACK.. 
NOV. 24. to NOV. 29. 1915.  iv:LA  

o Available by 5.41. a.m. (Monday  excep 
&  6. 6. a. m. Monday only from GUIS 

4 & return by 3. 40. D. m. from Brynamman 

M. R. WORKMAN. 3M.CLASS. 
icAr ;r11,,riNVE11.01i14 

PONTARDAWE to 
BRYNAMMAN 

AND BACK. 
EC. 22. to AEC. 24. 1913. 

o &Available by 5.47. a.m. (Monday excep 
& 6. 12. a.m. Monday only from Pontardawe 

reEllin by 3. 40. p. m. from BrYualmo.Yd 

M.R. WORKMAN. 3rd.CLASS. 
r.n.AAsee.ks.ABLe. 

Clydach-on-Tawe to 
(4 WY-  S 

AND BACK. 
FEB. 9. to FEB. 14. 1914. 

g Available by 5.37. a.m. (Monday excepted 
& 6. 2. a. m. Monday only from Clydach 
& return by 3. 57. D. m. from GWYS. 

NI.R.WOTItt.MA 
OAR to 

& BACK, 
.1 '01. 28, to FE:3„ 

2 
.1918. 

OUT 7.11, 8 8.35. 
113:70 RN A,7 'tad, ,--,' 4.0. 

9ntrn9;tY 12. 0. '..rractri.ft,r 

leaned subjeato ,, wi back b ere  ot 

WIR.Wil'"(ANIA1 Srd.CLASS. 
54  SELLY OAK to 

8 
BOURNVILI E & BACK. 

.2N 3 MAR. 30. to APR. 1. 1921. 
ANIfiabie OUT 7.26. 8.11.0'3.3 3  

RETURN An,  tryjn after 4. 0. D.M. 
(Sattu T31,  yl O. noon.) Not Transferable, 
issued sublectto eduditionsou bao•ichereol 

WORKMEN'S WEEKLY TICKETS - GROUP 3 

Continued from previous page; tickets with the "WORKMAN" heading and with the 
tickets shown have conditions W21 on the backs but some (indicated) have conditions 

class shown on the ticket. Most of the 
W21v. 

„..: ~
3m.R.WORKMAN.3rd.CLASS. ..,1 _,.....,.S.Y t -1it,5u.. 

MORRISTON to 
 

CWWILLYNFELL 
S xi . irMi AND BACK. 

DEC. 29. to JAN. 3. 1914. 0 i.s g Available by 5. 33. a.m. (Monday excepted 
i & 5.58. a.m Monday only from Morriston 
3 & return by 3. 50. p. m. from Cwmllynfell. 

= M.RW4IglItL3tC.CLAC : 
FIVE WAYS t,  
SELLY OAK AND BACK. lib% 

4 NOV. 10 to NOV. 15. -91';• ;a  A,  ai[bie by  5.25. & 8.3, 
4  IN't111,1111e /TOM Sell, Our OW  inf Tra10 -  

1 4. 0, p.m. (1.6atc r,inv  12.0. no,,n) exce0; the F, , 
" 0.m tr.. 1101' `"1111.;'41,1(P.A1,.....k 

By November 1916 the week number was shown at the right hand side only. Conditions are as indicated. 



M.R.WOFIKMAN.3rd.CLASS. 
Austin Motor Co. 

BIRMINGHAM to 
N9RTHFIELD 4 BACK 

FEB. 17. to FEB. 22. 1913. CD 
Available b, the 5 50. D. m. from B'ham 

renaming by the 6.22. a. m. from Northfield. 
IBLOr. 

M.R.WORKMAN.3rd.CLASS, 
Austin Motor Co. 

NORT1•{FIEIDIBACK. 

C 
5 

DEO. 1, to DEC. 6. 1913. 
vailable by the 6.- 0.-p. in. from Selly Oak 

returning ay the 6,22. a. to. from Northfiet.l. 

ATIC;!-MIErri., 

6 
NORTHFIELD & BACK. .71 

• JAN. 19. to JAN. 24. 1914. . 
&Available by the 6.  0, p. from Selly Oa'.  

• r rotor to the 6.22. a. at. from Nonh/bala. 

1Sri 4'3-Ma:Orly 

M.R.WORKMAN.3rd.CLASS. 
Austin Motor Co. 

BELLY OAK to 

M. R. WOMAN, 3rd.CLASS. 
Austin Motor Co. 

BELLY OAK to 
NORTHFIELD &BACK, 

JAN. 26. to JAN. 31. 1914. .  
tillable by the 6, 0. p. at. from Selly 08.10 

FILLIQ by the 6.22. a. m. tram Northfield.  

ATTG3-1:1"/". 

:do 

1 NORTHFIELD & BACK. 
a— .„ / 

.1 MAR. 16. ̂  o MAR. 21. 1914. 

Tenurniag ov sae 6,22, a. m. :Tom .7.iort.h... - 
a 

WORKMEN'S WEEKLY TICKETS - AUSTIN MOTOR CO - GROUP 3 

Weekly tickets from Birmingham suburban stations for Austin Motor Co night shift workers, specifying the trains that could be 
used. Contemporary day shift tickets in Group 2 are shown on an earlier page. Conditions W21 are on the backs. 

Minutes of Officers' Conferences - GW & Midland Joint Rlys record that following representations made by Austin to the 
Midland and the GWR it was agreed that a platform should be constructed at Longbridge, on the Rubery side of a footbridge 
over the jointly owned Halesowen branch about half way between Northfield and Rubery. Construction was to be at the cost of 
the motor company, who were also required to provide a guarantee to ensure that any trains run for them would be 
remunerative. The platform (or halt) was opened on 5 July 1915, from which date it may be assumed that the workmen's trains 
from Birmingham ran through to Longbridge rather then terminating at Northfield. [The halt is not to be confused with 
platforms built at Government expense alongside the up and down main lines at Halesowen Junction for Munition Factories at 
Longbridge, served by Midland workmen's trains from Worcester.] 

It is possible that with the opening of Longbridge morning shift tickets were changed from Group 2 to Group 3, with train times 
specified in the same way as for night shift tickets. Conditions W21 continued on the backs. 

rSIVI.R.W011KMAN.3rd.CLASS. 
Amitin Motor Co. 

.3  • MOSELEY to 

3.0 LONCBRIOCE &BACK. 
 

4] AUG. 16. T,o AUG. 21. 1$.115,  
• Available by the 5. 20, p. m. from Moseley 
`returning by the 6. 18, a. m. l'uorbiy to Satu-
ntay nna 6, 0, 11.1, on fine lay to ing', Norton. 
INIX,01-1E2ni?.. NOT TUNSFERABLE. 





JAN, 
AYR UT Any train before S. 
R Any train after 2. 

n Saturday,) !MORNING. 
4 Issuei; subject to conditions on back nerenf 

FE • 1913. 
UT Any train befor 

Any trein after 2. 
sat oraa mon NI  

eat to conditions on bat:line 

u inAh. ro.oLASs 
Cr, 

to 
,141.)74 

F MA- 
ava UT Any froin befor 

Any train before 2,, 0 
;(1_ n Saininay.) moR N p 

Issued subieetto conditions on ek hereof 

Ava ab OUT Any train 
Any train after 

1 n Saturday. MGR 
Issued subiect to conditions on back here 

S to 

SACK.  

30. 1918. 
8. O. a.mE) 

L.m 

M.R. WORKMAN. 3rd.CLASS. 
or Co. 

• Lu 9, ft 

cci :4 
4. 
E--1abt UT Any train bet6 

R Any train after .„ .„,  
O (12, , noon Ratnr5ev.1 gip ()pm 0, 
Z Issued subi ect t o conditions on ba el: here o . 

13, to 

4i.i $1S. 
o7 rte   ' Mr ‘1 . 00 , c. z•

,
, 

1  t7",:i L • ;  1111Z
.
1
.

47.41)  
Z g 
.4 0 . sil 

‘i ,='';' aid . .  y train b ;, E*T17 y vein weer 
,41-,  12.0. noon satinday. IMORNIN sued subieetto conditions on back hereof 

WORKMEN'S WEEKLY TICKETS - AUSTIN MOTOR CO - GROUP 3/2 

From 1918 onwards the format of morning shift Longbridge tickets were changed back from Group 3 to Group 2 indicating 
that travel was allowed by any train before 8.00 a.m. At the same time the words "Not transferable" were moved to the left 
hand end of the ticket. Night shift tickets may have remained in Group 3 format, showing specific train times. Conditions 
W21 continued. 

By February 1918 the conditions had been changed to W23 or W24. 

By January 1921 the "Not transferable" notice at the left hand side had been replaced by a notice emphasising that the ticket 
was available only for one journey each way daily. Conditions W23 or W24 continued. 



ether side 
rroefthatte-:::•:.: 
in  or nou-rul: 

icli
trains is Oat' 

ftil /21:FT,I 
Site ColoPai.:' 

WORKMEN'S WEEKLY TICKETS - COLLIERS 

Colliers' tickets were issued under conditions of carriage that differed from those for other workmen. For the latter, 
compensation could be claimed up to a limit of £100 but for colliers the Midland had no liability whatsoever unless it could 
be proved that any accident, delay or non-running of trains was due to wilful misconduct of the company or its servants. 

Most, if not all, colliers' trains were operated on the basis of a contract with the colliery company; this waiving of liability 
will also have been included in that contract, often with a guarantee that the Midland would at least receive sufficient income 
to cover the cost of providing the service. Such agreements are known to have dated back to 1864 and earlier ones may have 
existed. For example from 1864 a special morning train from Chesterfield and a return afternoon working conveyed 
workmen for the Staveley Coal & Iron Co to and from Staveley Works and Markham, being extended to and from Glapwell 
Colliery from 1 September 1886 for men of the Sheepbridge Coal & Iron Co. Until about 1917/18 it was customary for the 
name of the colliery company concerned to be printed on tickets for the trains that served its workers, but this practice was 
then discontinued. 

Colliers' tickets were printed as valid for a specific week shown by starting and finishing dates and, from the late 1890s, by 
the week number printed in large numerals. From shortly before the turn of the century they can be divided into two 
groups; in the first the times of the trains to be used are printed on the back and in the second they are printed on the front. 
The backs of tickets in the first group are shown below, there will have been many different forms but from the early 1900s 
the liability waiver will have been included on them all. 

P.i 0)10: by the 5.15. 
MO' n,Bare,ley 

joliracy 
only t.11,-,  3. 35. 
.1.. 7. !,. or 7.10. 

p. in. frern, Y. 15. p.m. from 
Carlton. t'knO.,  
Ave.. • ,171,:, for or-. journey 
each w• workman's train..  

.--itrons.r:,,, 1107 

ry,  

15 5 13.5540 or 8. 0. 
7). m tram Cadr ortt. OY 2 if. rm frcm 
Cz_ritsin. Momis:, to Fridey 
A 72.. is tie on 'Salm:day one ,ourney 
,ner way 's 13Yt1 

ne journey e way by any workman' e too in 
e,e et taut tick:3 eae.0 Ic taken rt3 evide.ace 

_older late contracted to relieve the Co. liability to, 
.acald, at or delay or the non•running of no., above train, 
rbocc t upon proof that a.: cat acai4frInt delay or nort,anning 
al Ike ntins  ma  Fiat OD  tiap mificarlsiot c! kti) E:Wx qt. 
ti.ta  861TaAtS* 

Tickets in the second group had much simpler backs, with only the liability waiver shown, this being printed horizontally on 
earlier tickets and vertically on later ones as shown below. 

The tioe of Ws titicet task_:  
ositlenee that the holder has enntrtnt, 
to relieve the Corupany from . 
For aeeident or delay I rthenon-ro ar. ! 
of the tr:cins shewn on tie ether 
eseept upon proof that dittit fle e 
lelay or non-running of the train; 
rue to the wilful minenduct of 
Compaq,  or their servaute. 





M. R. WORKMAN'S TICKET. 
(Hucknall Colliery Co.) 
81-11. WELL to 

HUCKNALL 
DF-C. 29 JAN.4. _901 rte :

1.41Yaiiable for ONE tourney only each day 
BY THE e. 1. A. Al. TRAIN. 

T AVAILABIE ONc..ener For, Transferable 

I \ li . Ft .,' -hUtiK111iI'i.i.,  
4., iti'm,aelv:oeu.uire;.. 

"Whittington 

WeARKtfAM 
JUNE 141 to :err',, 7'7 

71' e U. 111. 
Chesterfield )50r tier zet-err- 
ay ine 0, 1t.. a i- 1111:0FJ1,7,  
"ez ,..rsd,[10.51...1. ncmcr 

14 

ANt7 
MAR. 1. to APR. S. 19r'2 
Available by the 5.8. a.m. train from Dionne] 

eturning by the 4. 20. p. m. on Saturday 
)y the 1. 5 , p. m, 
NPT TRANSFERABLE. See conditinpe  an  W,* 

^.1. R. WORKMAN'S TICKET. 
.,. repo CO., 

eneepbrbge to 

I's/1. . 
C. 

BARNS1..ia I' i4J 

CAM TON 'fklikti,Ff 
PLATinFfil  ANT' 

tar ht -mars border only y icher the a a , +y t'.: p. Crulao,lo m-  10. p.m. ;roan -i.e  under to Friday Avainithle on Rater•.:•  xa , saornes tA.co `VA.  iar Ins Vi "JIATOa..".'n t•Meivs.. 

4  15vIllo,F_i"mkliSalaYSIT IEET' 
BARNSLE„ to 

CARL TON COLLIERY 
PLATFORM AND BACK. 

.. NOV. 30. to DEO. 5. 1803. 
g4Thitable only bythe 5.M. MORNING train MOM Born eh to: the return journey only by either the 0.51.5. 

Or 8. 5. p.m. from Cudworth or .S. 43. p.m. from Car-it g Monday to Friday inclusive. Available on Saturil,y for ...Jane journey each way by any WOI!:-.,,,,i1 S ,I,:m 

M. R. StirtilaIAN'S TICKET 
Bother Vale Colliery Co. 

Rotherham Masborol 

TREETON & BACK. 
AUG. 22. to AUG. 27. 1910. 

Avail aole by the 1.35. p.m. train froniNfasb 
b y the 11,5, p.m. artatday to Thurad 

(1/. 20. Friday) from Treeton NOON. 
NOT TRANSFU.RADLE. 

19 M. R. WORKMAN'S TICKET. Bother Vale CalLiary C,. 
Rotherham Mas6oro' •-, 'tr‘ to 

TREETON & BACK. 
MAY 8. to MAY 13. 1911. 

Available by the C. 5. a. m. train trS 
Islasboro' returning by = he 2. 67. p. at. 
Treeton Not TransferCr1e. 11111.1tbaNG. 

Issued subject to con diLtOlIS ou back hereof 

, 

WORKM411'S TICKET. nr-a.  
BA R ts4 S L.a ti tit 
NIONI( 

AND BACK.. 
DEC 6. to DIZO. 11. 1909, ster. 
illahle by the 5.15. a.m. jcain t ilprwey 
trning (Monday to •FJClaird 1,.7 the 

0. 'all “. 
the 1. a. p. 

AND ant 
FT.:-: 

JUNE 23. tr JUNE 28. 1913Availabla by the 1. 15. P. M.  ram film Bari? weturninr, by the 10. 243. p.m. ex Monk Bretton Monday 
t_f to Friday incltun cc. Available on Saturday for one journey 3 each way 1,  ery 

14-0'17 Tfi AZISI'Ert.L.SLE. 

BA WC; 
MONK BilTION 

M.  R. WIWKMAN'6 fICKE1 
aebt Amman cent.. 0.11 
E;ARNSLEN." ZO 
MONK BRETTON 

AND agir, 
NOV 3. to NOV. 8. 191C; 
able by the 5. 15. a. m. trainfrom Barns( 

lag (Monday to Friday inclusive) by the 
turd*, 

M. R. WORKMAN'S TICKET. 
Collier. Co.) 

1-I,ANRIFERABLE 
MANSFIELD to 

KiRKiv x LACK 
DV 94. tr. NOV.30.1900 

Available by the 5. 55. a. m. train fro 
ansfield returning, by the 5.0. p.m., if used 
ond, the full ordinary fare from the starting 

rill he char-zed. See conditions on hack. 

3 M. R. WORKMAN'S TICKET. 
• (Sheeporidge Coal St  Iron Co.) 

V4 hittington to ; 
GLAFWELL &BACK. 

AUG. 22 Lc; AUG. 27 1904 
tvailable oy sae :1. 30. a. m. train tro 
resteifield rot= tag by the 4.15.o m & oo 
aturday by toy. ami.. 
40T TRANSFEBABLL Bee nondiniene en eat 

WORKMEN'S WEEKLY TICKETS - COLLIERS 

Colliers' tickets with train times shown on the front. Conditions W61 are on the backs, to which attention is drawn by the 
notice "See conditions on back" printed on the front of the ticket. 

Conditions notice on the front changed to "Issued subject to conditions on back hereof", printed either at the left hand side or 
at the foot of the ticket. Conditions W61 continued. 

,v1. R. tiORKMAN'S Mac: e  
..........4 Bother Vale Colliery Co. 3  

Rothernaralrfachirol Siiit to 

TREETON & EfiCK.Ic  
stip. 5. to SEP. 0. 1910. 0 

I Availall.? by the 1. 35. p.m. train from& osboro 
e„,.. 'ieturning by the 11.5.p.m. MOndaY to Thur &Is it 
tg (11. 20. Friday) from Treeton N 00 r ; . 

NOT TRANSFERABLE. 

° M. R.  V1 /2 ORKMInii'S fiCRE1 
cressitioor comer! Ripe- 

Chesterfield to 
sa GRASSMCOP. & BACK. 

D
op

EQ.
8 0

2
v 
 0
..
.

4
to DEC.

jo. a. air train from 
"broaile i  returning the 3. 58. D. M  & of 
&stares,  cm ZAP 1. 45, D.  a. ex Gras...moor 

NOT TFa;'t 'FRABLT. sviciRm ,„ .0 
_ 

M R. i,i'"IRifftIAN".3 TICIIIT. .;44;..  
4.1‘..n. ..!Ate 00'11, i7 (..-- , ., I 

rtbti:eid.;,.. 4:, t;;,..n. ii'et--i., 
tree.  t.' 

TREETON & BACK,0 g! 
DEC. 19. to D.C. 24. 1910. 

A. ea attic, by the. 5. 15. a. in. train fro 
Nint-oorol  reforning by the 2. 57.  I'. in.  6 
Leet on Rut Transferable, MO RNING. 

ill filled subject to conditions on back hereof 

David  Geldard
StrikeOut







WORKMEN'S TICKETS 

It is interesting to note just how sparse is the workmen's tickets section of the collection. With a view to rationalising 
workmen's tickets nationwide the Passenger Train Rates and Fares Conference of the Railway Clearing House settled, on 10 
November 1919, a report for submission to the Superintendents' Meeting and onward transmission to the Railway Executive 
Committee. That report contained a number of appendices giving particulars of the workmen's facilities provided by all the 
principal railway companies and the following details for the Midland are abstracted from these appendices. 

534 daily workmen's fares are in operation on the following fare bases:- 
284 Standard single. 
26 Slightly lower than standard single. 

224 Slightly higher than standard single. 

430 six-days workmen's fares and 14 seven-day workmen's fares are in operation, compiled as shown below:- 
10 three times standard single. 
47 four times standard single. 

269 five times standard single. 
89 six times standard single. 
7 seven times standard single. 
3 eight times standard single. 
1 twelve times standard single. 

18 quarter of the monthly season ticket rate. 

The availability of the tickets varies as follows: 
Out by fixed trains, returning by any train after 12.0 noon (London District). 
Out by any train arriving at destination before 8.0 a.m., returning by any train after 4.0 p.m. (Saturdays after 12.0 
noon). 
Out Mondays by any train arriving at destination before 9.0 a.m., other days leaving starting station up to 8.0 a.m., 
returning by any train after 4.0 p.m. (Saturdays after 12.0 noon). 
Out by any train leaving before 8.0 a.m., returning by any train after 4.0 p.m. (Saturdays after 12.0 noon). 
Out by any train before 8.0 a.m., returning by any train after 2.0 p.m. (Saturdays after 12.0 noon). 
Out by any train before 2.0 p.m., returning before 10.0 p.m. 
Out by any train after 4.0 p.m., returning by any train after 10.0 p.m. and before 2.0 a.m. the following day. 
Out by any train after 6.0 p.m., return up to 8.0 a.m. the following morning. 
Out by any train after 5.0 p.m., return up to 9.0 a.m. the following morning. 
Out by fixed trains, returning after 4.0 p.m. (Saturday after 12.0 noon). 
By fixed trains in each direction. 

Compensation: limited to a sum not exceeding £100. 

Issued where there is a demand for workmen's tickets. 

No fixed limit on mileage. In practice the maximum distance is 20 miles. 

No statutory obligations to run workmen's trains apply. 

A minimum number of 12 passengers is required. 
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