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THE DAVID G GELDARD COLLECTION 
of BRITISH PRE-GROUPING RAILWAY TICKETS 

The collection was started in 1956 and over the years has developed into a specialised collection restricted to tickets 
of the British pre-grouping railway companies. For the purposes of the collection the term “pre-grouping” is defined 
as: 

(a) any company that is listed as a Constituent Company or Subsidiary Company in the First Schedule to The 
Railways Act 1921 [11 & 12 Geo. 5, ch. 55]; 

(b) any company that was a constituent of a company under (a) above; 
(c) any railway owned jointly by one or more of the companies under (a) and/or (b) above; 
(d) any railway owned jointly by a main line company under (a) above and a company that became part of 

the London Passenger Transport Board on 12 April 1933 but only insofar as tickets provided by the main 
line company are concerned. 

In some isolated instances a company under (a) above supplied another company falling outside the definition with 
through tickets onto its own system or onto lines that it worked. These are included in the collection. 

The collection is a ‘types’ collection, assembled to enable the student to gain an understanding of the categories of 
traffic that a railway company wished to attract, from passengers making a single or return journey at the full 
ordinary fare, through the excursionist, the tourist, the workman and those many others entitled to some form of 
reduced fare travel, to a dog or article that accompanied a passenger. It includes tickets for omnibus, shipping and 
ancillary services operated by the companies. 

A types collection traces the development of each category of ticket from its introduction throughout the life of the 
company, showing how and why the print format on the tickets was changed. To this end tickets are collected 
irrespective of the actual journeys for which they are issued, and no attempt is made to assemble items that represent 
all the stations on a given company’s system. No index to the stations represented in the collection has been 
compiled but the PDFs are fully searchable and this enables individual stations to be located. 

Because of the extensive annotation throughout the collection it is considered to be a unique record of British 
railway ticket practice from 1830 to 1923. It is the result of sustained research over a 60 year period during which 
much time has been spent with the RAIL records of the National Archives and of the National Records of Scotland. 
All known books and other publications dealing specifically with tickets have been read, amongst these specific 
mention must be made of the Journal of The Transport Ticket Society and its predecessor organisations. All 
significant company histories have been consulted and notes have been taken from all the principal railway 
periodicals from the late 19th century onwards. 

Most important, however, is the wide range of public and private ticket collections that have been studied and 
analysed. The major public collections are those in the National Railway Museum York, the National Archives 
(particularly the Hayward collection) and Birmingham Public Library (the Bett collection). Also significant are 
holdings of the Bodleian Library Oxford (the John Johnson collection), John Rylands University Library of 
Manchester (the Edmondson family collection), London Transport Museum, the Tolson Memorial Museum 
Huddersfield (the Jacomb collection) and the Fritz Hellmuth collection at the Deutsches Technikmuseum in 
Berlin. Major collections in trust are those of the Great Western Trust (assembled by the late Charles Gordon 
Stuart and the late Mike Ogden) and of the Midland Railway Society in the Midland Railway Study Centre at 
The Silk Mill Museum of Making in Derby (the Roy F Burrows collection). Over the years more than 60 private 
collectors have kindly allowed access to their tickets, many are regrettably no longer with us but I record my 
appreciation to them all. Between them, these sources have provided a research base of well over a quarter of a 
million tickets. 
 
 
  



USING THE PDFs 
 
The PDFs have been compiled using Nuance but are fully readable and searchable with standard Adobe software. 
A small glitch is that while reading some volumes a pop-up may appear containing the message “The font ‘Courier’ 
contains a bad /BBox”. This is due to the sensitivity of the error settings in Adobe reader. 
 
Should this happen simply CLICK OK and carry on as normal. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PAGE FORMS 

Company introduction pages  

These are provided for most of the smaller companies. Each page includes a map together with historical notes 
drawn from the available sources, primary if possible. When sources differ that considered to be the most reliable 
is used. Information on station opening and closing dates is taken from Railway Passenger Stations in Great Britain 
– A Chronology by Michael Quick (Railway & Canal Historical Society) using the most up-to-date edition at the 
time of compilation or amendment. This is by far the most reliable source for such data. 

Background information pages 

These may be text pages (in a Word document within the volume or as scans) containing background notes designed 
to assist understanding of the tickets in the volume, and/or scans of relevant documents. 

Conditions of issue (ticket backs) pages 

The information printed on the back of a ticket is often essential in placing it in its proper time frame. As appropriate, 
therefore, and usually at the start of any volume, one or more pages illustrating ticket backs are included, with each 
particular back being given what is for the railway company concerned a unique reference. As each volume is 
designed to be self-contained some such pages may be repeated in more than one volume. 
 
Ticket pages 

Most pages show edmondson or punch tickets together with commentary thereon. Most tickets in the collection are 
originals although extensive use is also made of photographs and photocopies. The conditions of issue or other print 
on the back of a ticket is indicated either in the commentary or below the ticket at the left hand side thereof, in 
either case using a reference as explained in the above section. 

If the date of issue is known then this is noted below an original ticket at the right hand side thereof, or below a 
copy at the left hand side thereof using the notation dd.mm.yy with the month given in a standard two-letter 
abbreviated form no matter how the date is shown on the actual ticket. If a ticket is not dated then “Undated” is 
shown and if the date is not fully legible then the abbreviation ‘Illeg’ is used. 

When a copy ticket is shown any notation at the right hand side is a source reference and can be ignored. 

Whole return tickets are very much more difficult to find than singles and the collection therefore makes extensive 
use of severed halves. When two non-matching halves are placed in contact then care has been taken to ensure that 
together they illustrate the print layout of a whole ticket even though journey and other details may be inconsistent. 

Some pages show paper and large card tickets, including season tickets. Generally speaking these are not 
annotated and the backs are either illustrated on the same page or on the immediately following page.  

http://dd.mm/


DATING OF MIDLAND RAILWAY TICKETS 

The table to the right shows the way in which the date of issue was 
shown on Midland tickets for the years 1887 to 1922, and on Midland 
section tickets of the LM&SR for 1923 to 1925. Except in 1892 the date 
30 September is used to show the order in which the day, month and year 
are placed. 

Commencing on 25 January 1892 (Superintendent of the Line Circular 
No 590), the date order was rotated on a three-year cycle. The reason 
for starting the scheme was to facilitate detection of fraudulent use of 
tickets. From 1 January 1926 the Midland scheme was replaced by the 
LM&SR rotating scheme. 

In practice, dates between the 1st and the 9th day of the month were 
nearly always shown using one digit, i.e. 1, 2, 3 etc. The abbreviations 
normally used for the months were JAN, FEB, MAR, APR, MAY, JUN, 
JUL, AUG, SEP, OCT, NOV and DEC; exceptions that have been seen 
on more than one ticket are APL and SEPT. 

Until 1899, two digits were always used for the year. In 1900, 00 is the 
most common indication, but both 900 and 1900 were also used. From 
1901 onwards, the year was shown either as 901, 902 etc or as 1901, 
1902 etc, the three digit form being the more common. 

The Midland booking clerks were extremely good at interpreting the 
scheme correctly and not making mistakes in its use, and errors are few. 

All the information given in the table has been checked from actual 
tickets without making any assumptions. 

SEP 30 87 
SEP 30 88 
SEP 30 89 
SEP 30 90 
SEP 30 91 
JAN 24 92 

92 JAN 25 
30 SEP 93 
SEP 30 94 
95 SEP 30 
30 SEP 96 
SEP 30 97 
98 SEP 30 
30 SEP 99 
SEP 30 00 
901 SEP 30 
30 SEP 902 
SEP 30 903 
904 SEP 30 
30 SEP 905 
SEP 30 906 
907 SEP 30 
30 SEP 908 
SEP 30 909 
910 SEP 30 
30 SEP 911 
SEP 30 912 
913 SEP 30 
30 SEP 914 
SEP 30 915 
916 SEP 30 
30 SEP 917 
SEP 30 918 
919 SEP 30 
30 SEP 920 
SEP 30 921 
922 SEP 30 

30 SEP 923 
SEP 30 924 
925 SEP 30 
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MIDLAND RAILWAY EXCURSION TICKETS 

This volume covers the following categories of excursion tickets: 

Standard single coupon tickets. 
Standard two-coupon tickets. 
Special tickets to Morecambe and to St. Pancras. 
Tickets with Adult or Child specified thereon. 
Tickets for circular trips and for continental trips. 

Tickets specifying the carrier. 
Tickets including admission. 
Bass excursion tickets. 
Other non-standard tickets. 

It excludes those for fishing excursions and weekend (5 day) excursions which are dealt with in later volumes. Conditions that 
appeared on the backs of excursion tickets are shown below. 
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EXCURSION TICKETS 

For many years, starting in the 1870s, the Midland used a series of numbers and numbers in the audit snip to identify the 
category of excursion ticket. The list of known codes and their respective categories and approximate dates of use is given 
below. Note that until probably May 1904, the likely allocation date of letter codes to other categories of reduced fare 
ticket, all codes were numeric except for B, E (probably), L, S and SF. 

1 Half day excursion 1894-1922 
1 Excursion (1) 1871-1898, after 1892 used on pre-dated tickets only 

Excursion day trip 1884-1892 
Day excursion 1892-1922 

1C Day excursion (circular) 1908 
2* Excursion (2) 1911-1912 
3 Excursion (3) 1892-1893 

Excursion (1,2 or 3) 1890-1892, then re-designated as: 
Day & short date excursion 1892-1894, then code changed to S 
Fishing excursion (3 days) 1883, code removed in the 1890s & later allocated F 

4 Excursion (4) 1890-1900 
Excursion (two, three or four days) 1912 

5 Excursion (5) 1884-1892, and on pre-dated ticket in 1914 
Excursion (five days) 1903 
Friday or Saturday excursion (5) 1880-1885, then re-designated as: 
Week-end excursion (5) 1885-1893, then re-designated as: 
Week-end excursion 1893-1902, then replaced by Week-end return 

6* Excursion (6) 1891 
7* Excursion (7) 1905 
8* Excursion (8) 1889-1900 
8 Excursion (eight days) 1903 
11 Ten or eleven days excursion 1898-1903, then replaced by Long Date Week-end return 
12 Cook's excursion (5,8,12) 1890-1907 
15 Long date excursion (15) 1890 

Extended long date excursion 1899 
Fortnightly excursion 1903 

16 Excursion (16 days) 1900-1912 
Continental excursion 1882-1922 

B Crystal Palace excursion via LB&SC 1900-1910 
D Short date excursion 1906-1914 
E Crystal Palace excursion via SE&C 1910 
F Fishing excursion 1906 
H Holiday excursion 1912 
L Excursion (5 or 8 days) 1893-1896 

Long date excursion 1894-1914 
Extended long date excursion 1899-1904, then code changed to X 

S Day & short date excursion 1894-1898 
Short date excursion 1890-1904, then code changed to D 
Sunday excursion 1910 

SF Single fare long date excursion 1896-1901 
SX Short sea excursion 1910 
X Extended long date excursion 1908-1922 

* Designation seen on pre-dated tickets only. 
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EXCURSION TICKET — TWO COUPON 

TYPE XT1 Back: No conditions. Earliest date seen: 28 July 1862 

This reference is used generically for all early, horizontally printed, two-coupon tickets without conditions of issue. The backs are 
shown below the respective tickets. The company title may have been used only on tickets to foreign destinations. Ticket 004 
would have been issued prior to June 1862, the line then being open as far as Rowsley from where onward travel was by coach. 
Greaves was the proprietor of the Rutland Hotel at Bakewell. 

TYPE XT2 Back: Blank Earliest date seen: 8 July 1865 

Triangular audit snips printed with the name of the destination station had been added to ordinary return tickets by February 1863 
and excursion tickets are likely to have been changed at the same time. The snip was cut out when the ticket was issued to a child 
and returned to the audit office as evidence of the reduced fare that had been charged. The company title may have been used only 
on tickets to foreign destinations, it did not appear on ordinary local tickets until about 1867. 

TYPE XT3 Back: X lb Earliest date seen: 25 August 1864 

By the late 1860s conditions of issue had been added to the backs of excursion tickets. Those shown here have back X lb, with the 
company initials above the conditions, this form may only have appeared on foreign tickets. Ticket 001 indicates that back X lb 
continued in use during at least part of 1869, by when front titling had become standard. 
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EXCURSION TICKET - TWO COUPON 

TYPE XT4 Back: X1c Earliest date seen: 3 July 1871 

Print on the back of the ticket changed to form X1c, omitting the company initials but not making any change to the wording of the 
conditions themselves. Some tickets (e.g. 000) are found with the number of days for which the ticket is valid printed in the audit 
snip. 
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EXCURSION TICKET S - TWO COUPON 

TYPE XT5 Back: X lc Earliest date seen: 2 June 1884 

Shape and layout of the audit snip changed to a more elongated form, the corresponding change on ordinary returns had taken place 
by August 1882. The snip now included both station names together with (in brackets) a numeral indicating the maximum number 
of days for which the ticket was available and on the same line "No.", both above a space where the ticket number was to be 
entered. 
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TYPE XT6 Back: X1c Earliest date seen: 31 May 1884 

From early 1884 some excursion tickets with conditions X1c on the backs were printed with an audit snip which had reverted to its 
previous shape and which contained only a numeral indicating the maximum number of days for which the ticket was valid and, 
below this, the station names abbreviated if necessary. It would appear that this and Type XT5 were used contemporaneously for a 
few years. 
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EXCURSION TICKETS - TWO COUPON  

TYPE XT7 Back: X2 Earliest date seen: 5 March 1889. 

Conditions changed to refer both to the general regulations printed in the Company's time tables and to the conditions on the special 
bills announcing the excursion. Some tickets with the new conditions were printed with the elongated form of audit snip. 
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in 

LoNDOO.Paneras Pa 
-"If  • Hz 

ANCHESTER(VIC.) 
Via Annan Carlisle 
Settle &  HeliField 

Ma,  

Third Class 
(1) 

Third Class 
(1) 

TYPE XT8 Back: X2 Earliest date seen: 22 April 1889. 

Excursion tickets with conditions X2 on the backs were more commonly printed with the later audit snip, changed back to the 
original shape and containing only a numeral indicating the maximum number of days for which the ticket was valid and, below this, 
the station names abbreviated if necessary. 

It is with this type that a clearly identifiable core pattern of excursion tickets began to emerge for ordinary booking office and agency 
use, i.e. without a pre-printed date. They comprised half-day on green I pink card with 1/2  in the audit snip, day on buff, green and 
white with 1 in the snip, short date on pink I lilac with S in the snip, long date on buff I green with red stripes with no letter or number 
in the snip, long date (15) on blue, pink and white with 15 in the snip and blank period on pale blue with a central vertical dark blue 
band with no letter or number in the snip. The colours given are for 3rd class tickets, 1st class were also used in at least some of the 
categories. 

Tickets for other categories of excursion were also used, possibly more so in the early part of the period during which this type was 
current; these are shown overleaf. 

David  Geldard
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Midland Railway 
(3) EXCURSION 
RETURN on the 
advertised Day only 
1,011d011St Pancras 

To 
WALSALL/ 

Via Shustoke &Penns W, 
Third Class Pill 

Midland Railway 

5)122biek. XRCEituRSNI2),11.  
ill advertising theTrain 

LoildonStFaugas.., 
To 

CAMP 
Via Shustoke 
Third Class Pan 

M.R. 2: Or 3:DAlq. 
EXCURSION 

RETURN on the 
advertised - Days only 

E9  

Southport C:L. 
. To  

LEICESTER/. 
Via Warrington 
Cential & Islat loc.c L.., 
Third Class S, 

(C. O.) Midland RV 
COOKS EXON (6. 8. 12)  

Ao'asie to URN as rer 
bill advert sing the Train. 

y (G. E,) 
To 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

Midland lily (C . gp g ) 
COOKS EXCURSION 3 

Wolverhampton 
To 

=11_7-  (G.E.) 
Via Penns Shnstokd  

Via March Peterboro f 12  Peterber., & March 
Shustoke & Wolve  Fare 9s. Oil. 
Third Class 1 y Third Class 

M. R. 4. DAYS 
EXCURSION 

RETURN on the 
advertised Day only 

1ij Glasgow (N.B.) g 
O. 0.)To 

BLACKBURN 
Via Waverley Carlisle 
Settle & Helliileld 
Third Class 

M. R .  (21 Castle St.) 
EXCURSION (4 

- , 
iverpool (Exch.) 

To 
YR G.&S.W. • 
via Hal'', 11 settle 

Carlin an 
TI Aass 

:Midland Railway 
(5) EXCURSION 

v'able to nTURN as per, 
ill advertising the Train)  

Lancaster G. A 
To 

Sri LONDON St.Paneras /, 

P. 
Tffird Class 

Midland Railway.  
LONG DATE DWG 

livable to RETURN as pet -15 advertising the Train 
Bristol (Mid) 

(16) To 
BRADFORD 

Br 
Third Class Br 

EXCURSION TICKETS - TWO-COUPON 

Type XT8 continued from previous page, with conditions X2 on the backs and the later audit snip. 

Tickets without a pre-printed date and outside the core pattern referred to on the previous page. Note that the 4 day tickets (185 and 
023) are in the same colours as the core short date tickets, this and probably 2 or 3 day tickets were probably combined into short 
date prints. Five day tickets appear to have continued as a separate series for some years but may then also have been subsumed into 
short date. 

Tickets available for at least 6 days became long date excursions (again note the colour correlation with the 5 or 8 day ticket 4133). 
Long date (15) excursions possibly started as 16 days (ticket 119), they were later to be designated as extended long date. 

This is the last type in which first class half day excursion tickets and six or more days excursion tickets to the West of England were 
issued. Both were discontinued in accordance with Superintendent of the Line's Circular No. 576 dated 28 April 1891. 

M.R. 5.0r 8. DAYS 
RETURN

S  
in 

XC011 ION in he , 
advertised Days  only 
Bournemouth W. 
C. 0.yro 
BIRMINGHAM/ 

Via Etteadstone 
& Bath )3,T 

Third Class Boa 

David  Geldard
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minLAND RAfEWAY:;) r17111) EXC. RETURN it 
tz24 April 22nd. MC. If 

E
LonbionSt.Panoras 

To 
LOU-TON 

Third Class /an 

MIDLANG RAILWAY, 
I) EXC. RETURN 
April 16th.1892. 

wit-ort 
To 

ALDEYSGATE ST. 

THIRD CLASS. 

M. R. (HALF DAY TRIP? 
1.) EXC. RETURX 
April 22nd. 1389.:" 
Morecambe 

To 
ILA47.13E13 S 

- - Third Class 

MIDLAND RAILWAY.  4' 
(2) EXC. RETURN 
Oct. 29th. 1839. 
Castle Douglaii 

SHEFFIELD 
Via Annan Settle 

Third /0.0 

MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
EXCURSION (8) 
Dec. 30th. 1889. 

Oar  
XC. R 
3rd. or 

asgow  
To 

NOONSt 
Via Wa 

rliale 

LondonSt.Paricrits 

To 
GLA11' 
, Via. Settle .Car!iae  

Waverley 

ThirNlase 

MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
EXCURSION (6) 
Aug. 3rd. 1391. 
Birrninghain(N.St) 

To 
SOARBORO' 

'8 Via Pontefract 

zboro Third Class. 

.101.,‘ 
(4) EE EE701JRN 

ilkira$4.40044`, 
,OI 

 - _ 
,pf}.xlibe 

MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
(4) EXC. RETURN` 

Aug. 3rd. 1891. 
Scarboro' 

To 
BIRMINGHAM(N.St) 

Via Pontefract / 
 / 113',  

Third Ciass. / seni 

EXCURSION TICKETS — TWO-COUPON 

Type XT8 continued from the previous page, with conditions X2 on the backs and the later audit snip. 

This page shows pre-dated tickets, the colours of which did not necessarily conform to those of ordinary booking office or agency 
issues. 

MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
(1) EXC. RETURN 

Sept. 6th. 1890. 

CILT- 

Via L MethleyJ/L
J 

 

FIRST CLASS. `Po,  
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-PC , 
F2. .1_ EXC'N 

L1 .;g._ Day 
Collingham 

to 

D 

Midland Railway '  Midland Railway 

Av'able tORETW4a91174DIPT—e.  
bill advertising the  Train'  

C) KIRKCUDBRIGHT G&SW JL)erlay 
To  

1-)3[1,13-.17 KIRKOUOBRIGHTG&O 
Via Sett e 

Via Annan, Carlisle, 36 Annan 

'ass  Kulccu.W Class 
Ares. 

Midland Railway Midland Railway 
SHORT DATE EXC'N SHORT DATE EXC'N 'AVable to RETURN as per 

bill advertising the Trani 
C) PORTSMOUTH T.L&SW Camp Hill 

0 CAMP HILL 
Via Templecombe 

As Bath 
THIRD CLASS 

to to  
PORTSMOUTH T.L&SW 

Via Bath & EI Temo..ombe C. Rill 
Portsm. S THIRD CLASS 

M. R. LOCAL EXC'N M. R. LOCAL EXC'N 

m
a:::,

,,
R
D
E

r
T

b
U
th
Ra

av r 
 Haresileld 

ora 

VS e e r  the Train 

Day , Day 

LO 

0 to MID • 

Via 

THIRD CLASS. 

HARESFIELD 

THIRD CLASS. 

EXCURSION TICKETS - TWO-COUPON 

TYPE XT9 Back: X2 Earliest date seen: 13 July 1892. 

In accordance with Superintendent of the Line's Circular No. 598 tickets supplied from 15 July 1892 had one of the serial numbers 
(the left hand on all single coupon tickets) changed so as to appear in small numerals. This enabled the date to be stamped on the 
front rather than the back. In this and all succeeding types the serial number at the right hand end was in negative print as before or 
in positive print. Conditions X2 continued. The earliest issue date seen is actually a couple of days before the circular was issued! 

Shown below are those tickets covered by what are suggested as the six core categories. Note that long date tickets now have the 
letter L in the audit snip. 

ta'idiana Railway : i 
,,,a0 EXCURSION RECURN, 

— HALF  DAY.- 
BIRMINGHAM (MID) ' ; 

", to  
'LEICESTE R / 'LEICESTER  f 

a Shustoke 1.,4:, 
Third Class. it-iTii; 

,p  

SECIIIialaCt nauway. Midland Railway. 

"L'DAY
T 
 EXC'N.. DAY EXC'Ne , REURN. 

00 Bath (Mid) Tewkesbury Ej 

0 
to to 

TEWKESBURY BATH (Mid) 0 
---Ese-u--- Te x —1-34-1---- wke. 

Third Class f S Pi L ii Third Class 

Midland Rly(C.O.) 
LONG DATE EXC'N 

Birmingham t'zii 
To (it) kat% 

EXETER L&S.W. 
Via Bath & 
Temeleeombe 

am 
S Third Class 

Variations on tickets falling within the core pattern. 

Midland Railway 
EXC'N RETURN 
DAY TR I P. 

Hawes June. 
to 

BINGLEY 

Third Class H. 
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Midland Railway 

C 
 T
U R S

N 
 . 

per  
I0 N 

advertising the Train. 

>4  LONDON st•Paacras 
To 

LEICESTER 

Third Class 

5 
Le 
Pan! 

- - 
s1(! LAND RAILWAY. 

L
ik
) LIXC. RETURN' 

1893.  
Tires v Docks 

nr Cleethoroes 

CI UzilCaTER 
Via Lincoln 

Third Cass Ae. 

MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
EXCURSION (1) 
June 29th. 1893. Im 

Leicester 
to 

MALVERN LINK 
Via Stoke Prior Jo, 

Third Class 

EXCURSION TICKETS — TWO-COUPON 

,•--- Type XT9 continued from the previous page, tickets with a small left hand serial number and conditions X2. 

Tickets without a pre-printed date and outside the core pattern referred to on the previous page. Note the continuation of 5 day 
tickets. 

Pre-dated tickets, the colours of these did not necessarily conform to those of ordinary booking office or agency issues. 



SHEFFIELD 
Via Annan, 

Carlisle, St Settle 

A.1 idlallit Rly.(0. 0.) 

Sheffield 
to 
GLAS G&SW 

L Carlisle, $ Annan 
Via Sebtle, 

(C. 0 .)1idland Itly. 

Ay able to RETURN as per 
bill advertieing the Tram 

CASTL.BOLIGLAS G&SW 

THIRD CL. (over C.Don, W THIRD CLASS. 

  

Kirby Mixioe 

Via 
rby 

THIRD OkASy.,,,,- 

EXCURSION TICKETS - TWO-COUPON 

TYPE XT10 Back: X2 Earliest date seen: 27 June 1893. 

The word "over" was added to the return half in order to draw attention to the conditions on the back of the ticket. The word had 
appeared on the return half of ordinary returns from at least 1871. Although horizontally printed tickets for booking office issue 
were very soon to be superseded by vertically printed tickets the horizontal format continued in use for pre-dated tickets until the 
early years of the twentieth century. 

Shown below are those tickets covered by what are suggested as the six core categories. Note that long date tickets now have the 
letter L in the audit snip. 

Midland Railway. 
RETURN. 

DAY EXC' N; 
Bristol (Mid) 

nirtIA.) to 
.43 'MANCHESTER VIC. 

Vittlbfarple&AncoatsJe./ 
M; 

THIRD CL. (over/ -In 

Variations on tickets falling within the core pattern. 

v 
'TOW  —DATE EXC'N Mar 

(A)Mancliester(Vic.111. 
to LONDON St.Peolcrag 

P 
LonclonB Victoriatj;:: 

BRIGHTON (L.D.&S. 
Aa 

'AP.MB TH IR 3S. 



MOUND RAHWAY!.  ;.) 
°HALF DAY 180. RETURN 

October 7th. )899. 
CI Nottingham  

to 
NEWARK; 

. (oven/  IN 

R.(Y2)EXC. RETURN 
‘.1 June 30th. 1898. 

(HALF DAY TRIP.) 
LLaignuore' 

to 
NOTTINGHAM  t 

Third (over) 

Midland Railway. 
6. HALF RAY DM RETURN 

Aug. 4th. 1897. 
Morecambe 

0 to 

Third Cl. (ever/ 

MIDLAN 
(4)EXO: 

April 1 
• Liverpool (C.) 
O (C.00, 

DIRMINDHAMI.SM 
via Nartilll • IP( 

Third Cl. (over)/1,1;tel 

MIDLAND RAILWAY 
3) EXC. RETTJ;(.14` 

Apri116.(r 18. iser: 
• LunaonSt. Pancras 

to 
ELSECAR&HOYMIND 

Third on)r)/ 

EXCURSION TICKETS - TWO-COUPON  

Type XT10 continued from previous page, tickets with a small left hand serial number, the word "over" and conditions X2. 

Tickets without a pre-printed date and outside the core pattern referred to on the previous page. Note the continuation of 5 day 
tickets. 

IVIidland E say 
COOKS EXCURSION 

(5. 8. i  
Nottingham ro 

To 
LOWESTOFT GI 
ViaPeterberNyElarch 

112, 11/s. Od. 
wy ea / \ird class 

Pre-dated tickets for periods of other than one day. The colours of these did not necessarily conform to those of ordinary booking 
office or agency issues. 

E. EXCURSION (3) 
22nd. 1896. 

I (CHOIR) r
il

l 
) N.St)  liinningha 

i to 
FARRINGOON ST 

(C.O.) 
Thirdi.   

MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
EXCURSION (3) pyrw,' 
Sept. 23rd. 1893. 111; 
LondonSt.Pancras 

to 
MANCHESTER(Ct 

9 Via Marple 
were 
bestrO Third Clam 

Midland IlailmIT. 
kA(3) EXC. RETZT 

Seat. 27th. 
H GLASAW 

Queen St. B .) 
o 

MANCHESTER (7(0 
V)aOarl)sle&Hellifiehl :; 

• 
Third Cl. (over) 'ma, 





ALTA. 
July 14.  

Better:: Ernwery Em 
Wolverhampton 

to 
A4ObROc  

via Pontetuaetk 

RETIjh M. R. EXCIRSION 
June  29th.1901. 

Wple SMI.,,,n&Son's1V'Me 

to 

SCARBORO' a:
.L Po'fract s 

1St ee/ Searbnro IACI.C,L nariTt, e 

M.R. (8) EXC. RETURN R. (8) EXCURSION 
ANY DAY  Sent 10th. 19CD. ['`ma---"  Sent. 17th. 1,900. - 

Holroyd's Esc 'n .1 •-xc n 
LondonSt.Paneras 11u. 

6 to 
HUCKNALL toticans11-.. 

7fin 
Third CL (over) -Paif.ors Third Class 

MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
m DAY RCN RETURN 
v• Jan. 26th. 1900. 
,n Birmingham IN. St.) or 

Bromford Bridge 
O to 

LEICESTER 

Third Cl. (over) Bre 

MIC! AND FMWAY. DAY EN.0 RETURN 
rIffarch 12th. 1902. 

Leicester 
to 

C  CHESTERFIELD 

Third Cl. foveri 

Midland Railway. 
lAY EXC'N RETURN rol August 5th. 1901. 

• Southend(L.T.S. 

CROUCH HILL 
Via Barking  /Cr 

Third 91. 'war)/ Sou 

Midland liailway. • 
CO DAY EKON RETURN 

May 22nd, TisiA. 
Cr) SOuthendonSea 

to 
0,NTBH TOWN 

(Via Barking 
A. 

Third CI. / soo 
-.••••••••••••••=1111.10.- 

lr dland Railway. 
BAY .:XC'N mum 
March 29th. 1901. 

1.4  Aintree(C.L.C) 
WAVAIMMOIterMIMIAWIMAMS 

O ROTHERHAMWgate 
Via New Mills .e/  

Third Cl. lover) / Aix( 

EXCURSION TICKETS - TWO-COUPON 

TYPE XT11 Back: X3 series Earliest date seen: 22 May 1899. 

During 1899 new conditions X3a and X3b were adopted for excursion tickets. The two forms differed only in their spacing, they 
contained an excursion bill variation clause and were used contemporaneously. Pre-dated horizontal format tickets with "over" (not 
"See back" as on vertical prints - see later pages) on the return half were printed with the new conditions for some three years and 
were then no longer used. The last date noted is 15 November 1902 and it is suggested that they were discontinued following the 
Company's 1902 revision of ticket colours. 
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Ip..4 RETURN 
HALT DAY EXC'N. 
Clifton Down to 
SA 'I' Li 

THIRD CLASS, 
a (over) . 9 ..ca  

M.R.EXC'N :17 
HALF DAY. Nf: sath 

to 
CLIFTON DOWN 

SC- — 
THIRD CLASS. 

95g1WALA2 
,M. R. R II 

DAY EXCURSION. 
Nailsworth to 
CLIFTON DOWN 

THIRD CLASS. 
(over) 

MIDLAND RY, 
DAY EXC'N. 

Clifton Down 
to 

NA ILS WO RTH —gni *— 
THIRD CLASS. 

[MP 

.4 
Midland

8  Railway 
SHORT 

a
Rt
ir

idev
D
et 

 DATE 
advertising  

Ku 
the
On 

 UR
N 

T
S
.,

1 
pi
N
en;, 

 

Glasgow(G. 

(C.

:I

:I

I:OK  BURN 
Settle, & Hellifield  ' 

Carlisle, Via 

Ti

_k

u

nnan, 

Midland Rly. Ip  
SHORT DATE EXC'N. •••• Shetrield to 
CROMER BEACH 
Via Saxby & Bourne 
THIRD CLASS. 

(C.O.) 

LORD DATE.EXCLIROON. 
Av*ble to  RW1URN as.pee 
LILA adverthilg the  TOIL 
Lia'erpooli (Cent to 
LEICESTE 

i a  larp10 
THIRD  ,CLASS.g 

(c.p.) (ater)   

8 
Mi and R way 
LO DATE EXC'N. 
Iexc 

 WEDPOOL (GENt 
V it  Ma.rplj 
TIT ED CLAS . 

(C.3.) 
j 

EXC'N. 

RR151:ti,  
`RN ax 

e 

GFi 
(For Farliznen.' Hi l)  Via 

THIRD CLASS. 
(over)/ 

T,Idland Ely.  

Midland Rly. 

M. R!13,ET
6, 

 UR
9  
N 

DAY EXCURSION. 
Torquay (G. W.) to 

CAMP HILL 
Via Bristol 

THIRD CLASS. 
(over) 

MIDLAND 
DAY EXC'N. 
Camp Hill 

to 
TORQUAY (G. W.) 

Via Bristol 
THIRD CLASS. 

friMNP'l 

AUd n lIly. EXTENDED 
1)140 DATE EXCURSION. 
.4 v'able to RETURN4c pie 
Dill advertising the Train. 
Bristol (Mid) to 

LEICESTER 
Via Shustoke 
THIRD CLASS, 

1401 Ft PK- 5 1   
Midland R1.1%  EXTENDED LONG DATE EXCURSION. 

v'able to llETURN as per 
/Al advertising the Train. 

(Mid)to 

iglISTOL T. STEAD 
—•E16t •---

THIRD CLASS 
igli  S. (01er) I ,  

EXCURSION TICKETS -TWO-COUPON 

TYPE XT12 Back: X2 Earliest date seen: 20 August 1893. 

From some time in 1892/3 all excursion tickets that were to be dated on issue by the booking clerk or agent were printed in vertical 
format, with "over" on the return half and conditions X2 on the back. As seen from the previous pages, the contemporary pre-dated 
tickets of Types XT9 and XT10 were horizontally printed. 

Shown below are those tickets covered by what are suggested as the six core categories. Initially the colours used for the 
corresponding tickets of Type XT10 were continued, but long date (15) excursion tickets appear to have been re-designated as 
extended long date excursion tickets with the indicator in the audit snip changed from 15 to L. During the currency of the type three 
colour changes appear to have occurred as follows: 

Day tickets - the halves took a central yellow rather than white band, seen dated from: 22 August 1895 
Extended long date tickets - became pink/white/blue on both halves, seen dated from: 3 April 1901 
Blank period tickets - became light blue on outward half and dark blue on return half, seen dated from: 4 March 1901 
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MIDLAND ilY 
DAY EXC'N. 
Bradford 

to 
BRISTOL (PAID) 
THIRD CLASS. 

0 

EnURSION 5.  or  8.  Gv(8, 
av'atle to RESTAN og p 
billdvortisIng the Tr 

SouthaniptO(L&SW) 

WdLVERH4MPTO vinA,.,,,JCIL4It'arri&PC 
THIRD LASS. 

(CM_ ) 

lidland 
'N 5. Or 
verha pton 
THAMP 
nsChelf m&Anclo 
IRD j(;1,ASS 

V.  
SO 

via 

(C. 

R • 
A.railable 
Lz,otrliC 

tOlIDO4 
Via 
TIII 

EXCURSION TICKETS -TWO-COUPON 

Type XT12 continued from the previous page, tickets printed in vertical format, with "over" on the return half and conditions X2 
on the back. 

Variations on tickets falling within the core pattern. 

7  in-pek 

Tickets without a pre-printed date and outside the core pattern referred to on the previous page. A new category of single fare long 
date excursion was brought into use. 

rs) 
Dr.R.Itse ,LfratAps 
LONG BATE EXCURSION. 
Svabla cc RETURN as pee 
Pip advertising, the Train. 

ivti 
(Queen St. N. B.) 

BIRMINGHAM 
Via Edinbargia 

verley,Catliele, & Settle 
nitrS  StASS.. 

IC.0.) (Ova.) „.7" 

 

M.R. Available  for  the 
TARN journey within 

FOURTEEN DAYS 
including date of  ieaue. 
Aborystwith to 

241. Y 
Via Lltinidloes & Three Cocks 

THIRD CLAP A/ 
(over) / 1."1"; 

Pre-dated tickets, the colours of these did not necessarily conform to those of ordinary booking office or agency issues. 



079 
M. R. RETURN 

HALF DAY EXC'N, 
SO UTRWELL to 

BLEASBY 
THIRD CLASS. 

See Back 

illeasby to 
SOUTHWELL 

THIRD CLASS. 

tre::)Ng'  

PA .R. BOX -s\kg 
HALF DAY.   

M. R. DETURri 
EXDURSIOM, 

B r a drord(Mid) to 
SHEFFIELD 

Via Leeds 
THIRD CLASS. 

See Back 

Mial mY. E5 
LONG DATE EXCURSION. 
AUable to RETURN as per 
bill advertising the Train. 
Liverpool (Cent.)to 

LONDON ST. PANCRAS 
Via Marble 

THIRD CLASS.  
See Back 

EXTL 
Mifflin) y:*), 

s‘,

121 

LONG GAIL EXC'N. 
Birmingham to 

PLYMOUTH (N'th Rd.) 
Via Bristol 

THIRD CLASS. r - 

2010#411r ast 
Midland Railway ' 

LONG DATE EXCURSION, 
Av'eblo to RETURN as pdr 
hill  advertising  the Train, 
London St. Pancras to 

LEICESTER 
THIRD cuss, 7 

See back 

(J1, 
Midland Railway 
LONG DATE EACH. 
Blackburn to 

LONDON St. Pancras 
TialncoataJtuic.StMarple 

e
gi D CLASS. 

..- 

714 $ 
M.R.EXTENDED\,.. 
LONG DATE EXC'N. 
Cheltenham too-,  

iLFIIMMt7 (1M  W) 

THIRD CLdSS. 

nVia 

3 8 8 6 
M. R. RETURN 

O-AY EXCURSION, 
Sharpness to 

BRISTOL 

        

    

L8 9 
and Ittjh oy 

SHORT RATE EXCLIRS;ON 
'able to RETURN as pee 

bill advertising  the  MAU 
o re c; mbe (Mi .11) to 

BRADFORD 
1.-- 

TM RD CLASS. (C, O.) See Rack 

   

  

THIRD CLASS. 
Seebeck „.•;:, 

      

          

            

            

A/NOLAND RI. 
DAY  EXC'N.  
BRISTOL to 
SHARPNESS 

+t911•.— 
THIRD CLASS. 

    

4. al all a hiy• 
SHORT DATE IRON N. 

134-adforti  to 
CHELTENHAM (MID) 

THIRD CLASS, 

  

        

  

se 

         

           

   

q 

        

1  711trIt 
PA. R4103 OWN. 

Day  , 
To RETURN as 

in in 

LONDON St. Pe%cras 
via  

THIRD CLASS. 
1s9vic.St Sceneav 

EXCURSION TICKETS - TWO-COUPON 

TYPE XT13 Back: X2 Earliest date seen: 9 July 1896. 

Notice on the return half changed from "over" to "See Back", the corresponding change had occurred on ordinary returns by 
November 1896. Various typefaces and positions are found for this notice, but with no apparent date significance. From probably 
the same time some vertically printed pre-dated excursion tickets began to appear although horizontal prints of Type XT10 were not 
yet abandoned. 

Shown below are those tickets covered by what are suggested as the six core categories. Initially the colours used for the 
corresponding tickets of Type XT12 were continued, but during the currency of the type a further change to the colour of extended 
long date tickets appears to have taken place, these becoming pink with a blue band on each half. Tickets in the new colours have 
been seen dated from: 20 May 1899. 
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rN •• 
EXOTf.2:(-1_m 

JUNE 26th. 
Leicester to 

WORCESTER 
Via Bromegrove 

THIRD CLASS, ./ 
(E.2e hack) 

ULF D.T. 
lo"(':' 

Leicester to 1 

KETTF71S 
TIMID CLAPS. 

4 7 7 
Midland Ittibitay. 

HALF DAY ENG, HMV 
February 181.1899. 
IDerby t© 
NOTTINGHAM 

THIRD Class, 
(Flue 1.14) 

0 1 4 
v:all.AND RAILWAY. 

RAM EXC'N RETURN APRIL 12th. 1897.  
Nottingham to 

NEWARY 
THIRD Class. r!,/ 

(Sue back) 

EXCURSION TICKETS - TWO-COUPON  

Type XT13 continued from the previous page; vertical format tickets with "See Back" and conditions X2. 

This page shows pre-dated tickets, the colours did not necessarily conform to those of ordinary booking office or agency issues. 

  

0 1 473 
MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
FIAV FI(r",r1 811319 

 28th.. 1897. 
Malvern Link to 

Via  . 
THIRD Class.' 

(See Leek) 

 

0 4 2 
Midland Railway. 
11) EXC. RETUI!I\J 
FEB. 8(4139 
Nottingham 

NEWARK 
THIRD Class. 

ba.216 

8 4 
Midland Railwey 

, 3) EXC. RETURN 
MAY  Ha 1898. 

St. Albans to 

LONDON Gatti ks) 
THIRD CLASS/ 

See P.,n1,  

0 0 
Midland ORailway. 
(11 EXC. RETURN 

Oct. 4th. 1898.,  
liottingharn tO 

N EVARK '  
HIRD Class. r 
(see bee.) 





lir,t1 
47.9AYS.) 

able it, i.MiU .iN as per 
bill adveilisiog the T •ain. 
Glitiig,0WL • • .0 

WillICESIEll CS H.) 
\ lit Kai Wavarley, tlaribile,s, a.;Ltle 

THIRD  CLASS. ...e• 
(SEII 

Midland 
LONG DATE 

EXCURSION. 
L. CALEDONIANS' PARTY, 

London St. Pancras to 
GREENOCK (G.S.W.) 

Via Settle Carlisle & Annan 
THIRD CLASS. 

SS Can- jr=10:3 
non St. VILA 

EXCURSION TICKETS - TWO-COUPON  

Type XT14 continued from the previous page; tickets with conditions X3a or X3b. 

Variations on tickets falling within the core pattern. 

3 4 
Midland: 71 • 

DAY EXO'N liot Including Alni,  _Ina 
Palace Gardens or Park. 

STREETLY to 
WALSALL 

— 
THIRD CLASS. 

See back   

L j.4 .44 614 
Midland ly. Duro) 
LONG DATE EACURGIUh. 
AT 'able to RETURN as  per 

ad,vtisinf the Tin. 
,fiatt.g.41‘0, 0  

LEICESTER 
,'Via Bristol Shustoke 

THIRD CLASS. 
-..„.(0.0.) See 'flack 

e 

Tickets without a pre-printed date and outside the core pattern referred to on the previous page. Single fare long date excursion 
tickets continued in use. The category of 16 day excursion appears to have been reintroduced, tickets had the number 16 in the audit 
snip. 

nenea ,1 
SINGLE FARE 
LON3 DATE EXC'N.) 
Manchester Vic. to 
G LASG OW G.S.W 

Via Hellitield, Settle, 
Carlisle, & iknuan 
THIRD CLASS. 

Midland Rl 
rc, 

y. 
EXCURSION c, i_F:1 
(16 DAYS.) '— 
CARLISLE to 

LONDON ST. PANCRAS 
Via Settle 

THIRD CLASS, 

ukr.o EiEN 

Pre-dated tickets, the colours did not necessarily conform to those of ordinary booking office and agency issues. 

David  Geldard
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0 1? 
laud Rail 

DAY HIC'N. DELI 
Jl.i .  E 24th 0l. 
I3rc 

;S 

ALiD III. U 
EAY EXCUIL8 to vi 

JAIL 1st,  1908 
,431tellTioic1. t 
MANOHESTFR 

Via Chinley 
THIRD CLASS. 

MIDLAND PLY. 
N 
 

DAY EXCURSION 
JAN. 21st. 1908. 

NOTTINGHAM rIGHESTER 
Via Chinlev 

-  THIRD CLASS. 

MIDLAND PLY. DAY EXCURSION 
JULY 15th. 190 

Co-operative Socie 
RTSHDEN to"z 
YARMOUTH (G.E' 

0 

AU• UST 3rd. )(w- 
u EX0 1 N RE 

M
;a

IDLAND-A . 

oh L.J i'LIEND(.: , s) to 
SO TN T NAM & 

TA'. ILL o93, ,,ge Pk 

DA 
r-, 

MIDIM:. 
Ora EX, ;AWN 
JULY 12th. 100'1. 

slat& Cot. Employas. 
BURTON ON TRENTtor., 
BLACKpOOLTALBOT RD), 

via Ancoats Jane. 
THIRD C ASS. 

00 7 
PA. )

4 
 DAY ERO. RF. URN 

JU 6Lh, 00. 
MO'ortlFaA,M,K r3.1 t0 

THIRD,-;larlis. 
,_ 

 
si,x I,,"'''•)  

IVIkR. DAY ERG R uo 
001.  25th. 1 (Ri. 
CA BUD to 
KEITtr G 

HALF DAY. 
4th. 1900 

q.J.DONSt.Pancras to 

CLASS. 

1 1 

MIDLAND PEY ‘C "s 
7) EXCURSION 

JULY 5th. 1905. 
Mr. Wild's Party 

\ I imellester( Vi 
GREENOCK (O. &S. vv„ Via fiellifield & Carlisle 

'HERD CLASS. 

EXCURSION TICKETS  

Type XT15 continued from the previous page. Tickets in the new colours with a large skeleton R and conditions in the X3 series. 

Pre-dated tickets, the colours did not necessarily conform to those of ordinary booking office and agency issues. 



WWI Pt 
2 9 6 - 

tvi R. RETURN 
E UN, 

B A D) to 
or, 

iri?.IDCLASS: "I" 
Seebaek_ .‘",:z  

M. R. EXC'N. 
HALF DAY.  
BRISTOL to 

F.3 .A. 'T II ow) 

THIRD CLASS. e 
MAY Ite VIA 

LONG  ' LIRSION. 
bill a -e he Train. 
EDI .) to 
NO SHAM 
Via 11 ee ey 1 & Settle,  

RR C ASS 
CZ 
, 

See back 1  

Midland Thy. 
LONG DATE 

EXCURSION 
Nottingham to 

EDINBURGHND 
Via Settle Carlisle& Waverle) 

THIRD CLASS. 

7'4 

itm 
N. 

BARSf to 
BIR 11 (ITGE) 

SO- 
1-1,1-; 

MIDLAND RV.-' 

DAY EXC'N. m' 4' 
(B'ge) Birmingham to 
BARN?-  GREEN 

THIRD •CLASS. 

1225 

23. DEC  tit 
Midland 2- T§DED 

RSION LAD,Ni hirer 
bill a. rain. 
Bour st) to 
13 4:101.J 
Via o dst e Bath 

T IR C SS7 
See back 1121 

Midland Rly. X  E 
EXTENDED pj 

LONG DATE EXC'N. _ 
BRISTOL to 

RNRNEMOUTH (WEST) 
Via Bath & Broadstone 

THIRD. CLASS. 

3743 

3 

MAY 2/ 012 
Pad i 1 Py 

SHORT RSION. 
Train- 
t.) to 

HAM 
C inNy 

T IR C ASS:‘ 
See back 

Midland Rly. 
SHORT DATE 

EXCURSION. 
Nottingham to 

LIVERPOOL (CENT) 
Via Chinley 

D dmss. 

50  

ab bill a 
LIV 
NO 

M. R3LOSL ti(C'N 
Day 

as 
Train. 

to 
MBE 

C.•  gt  no  ritk. 
SEE BACK 

- - 
Midland Rly. 
LOCAL EXC'N 

Day 
MORECAMBE to 

MID 
fie 

THIRD CLASS. 
C.O. 

a 'E 
b 

Via 

EXCURSION TICKETS 

TYPE XT16 Back: X3 series Earliest date seen: 4 December 1908. 

Style of R overprint changed to a smaller version. While this style did predominate during the later period some tickets continued to 
appear with the larger overprint. 

Shown below are those tickets covered by what are suggested as the six core categories. 

David  Geldard
StrikeOut



M R;  ROT USN 
DAY ION. 

NWto 

Via to Hope 
THI 

I :V. 
T-Irg 

MIDLAND RN. la'a'  
DAY EXC'N.  
BRADFORD to 

LNW 
Via Hope 8c Buxton 

THIRD CLASS. 

195 

8 JU, el 1 
Midland mil 

SHORT _DATE r URSION. 
A-se,b -R sr per 

he rain. 
.KPto 

LD 
a 

T IRI CUSS. 
FiN, hank 

Midland Ely. 
LONG DATE 

EX TIRSION  
floxt'Stl,,l'ancras to 

MID 
Via  

THIt 

15 
Midland Rly, CIA1  
SHORT DATE '743 

EXCURSION-
BIRMINGHAM to 

COWES (West Pier) 
Via Cheltenham & Cricklade 
Not including Tram nor Pier 
Tolls at Southampton 

THIRD CLASS. 

100 

Midis* ihilvisy 
SHORT

. 
 D 887 N. 

kv'able ETURN a a pm 
bill a Traln 
COW r) to 
BIR M 

Via C tenham 
Not inc nor Pier 
Tolls on 
THI CL 
C.O.S e ba 

&UAW. 
ETURN ae per 

r) to 
M  Bath 

or Pier 
on 

e ba 101: 
Midland Rly. -.1141; 
LONG DATE o 

EXCURSION  
BIRMINGHAM to 

-COWES (West Pier) 
Via Bath & Templecombe 
Not including Tram nor Pier 
Tolls at Southampton 

THIRD CLASS. 0.0.050  

Midi 
LONG 0 

kv'able 
bill a 
CO 
Bl. 

Via T 
Not in 
Tolls 
THI 
C.O.S 

Midland 
LONG 0 
watt 
sill a 
COW 
BI 

Via C 
Not in 
Tolls 
THI 
C. .S 

MOEN°  
r) to 

tenham 
nor Pier 

Midland Rly. ,44"1 
EXTENDED 

LONG DATE EXC'N. 
BIRMINGHAM—  to 

COWES (West Pier) 
Via Cheltenham & Cricklade Not including Tram nor Pier 
Tolls at Southampton 

THIRD CLASS. 

".300 

5 0 0 ' 
m. R. RETURN 

SUD C'N 
Al 11.16.uou to 

NO HAM 

SUNDAY EXCURSION.  
Nottingham to 

DTATLOCI{  

THIRD

50  

CLASS. 

0 

THIIfD 0 C S 
See back 

18' Midland RIv. NNiz  Midland Ely. 
EXCURSION 
(16 DAYS.)  
Mancheste 

St. 
Via Helli 
Carlisle & 
THI 

C. O. 

EXCURSION TICKETS 

Type XT16 continued from the previous page. Tickets in the new colours with a small skeleton R and conditions in the X3 series. 

Variations on tickets falling within the core pattern. 

Tickets without a pre-printed date and falling outside the core pattern. 

0 3 3 
Midland EXCURSION 
TN AYS. 

kv abl per 
bill a ve tisiog the Train. 
BED ) to 
LOND N NORM 

I! CI Ss 
189Vic,St.See WI/ 

David  Geldard
StrikeOut



13 0 
DAY ERG. TURN 
L 10th,  911 

FIB Cl 
(SEE BACK) 9 

rI 
MIDLAND RLY 

DAY EXCURSION 
APRIL 10th. 1911 

M. 
AP 

NO 

to 

NOTTINGHAM 
FIRST CLASS. 

HO 

0 1 8 
M. LER11111 
AP IL 10th. 1911 
C twat to 

CK 

DAY EXCURSION 
MIDLAND RLY. 

-1 

APRIL  10111.  1911, 

to 
C4014 W13141 

Via Stoke Prior Juno .  

FIRST CLASS 

0 0 0 
U1111 
11 

M.R 
APR 

LE to 
RO AM 

ON) ()VAS 

FIR Cla s. 
_ LSCF. j3A Qs) "r4 77, 

MIDLAND RLY 
DAY EXCURSION 
APRIL 13th. 1911 

Rotherh'inmasbo'st'n to 

LEICESTER 
FIRST CLASS. 

CEO 

M. 
AP 

NO 
LORD 

FI 
S ilACCISL,Y°' 

MIDLAND RLY. z 
(2) EXCURSION 

APRIL  10th. 1911 
LONDON St•Pancras to 
NOTTINGHAM 

FIRST CLASS 

CAM 

(2) END. I, 
IL 11th. 

0 5 
TULIN 
1911 

to 
GRAS 

M.  
JU 

ir 
Che 
S 

ViaLy 
FIF18 
ISEE 

r)  0 2  
ITAY EXC.- RETURN 
E 9th. I IC. 
' arling' Pty. 

.tO 
TL 

B eleyRd. 

MIDLAND WIN 
DAY EXCURSION 

\ 

JUNE 9i1,. 1910. 
Sir W. Marling's Pty. 
S-tl'O Vila to 

CHEPSTOW (G.W.) 
N. irk BerkeiCytttl. Lytilley .1 

01ST Gk. CuLtIMIULE 

(11 

0 0 4 
ETURN 

AP I L 13th. 1911. 
MAN en)to 

TH 
(SEE i(NOK) 

c's- 

DAY ERCURSION 
MIDLAND ELY.NN..‹

. 
 

APRIL 18th. 1911. 
BARNSLEY to 

MANCHESTER (1111011 
Via .Chinley 

THIRD CLASS. 

1; 
MIDLAND DIY. 4 t5 

DAY EXCURSION 
APRIL  10111. 101). 
King's N or tou to 

C 4DIL.-W-AJLAIL 
Via Stoke Prior Jane 
THIRD CLASS 

00 8 
M. 1DATEIItt-1 
AP IL 10th. 1911 

to 
KI TON 

Via 
TH 

(LACK) 

LEAF.  
TURN 

011. 
to 

SAS 

r2  
MIDLAND RLY. oS 

DAY EXCURSION 
APRIL 18th. 1911. 

BROMSGROVE t., 

BIRMINGHAM 
THIRD CLASS. 

019 

0 3 8 
M. TUN 
AP IL 11th. 1911 

NO to 
LORD N S GRAS 

TIT 
(SEE IIACK)_.„7:j 

DAY EXCURSION 
MIDLAND FILY. 41;8  

APRIL 11111.  191 

LONDON St.Pancra 
TTINGHAM 

THIRD CL 

Ni. DAY E 
AP IL 13th. 
LI 

TH c 
(Mb BACK; y6. A. 
MIDLAND fiLY.N.,c,  

DAY EXCURSION 
APRIL 13th.  1911  

BRADFORD to 

LEICESTER 
THIRD CLASS 

COM 

0 '7 8 
• HIM 

1911. 
T to 

RD 

EXCURSION TICKETS 

Type XT16 continued from the previous page. Tickets in the new colours with a a small skeleton R and conditions in the X3 series. 

Pre-dated tickets, the colours did not necessarily conform to those of ordinary booking office and agency issues. 

4 '7 6 
; NLR TURN 

APR 11 
II to 

'CHI 
(5100 RACK) 

MIDLAND RLY.  
HALF DAY EXC'N'' 
APRIL 17th. 1911 

BRADFORD to 
ILL TilLAEW 
THIRD CLASS. 





Uttil 
EXO. 
) to 

THII ZO 
Co-oSNelSee back 

EXCURSION TICKETS 

TYPE XT17 Back: X3 series Earliest date seen: 4 February 1913 

From about mid-1912 the Company started to print large reference numbers on most of their tickets. The earliest date seen on any 
Midland ticket with such a number is 19 August 1912, their purpose is not yet known. All excursion tickets (except for fishing 
excursions which are shown separately), whether 1st or 3rd class, carried the number 3 and for a very brief period this was shown 
on the front of each half of the ticket. 

3 -8 

HALF nu EN  
COLN E to 

EE+ EBBS (MR)) 
.t. 

THIRD CLASS. 

ti210 52 



*3 
M. R. RETURN 

HAL ON. 
Kliku 

'8 X °O 
M. R. EKG'N. 
HALF  DAY.  
BRADFORD to 

MIDDLESBORO' (N. E.) 
Via Otley 

THIRD CLASS. 
N.E. 
eityCitt e Alb 

U 

  

.1 to 

THIRD 

C s 
D CL S 
See back  

Midland Ely. \ oo 
LONG GATE E6 

"CURSION N 
..,,THAMSTOW to 

uLASGOW O.S.IN 
VraSettle Carlisle & Ammo 

THIRD CLASS. 

7  -  14 

Ra 
LONG 

ViaAn 
TIII 

ray 
SION. 

s per 
rain. 
.) to 

TOW 
Settle 

6 9 0 
RN 
ON, 

as to 
LL 

DAY 
Lond 
T 

THI 
See bask j 

(Pi 
MIDLAND RY. F id 
DAY EXO'N.  
TWYWELL to 

LONDON ST, PANCRAS 

THIRD CLASS. 

690 

7.)(Tg ED U FirS8 
 10

p
N
er
. 

Train. 
.) to 

LE 
ntect 

See back 

Midland Ely. Xi  °,,V,t 
EXTENDED c" 

LONG DATE ENO'N. 
COALVILLE to 

BRIDLINGTON (N, E.) 
ViaPontect&Enthorpe 

THIRD CLASS. 

172 

Midlan 
ION 
A rlab 
bill 

Bridl 

ViaE 
THI 

Midland Ely-. 
SHORT DATE 

EXc TIP 511- 071', 
BRADFORD to 

MORECAMBE (MID) 

THIRD CLASS. 

5310 

R. 

Midland Rly. 
LOCAL EXC'N 

 Day 
SHEFFIELD to 

MID 
Via  

THIRD CLASS. 
167 Sou 

Mor 

EXCURSION TICKETS 

TYPE XT18 Back: X4 series Earliest date seen: 3 April 1913. 

Within a very short time it had been decided to move the reference numbers to the backs of excursion tickets and to change the 
setting of the conditions to give either form X4a or X4b, the two being used contemporaneously with the former version the 
commoner. 

Restriction of excursion facilities commenced in 1914 and were progressively tightened until it was announced that all excursion 
bookings must be suspended on and after March 29th 1915. This is thus the last type to be used until some time after the end of the 
War. 

Shown below are those tickets covered by what are suggested as the six core categories. 

David  Geldard
StrikeOut

David  Geldard
StrikeOut



M. FL 9X9F.PON 
.0ay 

TO/ta as 
sr bill d i tn. 

N B.to 
L  if 

VlaW er  ye  Ile Settle 
TN C SS. 
C.O. Nee bank- 

Midland Rly 
NIZSCIIRSION 

Day 
LEEDS to 

Zee back 

MIDLAND RV. \ 
E 

DAY EXC'N. 
SPKOIAL  FARE. 

BRADFORD to 

WEN NINGTO N 

THURSO CLASS. 

707 

EXCURSION TICKETS 

Type XT18 continued from the previous page. Tickets with conditions in the X4 series. 

Variations on tickets falling within the core pattern. 

N. 8. 
*laStAtiuQuiielt,t  \Valve:0*y 

THIRD CLASS. 

O.  000 

Tickets without a pre-printed date and falling outside the core pattern. 



1 4 5 
M. .0 'ETUIIN 

13 
CH to 

FL 
LsE 
- - - 

MIDLAND RLYNNQ 
DAY EXCURSION 

NOV. 1st. 1913. 

to 

CHELTENHAM 
FIRST CLASS. 

117.11.P 

I 
M. $A ET(IIIN 
JA 13th. 914. 

811.0, to 

li)  
Nr; -BACK 

NMI 00 Y 
DAY EXCURSION 
JAN. 13th. 1914. 

 to 

BROMFORD BIBOGE 
FIRST CLASS. 

0 0 7 
IVI . DAY LOU. II 111111+ 
141A . 25th. 1114. 

XETER (14 
81 AM 
Via ent 
1' 

0.0 .StA 
- 40.11 

MIDI VW HIV \f= 
DAY EXCIIRSION N  
IVIAY. 25th 1914 

BIRMINGHAM to 
IfffORETER 

Via Burton-on-Trent 
FIRST iljASS. 

O. 52 7 Oor.St. 

3 9 4 
HMIs 
04. 

on to 
AM ON. 

MIDLAND RIO. 
HALF DAY EXC'N 

NOV. 1st. MD& 
ROtherli'MMaabo'St'n to 

WATH &BOLTON 
THIRD CLASS. 

P.-4-6] 4 

11.7 Cl 
M. R. (5)  EKG. RETURN 

IA! S 

JUN 11. 2. or 914. 
NIO1LECADIS 

THIRD 3 

 

SEE BACK,%'',.  c, 

1"  L .rr, 6  
MIDLAND FILY., 

. 

( 5) EXCURSION 
MAY 30th. ( 1914 

LEEDS to 
MORECAMBE 
'S: I3Z1u CLe9 E5. 

M.`R. AYfFC. URN 
A G. rd. 1 4. 
Sta T Co.'s E c'n ' 

LRAM POOL (PENT, to  
na e. 

ispiE BA 

M. 
914. 

EPSON .O.) to 
NO AWL 

V 

PRP( AND 01.0. 
DA' XCUILS 
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NOTTI to 
EPSOM DOI (L.B.s,c) 

Via AS 
TISIFEtZ  

1 1 
NI. E11199 

13. 
CH to 

TH 

MIDI AND 511 5 It 
DAY EXCURSION 

NOV. 1st. 1913. 

nipple to 
CHELTENHAM 

Tksiznp CLASS. 

CUD 

0 4 0 
11.199 
13. 
to 

LD 
a io 

 

C ii,  BAGS 
- - 

1 AND ilLY. 
EXCURSION'',  

OV. 4th.  1913. 

,INCOE.N 
Vialteigliton Junction 

1r' 90..\ ,  
RSI N 

AAY  27th. 1014_ 
Kettering to 

L...,TATTENNAM 
Vin St Panorn9 

TVtIRD CLASS. 

0 0 
M. Xt'° -- 
NO . 18th. 
Wa ckatily.1. 
GL l TER 

j Via L angliant 
TH 
(SS 

MIOL LX. 
DAY / ASIONN 
NOV. ,13111. 1913.  

GLOUCESTER t1 

WARWICK 
Via Birmingham &L.N... 

THIRD CLASS. 

EDP 

0 1 n 
M. R. RETUFIN 

i3A 
JU 

Wort 

V
TeS 

ia 

IO4.N. 
1 

Spe Imck 
1s m 

.9101AND 117..\\ 
)AY EXO'N. 

JUNE 4th.1914. 
LINBY  to 

WORKSOP(G.0.) 
Via Alian,fielii.iiShireorilis 
THIRD CLASS. 

EXCURSION TICKETS 

Type XT18 continued from the previous page. Pre-dated tickets with conditions in the X4 series. Although most have the small R 
overprint, the larger version is still occasionally found. 

0 01. 
M. TURN 
AP IL 3rd. 913. 

A1N .0) to 
C ELI) 

VI rove 
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(SEE 11, 

0 U (i 
M. HIM 

I3. 
NE \ 
81• (5 HAM 
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3191ANU HIV 
uAY NACtittSlilt.`, 
NOV. 6th. 1913. 
BIRMINGHAM  to 

NEWPORT (G.W.) 
Via Gloucester 

THU.° 41...A14111. 0.0.  E  

 

 

R. M. R. .EMTUEN 
, jp  I C'N.owa, 

JU' 'Xi  14. 
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4
to 

 

 

Via hi eoal & ansfield 
Tilt C IU 

See bad 9. 

A/1.R. Elitt N. (-• 
DALY DAY. 

JUNE  4th.1914. 
LINBY to 

WORKSOP(G.C.)  
Yin Mansfield & Shireoalei 
THIRD CLASS. 

 

  

David  Geldard
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EXCURSION TICKETS 

The following notes covering suspension of excursion facilities during the First War are taken from the company's Excursion Train 
Notices for the period 29 May 1914 to 31 December 1915. It should be noted that no such Notices were issued for the weeks 1-8 
August to 21-28 August 1914. The withdrawals were effected during the period of Type XT18. 

Notice 96 (issued 19 August 1914) 

Under the heading "Resumption of Cheap Bookings" • 

b) Excursion bookings may, where trains permit, be resumed commencing Friday August 21st to the following districts on or 
via the L&NWR:- 

North Wales Lake District Morecambe 
Central Wales Blackpool Scotland 
Cambrian Lines Southport Isle of Man 

c) Excursion bookings to the GN line may be resumed on and from Friday August 21st. 

NB: This obviously pre-supposes an earlier withdrawal of some excursion bookings. 

Notice 97 (issued 25 August 1914)  

Excursion and other cheap bookings by ordinary trains to Midland stations and to stations on the lines of other companies may be 
resumed, so far as the service permits. [NB: Certain steamer services are excepted]. Excursion bookings by special trains are 
suspended, except where shown in the Excursion Time Table of Special Train Notice. 

Excursions to and from Scotland: Special trains on Fridays discontinued. Excursion bookings may still be given from stations south 
of Chesterfield to north of Edinburgh by 9.30 p.m. ex St. Pancras and connecting trains and from Bristol and stations to Derby to 
stations in Scotland shown on bills by 7.55 p.m. ex Bristol and connecting trains. 

Excursions for conveyance of passengers to stations in the west and south of England will not run on Fridays. Various excursion 
bookings are allowed by ordinary trains. 

Notice 112 (October 1914 Season Programme of Excursions by Ordinary Trains) 

Co-operative Holidays Association: Excursion tickets available for 16 days may be issued on Fridays and Saturdays to Portrush 
from stations issuing 10 days tickets to members of the CHA on surrender of a certificate signed by the Secretary. 

Notice 134 (issued 1 December 1914) 

Long-period holiday excursion bookings will be continued during December, January, February and March (except during week 
ending 26 December). Excursion tickets may be issued at the same fares, and on the same days, and by the same trains as 
advertised for October and November. 

Notice 18 (issued 9 February 1915)  

All excursion bookings to and from the GER via Peterborough or Cambridge suspended until further notice. 

Notice 22 (issued 17 February 1915)  

All excursion bookings (half-day, day and period) advertised in connection with Special Events to be held in February and March 
are cancelled forthwith. All half-day and day excursion bookings (weekly and occasional excursions) will be suspended on and after 
Monday next, February 22nd. 

EXCURSION TICKETS 

Notice 22 (issued 17 February 1915) - continued 

Period excursion tickets (i.e. excursion tickets for 2 or more days) advertised to be issued on a fixed day or days each week, will 
continue in operation, provided the ordinary trains services shewn on the bills are available. Special excursion trains will not be run 
and any bills announcing period excursion bookings by special trains must be withdrawn. 
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EXCURSION TICKETS 

TYPE XT19 Back: X5 Earliest date seen: 

Excursion trains were resumed on the Midland in late August 1920. What are assumed to be the first tickets had the backs printed 
from the blocks used immediately before the War but with the reference number 3 removed. Use of these numbers on other 
categories of ticket appears to have ended in late 1919/early 1920. 

TYPE XT20 Back: X6 Earliest date seen: 

Before long the conditions had been re-set and slightly amended. 
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EXCURSION TICKETS TO MORECAMBE 

Special treatment was given to 3rd class half day and day excursion tickets from the Leeds and Bradford districts to Morecambe, 
presumably in view of the large volume of traffic involved. Booking office and agency tickets for longer periods were in standard 
formats and colours. 

From at latest Type XT9 half day excursions were on buff I blue card with a red stripe on each half, as shown below. When 
vertically printed tickets were introduced (Type XT12) the colours of the halves were reversed, the outward half becoming buff and 
the return blue, presumably for convenience to conform with the tickets to St. Pancras shown on later pages. The distinctive cards 
for Morecambe tickets appear to have been discontinued when colours were rationalised in 1902, and tickets of Types XT15 
onwards were then on the standard lilac card. 
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Midland Railway 
EXCURSION RETURN 
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For day excursions two different sets were used, an A set and a B set. The sets may have been used in alternate weeks (dates rule 
out use of A sets on weekdays and B sets on Sundays or vice versa), but this is by no means certain. The sets were of different 
colours and neither was of the standard colours used for day excursion tickets. The earliest known is of Type XT4. Horizontal 
prints are shown on this page. The reason for the red stripes on ticket 8575, and the omission of a set letter thereon, is not known. 







EXCURSION TICKETS - SINGLE COUPON TO MORECAMBE 

A similar series was used without the large reference number 3 on the front, but again with conditions X10. 

These tickets could have been printed before introduction of the large reference numbers in 1912, or they may have been for post-
War use after restoration of the day excursion facility in August 1921. From other examples in the specimen book from which they 
were taken the earlier date would seem to be more likely. 
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EXCURSION TICKETS TO ST. PANCRAS 

Special treatment was given to 3rd class half day, day and short date (1, 2 or 3) day excursion tickets to St. Pancras. Booking office 
and agency tickets for longer periods were in standard formats and colours. 

From at latest Type XT8 tickets for these three periods were on blue I buff card with a red stripe on each half (the reverse of the 
Morecambe colours), as shown below. When vertically printed tickets were introduced (Type XT12) the colours of the halves were 
retained, the lower outward half remaining buff and the return blue. The distinctive cards for half day St. Pancras tickets appear to 
have been discontinued during the currency of Type XT14, but the day tickets were not changed until colours were rationalised in 
1902, and tickets of Types XT15 onwards were then on the standard green card. The change date for short date tickets is not 
known. 

Type XT8, with back X2 and the later form of audit snip. 

Type XT9, with back X2 and the left hand serial number in small numerals. 

Type XT10, with back X2 and "over" added to the return half. 

Type XT12, tickets in vertical format with back X2 and "over" on the return half. 
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EXCURSION TICKETS TO ST. PANCRAS 

Type XT13, with back X2 and "See back" on the return half. 

4,1*4-14447tA lb-
M. Rs 7:,..-L:2UPI3 

`BAY   
if. London St...Paucras to 

LEICESTER 
Tiii L' CLASS. 

Type XT14, with conditions changed to X3a or X3b. During the currency of this type special colours for half day tickets were 
discontinued and these were printed on standard green/pink card. 
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Type XT15, following the 1902 colour revision standard colours were adopted for all non pre-dated tickets to St. Pancras. 
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EXCURSION TICKETS - SPECIFIED ADULT OR CHILD 

Type XT12, the first vertically printed type, with conditions X2 on the backs. 

Type XT13, with "See back" on the return half and conditions X2 on the backs. 

Type XT14, with the conditions changed to X3a or X3b. 
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EXCURSION TICKETS - SPECIFIED ADULT OR CHILD 

Type XT15, tickets following the 1902 colour revision with a large R on the return half and conditions X3a or X3b on the backs. 
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Type XT16, with a small R on the return half and conditions X3a or X3b on the backs. 
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EXCURSION TICKETS - SPECIFIED ADULT OR CHILD 

Type XT18, with conditions X4a or X4b including the large reference number 3. 

Child tickets from the Leeds and Bradford districts to Morecambe. As with adult tickets special colours were used for half day and 
day excursions and the latter appeared in A and B sets. Note, however, that one of the day tickets is on standard coloured card 
without a set designation. 
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EXCURSION TICKETS - CIRCULAR TRIPS 

Some excursion tickets were issued to cover circular trips, travelling outward to one station and returning from another or making 
the outward and return journeys by different routes. These sometimes resulted in distinctive features on the tickets, e.g. red circle 
overprints on the two halves, the indication 1C instead of 1 in the audit snip and the use of different colours. 
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EXCURSION TICKETS - INCLUDING ADMISSION 

Tickets including admission to Crystal Palace. 
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