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OTHER M.R. CONSTITUENT COMPANIES

Birmingham & Derby Junction Railway
Birmingham & Gloucester Railway
Bristol & Gloucester Railway
Burton & Ashby Light Railway
Dursley & Midland Junction Railway
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway
Leeds & Bradford Railway
Leicester & Swannington Railway
Manchester Buxton Matlock & Midland Junction Railway
Midland Counties Railway
North Midland Railway
North Western Railway
Sheffield & Rotherham Railway
Tottenham & Forest Gate Joint Committee
Yorkshire Dales Railway

[The volume also includes the East & West Yorkshire Union Railway;
although this was not an MR constituent that company did supply the tickets.]



THE DAVID G GELDARD COLLECTION
of BRITISH PRE-GROUPING RAILWAY TICKETS

The collection was started in 1956 and over the years has developed into a specialised collection restricted to tickets
of the British pre-grouping railway companies. For the purposes of the collection the term “pre-grouping” is defined
as:

€)] any company that is listed as a Constituent Company or Subsidiary Company in the First Schedule to The
Railways Act 1921 [11 & 12 Geo. 5, ch. 55];

(b) any company that was a constituent of a company under (a) above;

) any railway owned jointly by one or more of the companies under (a) and/or (b) above;

(d) any railway owned jointly by a main line company under (a) above and a company that became part of
the London Passenger Transport Board on 12 April 1933 but only insofar as tickets provided by the main
line company are concerned.

In some isolated instances a company under (a) above supplied another company falling outside the definition with
through tickets onto its own system or onto lines that it worked. These are included in the collection.

The collection is a ‘types’ collection, assembled to enable the student to gain an understanding of the categories of
traffic that a railway company wished to attract, from passengers making a single or return journey at the full
ordinary fare, through the excursionist, the tourist, the workman and those many others entitled to some form of
reduced fare travel, to a dog or article that accompanied a passenger. It includes tickets for omnibus, shipping and
ancillary services operated by the companies.

A types collection traces the development of each category of ticket from its introduction throughout the life of the
company, showing how and why the print format on the tickets was changed. To this end tickets are collected
irrespective of the actual journeys for which they are issued, and no attempt is made to assemble items that represent
all the stations on a given company’s system. No index to the stations represented in the collection has been
compiled but the PDFs are fully searchable and this enables individual stations to be located.

Because of the extensive annotation throughout the collection it is considered to be a unique record of British
railway ticket practice from 1830 to 1923. It is the result of sustained research over a 60 year period during which
much time has been spent with the RAIL records of the National Archives and of the National Records of Scotland.
All known books and other publications dealing specifically with tickets have been read, amongst these specific
mention must be made of the Journal of The Transport Ticket Society and its predecessor organisations. All
significant company histories have been consulted and notes have been taken from all the principal railway
periodicals from the late 19th century onwards.

Most important, however, is the wide range of public and private ticket collections that have been studied and
analysed. The major public collections are those in the National Railway Museum York, the National Archives
(particularly the Hayward collection) and Birmingham Public Library (the Bett collection). Also significant are
holdings of the Bodleian Library Oxford (the John Johnson collection), John Rylands University Library of
Manchester (the Edmondson family collection), London Transport Museum, the Tolson Memorial Museum
Huddersfield (the Jacomb collection) and the Fritz Hellmuth collection at the Deutsches Technikmuseum in
Berlin. Major collections in trust are those of the Great Western Trust (assembled by the late Charles Gordon
Stuart and the late Mike Ogden) and of the Midland Railway Society in the Midland Railway Study Centre at
The Silk Mill Museum of Making in Derby (the Roy F Burrows collection). Over the years more than 60 private
collectors have kindly allowed access to their tickets, many are regrettably no longer with us but I record my
appreciation to them all. Between them, these sources have provided a research base of well over a quarter of a
million tickets.



USING THE PDFs
The PDFs have been compiled using Nuance but are fully readable and searchable with standard Adobe software.
A small glitch is that while reading some volumes a pop-up may appear containing the message “The font ‘Courier’

contains a bad /BBox”. This is due to the sensitivity of the error settings in Adobe reader.

Should this happen simply CLICK OK and carry on as normal.

PAGE FORMS

Company introduction pages

These are provided for most of the smaller companies. Each page includes a map together with historical notes
drawn from the available sources, primary if possible. When sources differ that considered to be the most reliable
is used. Information on station opening and closing dates is taken from Railway Passenger Stations in Great Britain
— A Chronology by Michael Quick (Railway & Canal Historical Society) using the most up-to-date edition at the
time of compilation or amendment. This is by far the most reliable source for such data.

Background information pages

These may be text pages (in a Word document within the volume or as scans) containing background notes designed
to assist understanding of the tickets in the volume, and/or scans of relevant documents.

Conditions of issue (ticket backs) pages

The information printed on the back of a ticket is often essential in placing it in its proper time frame. As appropriate,
therefore, and usually at the start of any volume, one or more pages illustrating ticket backs are included, with each
particular back being given what is for the railway company concerned a unique reference. As each volume is
designed to be self-contained some such pages may be repeated in more than one volume.

Ticket pages

Most pages show edmondson or punch tickets together with commentary thereon. Most tickets in the collection are
originals although extensive use is also made of photographs and photocopies. The conditions of issue or other print
on the back of a ticket is indicated either in the commentary or below the ticket at the left hand side thereof, in
either case using a reference as explained in the above section.

If the date of issue is known then this is noted below an original ticket at the right hand side thereof, or below a
copy at the left hand side thereof using the notation dd.mm.yy with the month given in a standard two-letter
abbreviated form no matter how the date is shown on the actual ticket. If a ticket is not dated then “Undated” is
shown and if the date is not fully legible then the abbreviation llleg’ is used.

When a copy ticket is shown any notation at the right hand side is a source reference and can be ignored.
Whole return tickets are very much more difficult to find than singles and the collection therefore makes extensive
use of severed halves. When two non-matching halves are placed in contact then care has been taken to ensure that

together they illustrate the print layout of a whole ticket even though journey and other details may be inconsistent.

Some pages show paper and large card tickets, including season tickets. Generally speaking these are not
annotated and the backs are either illustrated on the same page or on the immediately following page.


http://dd.mm/

MIDLAND RAILWAY CONDITIONS ON JOINT LINE TICKETS
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MTIDLAND RAILWAY CONDITIONS ON JOINT LINE TICKETS
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BRISTOL T0 GLODGESTER.

 AUGUST 5, 1844,

We are indebted 1o Mr. G. W. Hendley of the L.M.S.R. District Goods and Passenger Manager’s office, Bristol,
for lending us the two early railway tickets we reproduce. These were discovered in a family Bible at Gloucester,
where they appear to have been preserved for a great many years, and eventually were given to Mr. Hendley. Both
tickets are printed on thin paper approximately 4 in. by 3% in. ; the first class ticket on canary yellow paper and

the second class on olive green -




























ORDINARY TICKETS
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SCHOLARS' TICKETS
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DURSLEY & MIDLAND JUNCTION RATILWAY
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The short branch line that formed the Dursley & Midland Junction Railway was
incorporated in 1855, with the intention that it be worked by the Midland. It opened for
goods traffic on 25 August 1856 and to passengers on 17 September that year, on which
date were also opened Dursley Junction on the Gloucester - Bristol main line and an
intermediate station at Cam.

John Gough'’s The Midland Railway - A Chronology states that working was by a contractor
between September 1857 and April 1858 (he is silent as to the earlier period) from when
the Dursley company began to work the line itself and that the Midland took over the
locomotive to work the line in May 1861. The company was vested in the Midland by an Act
of October 1861.

The station number 142 on the ticket shown is that of the destination, Bristol, in the
Midland numbering system thought to have been introduced in 1857 and discontinued before
December 1861. From 1 April 1859 the Midland abolished Fourth Class and re-designated
Third Class as Government Class. On this basis, printing must have been in 1859 and the
JAN.6 date of issue is likely to have fallen in 1860 or 1861, i.e. during the period of
independent ownership.
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LEICESTER & SWANNINGTON RATILWAY
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The following notes are taken from The Leicester & Swannington Railway by C.R. Clinker,
published by the Leicestershire Archaeological Society in 1954. Clinker acknowledges
the work of Clement E. Stretton, who was writing and lecturing on the line and its
history between 1891 and 1904 and who indeed since 1867 had been delivering popular-
style lectures on the history of individual companies and lines forming part of the
Midland Railway. Unfortunately, Stretton’s work contained numerous errors and is not
to be relied upon.

Formal opening of the line from Leicester (West Bridge) to Bagworth took place on
Tuesday 17 July 1832. A public announcement in the Leicester Journal of 13 July 1832
included the phrase “the Proprietors may be supplied with Tickets on application at the
Directors’ Room in the Friar Lane, between the hours of 10 and 12 this day (this must
have meant the 13" as the train was to start at 10 o‘clock on the 17®). The inaugural
train, drawn by the locomotive Comet, consisted of an open wagon specially covered in
for the use of the directors, the company’s only open second-class carriage and ten new
coal wagons with improvised seats. In all about 400 passengers (directors,
proprietors, officials and important guests) were conveyed. An opening day ticket is
shown overleaf.

Public traffic commenced the following day; the initial table of fares as approved by
the directors is shown below, together with the distances from West Bridge in miles and
chains:

Leicester to: 1st class 2nd class Distance
Glenfield 8d 4d 2m 63c¢
Ratby Lane 1ls 0d 6d dm 40c
Desford Lane 1ls 4d 8d ém 49c
Merry Lees 1ls 8d 10d 8m 12c¢
Thornton* 2s 0d 1ls 0d 9m 60c

* Stag & Castle Inn. Presumably this fare also applied to Bagworth, a further quarter
of a mile on at 10m Olc.










LEICESTER & SWANNINGTON RATILWAY METAL TICKETS

The first tickets used for second class passengers were octagonal and of copper, with
inscriptions made by hand punches. These comprised the railway title, a station name
and a serial number which was repeated on the reverse. Tickets are known for all
stations except Leicester, Merry Lees and Thornton but it is suggested that none were
struck for the latter in view of the conditional nature of the stop and the fact that
it could be covered by a Bagworth ticket issued at the same fare.

The method of use of these tickets is not clear. The first known account appears in
williams’s Midland Railway - Its Rise and Progress first published in 1876 and re-
printed in 1968 by David & Charles with a new introduction by C.R. Clinker. Williams
illustrates Ashby Road ticket No. 22 and ascribes it as “lent to us by a Midland
Inspector”. He continues “If a passenger went from Leicester, for instance, to the then
Ashby Road station, perhaps ‘No. 22’ would be issued to him, and the circumstance would
be duly recorded by the clerk in a book kept for that purpose, the page of which
resembled the ‘way-bills’ of coaching days. When the passenger arrived at his
destination, the guard would place the ticket in a leathern pouch he carried at his
side, which looked like a modern collecting box, and take them back to be used again.”

Another account appeared in Railway World for October 1892. It tallies broadly with,
and may have formed the basis of, commentary by Prof. Lionel Wiener in Passenger
Tickets (abstracted from the Bulletin of the International Railway Congress Association
March to November 1938 and published by Railway Gazette) which states on page 117 “In
addition to the Company’s initials, these tickets only bore the name of the destination
station and a serial number. The latter was recorded in a register together with the
fare paid. The guard collected these metal tickets and put them in a box with divisions
corresponding to each of the issuing stations. At the completion of the journey, the
tickets were returned to the several issuing stations for use again.” Wiener
illustrates Bagworth ticket No. 20.

This agrees with Williams insofar as the name on any ticket is that of the destination
station but adds the suggestion that the box (or pouch) had divisions corresponding to
the issuing stations and that the tickets were returned to those issuing stations. For
the guard to have sorted according to issuing station appears to be impossible, as
there is no way that he would have been able to tell (except by asking the passenger)
where each ticket had been issued! But Wiener does not quote Railway World exactly and
the earlier work gives a further clue as to how the system could have operated in the
sentence “At the end of each passenger’s journey the ticket was placed in a bag by the
guard to be returned, recorded in the books and used again”. If return was to the head
office, and if there was a record held of which station held which ticket numbers, then
an audit check could be completed and the tickets could indeed be eventually returned
to their i1issuing stations. This 1is suggested by Roger Atkinson in Journal of the
Transport Ticket Society April 1971, page 129; regrettably it falls down because it
requires that each issuing station was allocated a unique range of numbers and examples
of No. 17 are known from two different stations. Atkinson also suggests that an earlier
account given in 1965 was wrong.

In that account (page 284/1965 correcting his earlier piece at page 262/1965) P.J.
Baldwin wrote that “A passenger would have the same ticket issued to him regardless of
his destination, but the station name on the ticket would identify the starting point
of his journey. The number of the ticket and the fare paid (and hence the passenger’s
destination) were recorded in a register. The guard of the train carried a collecting
box having separate divisions for each station. After collection of the tickets, they
were returned to the wvarious stations for use again.” The idea that the name on the
ticket was that of the issuing, not the destination, station comes out of the blue and
no authority is given. It seems unworkable, as the guard then has no knowledge of the
passengers’ destinations and is powerless to prevent over-travelling.

However, Mervyn Gibson in Journal for May 1971 (page 167) suggests that the possibility
should not be dismissed too lightly and it could be (although knowing of no proof) that
the booking clerks handed way-bills to the guards in order to provide the necessary
check. Gibson also urged that the files of the Leicester Chronicle for 1832 and a few
further years should be checked.




LEICESTER & SWANNINGTON RAILWAY METAL TICKETS

That has been done, the only relevant point is that the 28 July 1832 issue states “We
understand that the fares mentioned in our last [Glenfield 4d, Ratby 6d, Desford Lane
8d, Mary Lees 104, Thornton and Bagworth 1s] will enable passengers not only to go to
the respective places mentioned, but to return also.” Accepting that this is correct,
then it is not easy to see how it can be reconciled with any of the suggested systems.

I can offer another theory, that the metal tickets were issued at Leicester only, and
that all other travel was dealt with either by paper tickets or without tickets, the
guard simply receiving and recording cash, possibly by completing way-bills. Usage of
the metal tickets then becomes straightforward, on arrival at the named destination
either (if a single journey was being made) the guard collected the ticket and placed
it in the bag for return to Leicester or (if return was intended) the passenger
retained the ticket and handed it either to the guard on boarding for his return
journey or to a collector on arrival back at Leicester. In any event the ticket found
its way back to Leicester for re-use.

If Williams was wrong, and the names on the tickets actually were those of the issuing
stations, then the theory also works in reverse - the tickets were only issued for
journeys to Leicester and were taken back to the respective stations either by the
guard or by a returning passenger and then re-used.

The true method of use will never be known, but the following tickets are recorded.

GLENFIELD RATBY DESFORD

17 Leicester Museum 11 M.G. Stewart 12 D.G. Geldard
23 Midland Railway Study 24 K.E.Smith catalogue
Centre (Roy F Burrows
Collection)

BAGWORTH (also wvalid ASHBY ROAD LONG LANE
at Thornton?)
17 Leicester Museum 4 NRM
3 NRM 22 Williams illustration
15 Leicester Museum
20 NRM

26 Leicester Museum
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The Morecambe Harbour & Railway Company was vested in the North Western Railway with
effect from 29 October 1846, the latter company building the projected line from
Lancaster to Poulton-le-Sands and opening this on 12 June 1848. Poulton was renamed
Morecambe on 1 August 1850 and may have been relocated at the same time. Lancaster was
renamed Lancaster (Green Area) on 1 June 1850 and this name appeared in timetables
until 1 November 1870, when it was changed to Lancaster (Green Ayre).

The NWR itself was authorised to build from a junction with the Leeds & Bradford
Railway at Skipton through to Ingleton and Lancaster. The line from Skipton to
Ingleton was opened for public passenger traffic on 30 July 1849, with intermediate
stations at Gargrave, Bell Busk, Hellifield, Long Preston, Settle and Clapham.

Public services between Lancaster and a temporary station at Tatham Bridge near
Wennington commenced on 17 November 1849, with intermediate stations at Halton, Caton,
Hornby and Wray. A horse bus service was provided between Tatham Bridge and Clapham so
giving a service through to Leeds. A junction line to the Lancaster & Carlisle
Railway's Castle station in Lancaster was opened on 18 December 1849, On 2 May 1850 a
new permanent station opened at Wennington, together with an eastward extension to
High Bentham (also known as Bentham High). The remaining portion from there to
Clapham, on which Low Bentham lay, was opened on 1 June 1850, on which date the
Clapham to Ingleton section and the station at Ingleton were closed and Wray lost its
full service. Through trains were then provided between the West Riding and Lancaster.
Hornby was shown as Hornby for Kirkby Lonsdale in Bradshaw from 1851 to 1863, and a
new station at Claughton opened on 1 November 1851 only to close on 1 August 1853.

Uncertainty surrounds the history of Low Bentham (or Bentham Low), as explained on the
following page. The line to Ingleton and the station there re-opened on 1 October
1861, together with a short extension crossing the River Greta to form an end-on
junction with the Lancaster & Carlisle Railway branch from Low Gill.

Some steamer services were operated from Morecambe from 1850 onwards, although the
railway did not obtain powers for such operation until 1852. The NWR and Midland
Railway jointly established a Morecambe - Belfast steamer service, which operated from
1853 to 1867.

The company was worked by the Midland Railway from 1 June 1852, leased to the Midland
under authority of an 1857 Act (possibly from 1 January 1859) and purchased by it with
effect from 1 January 1871.
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According to page 5 of Donald Binns’ The “Little” North Western Railway (Wyvern
Publication 1982) orders were placed in 1849 for “some Edmondson ticket machines” and
the assumption can therefore be made that edmondson were used from opening.

The Roy F Burrows Midland Collection Trust holds sheets from the NWR train book kept at
Hornby station recording the issue of local tickets on 20 September 1851 (Item 13654),
14 November 1851 (Item 27620), 15 November 1851 (Item 27621) and 29 November 1851 (Item
27544). The reverse of each sheet shows foreign bookings for the previous day.

All sheets have a pre-printed date 185-, those for local bookings show the station list
and possible classes of tickets as follows:

Morecambe 1/2/3* Day 1/2/3
Lancaster 1/2/3* Express 1/2* Day 1/2/3*
Halton 1/2/3*

Caton 1/2/3* Express 1/2*

Hornby amended to:

Claughton 1/2/3% Express 1/2

Wray 172/3

Wennington 142/3% Express 1/2

Bentham, Low 1/2/3 Express 1/2

Bentham, High 1/2/3% Express 1/2*

Clapham 1/2/3* Express 1/2*

Ingleton 1/2/3

Settle 1/243*% Express 1/2%

Long Preston 1/2/3% Express 1/2

Hellifield 1/4273* Express 1/2

Bell Busk 1/2/3* Express 1/2 Day 1/2/3
Gargrave 1/2/3%* Express 1/2% Day 1/2/3
Skipton 1/2/3*% Express 1/2*

Not all of the listed tickets were stocked, those that were have the commencing numbers
shown in manuscript on each sheet (tabulated overleaf) and are indicated by an asterisk
in the above list. Binns records that return tickets were introduced on 2 October
1850.

It is not possible to give an exact printing date for the sheets although in view of
the express and foreign bookings it is tempting to suggest that they were prepared for
1 June 1850 when the line was opened throughout. Mention of day (return) tickets
indicates a later date (if Binns is correct), but this is inconsistent with the
inclusion of Ingleton and Wray as both these stations closed on 1 June 1850 (but see
below) . No tickets to either station are shown as being held. Why no tickets to
Hornby are shown is a mystery; on the three November sheets that name has been crossed
out and Claughton (opened 1 November 1851) written in to the space. The commencing
serial numbers of 02, 00 and 05 for classes 1/2/3 respectively shown on the 14th
November sheet provide reasonable confirmation for this date.

The absence of any tickets to Bentham, Low suggests closure of this station prior to 20
September 1851. It lay between Wennington and High Bentham on the section opened on 2
May 1850, but Quick’s Chronology expresses doubt as to whether a station existed then
or whether there was market use only. It also states that a full service is shown in
Bradshaw for November 1851 and last appears in July 1853, company records showing
closure by 4 August that year.

Difficulties are compounded by a special timetable for a Saturday market service to
Lancaster that appeared in Lancaster Guardian from 1 June to 21 September 1850 and may
have continued for a while thereafter. Not only does this show Low Bentham and Bentham
High but it also gives Claughton (not then open) and Wray (closed for regular traffic)!







































ORDINARY RETURNS

The first type wused, printed by the
Midland and following their style of the
mid-1890s. Conditions R4a are on the
backs.
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The legend (over) on the return half
changed to See back. Conditions R4a
continued. Earliest date seen:

Initial 'O' added in the audit snip to
indicate Ordinary returns. Conditions
R4a continued. Earliest date seen:

Availability added to the outward half.
Conditions R4a continued. Earliest issue
date seen:

Change to single colour card. Conditions
R4a continued. The earliest issue date
seen is:

Conditions moved to the front of the
ticket, the back being blank. Earliest
issue date seen:
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This is not a Midland constituent but as that company supplied its tickets this is the
most logical album for it.

The E&WYUR was principally a mineral line, but from 4
January 1904 ran a passenger service of through trains from Robin Hood to Leeds
(Wellington) via the Midland Railway. This was operated with coaches hired from the

Midland and lasted for only nine months, ceasing on and from 1 October 1904.

Mineral and freight working continued and the company was absorbed into the London &
North Eastern Railway at the grouping on 1 January 1923.
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