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THE DAVID G GELDARD COLLECTION
of BRITISH PRE-GROUPING RAILWAY TICKETS

The collection was started in 1956 and over the years has developed into a specialised collection restricted to tickets
of the British pre-grouping railway companies. For the purposes of the collection the term “pre-grouping” is defined
as:

(a) any company that is listed as a Constituent Company or Subsidiary Company in the First Schedule to The
Railways Act 1921 [11 & 12 Geo. 5, ch. 55];

(b) any company that was a constituent of a company under (a) above;
(©) any railway owned jointly by one or more of the companies under (a) and/or (b) above;
(d) any railway owned jointly by a main line company under (a) above and a company that became part of

the London Passenger Transport Board on 12 April 1933 but only insofar as tickets provided by the main
line company are concerned.

In some isolated instances a company under (a) above supplied another company falling outside the definition with
through tickets onto its own system or onto lines that it worked. These are included in the collection.

The collection is a ‘types’ collection, assembled to enable the student to gain an understanding of the categories of
traffic that a railway company wished to attract, from passengers making a single or return journey at the full
ordinary fare, through the excursionist, the tourist, the workman and those many others entitled to some form of
reduced fare travel, to a dog or article that accompanied a passenger. It includes tickets for omnibus, shipping and
ancillary services operated by the companies.

A types collection traces the development of each category of ticket from its introduction throughout the life of the
company, showing how and why the print format on the tickets was changed. To this end tickets are collected
irrespective of the actual journeys for which they are issued, and no attempt is made to assemble items that represent
all the stations on a given company’s system. No index to the stations represented in the collection has been
compiled but the PDFs are fully searchable and this enables individual stations to be located.

Because of the extensive annotation throughout the collection it is considered to be a unique record of British
railway ticket practice from 1830 to 1923. It is the result of sustained research over a 60 year period during which
much time has been spent with the RAIL records of the National Archives and of the National Records of Scotland.
All known books and other publications dealing specifically with tickets have been read, amongst these specific
mention must be made of the Journal of The Transport Ticket Society and its predecessor organisations. All
significant company histories have been consulted and notes have been taken from all the principal railway
periodicals from the late 19th century onwards.

Most important, however, is the wide range of public and private ticket collections that have been studied and
analysed. The major public collections are those in the National Railway Museum York, the National Archives
(particularly the Hayward collection) and Birmingham Public Library (the Bett collection). Also significant are
holdings of the Bodleian Library Oxford (the John Johnson collection), John Rylands University Library of
Manchester (the Edmondson family collection), London Transport Museum, the Tolson Memorial Museum
Huddersfield (the Jacomb collection) and the Fritz Hellmuth collection at the Deutsches Technikmuseum in
Berlin. Major collections in trust are those of the Great Western Trust (assembled by the late Charles Gordon
Stuart and the late Mike Ogden) and of the Midland Railway Society in the Midland Railway Study Centre at
The Silk Mill Museum of Making in Derby (the Roy F Burrows collection). Over the years more than 60 private
collectors have kindly allowed access to their tickets, many are regrettably no longer with us but I record my
appreciation to them all. Between them, these sources have provided a research base of well over a quarter of a
million tickets.



USING THE PDFs
The PDFs have been compiled using Nuance but are fully readable and searchable with standard Adobe software.
A small glitch is that while reading some volumes a pop-up may appear containing the message “The font ‘Courier’

contains a bad /BBox”. This is due to the sensitivity of the error settings in Adobe reader.

Should this happen simply CLICK OK and carry on as normal.

PAGE FORMS

Company introduction pages

These are provided for most of the smaller companies. Each page includes a map together with historical notes
drawn from the available sources, primary if possible. When sources differ that considered to be the most reliable
is used. Information on station opening and closing dates is taken from Railway Passenger Stations in Great Britain
— A Chronology by Michael Quick (Railway & Canal Historical Society) using the most up-to-date edition at the
time of compilation or amendment. This is by far the most reliable source for such data.

Background information pages

These may be text pages (in a Word document within the volume or as scans) containing background notes designed
to assist understanding of the tickets in the volume, and/or scans of relevant documents.

Conditions of issue (ticket backs) pages

The information printed on the back of a ticket is often essential in placing it in its proper time frame. As appropriate,
therefore, and usually at the start of any volume, one or more pages illustrating ticket backs are included, with each
particular back being given what is for the railway company concerned a unique reference. As each volume is
designed to be self-contained some such pages may be repeated in more than one volume. The references are in the
numeric form ‘n-xxx’ with the ‘n’ prefix designating ticket categories as follows:

1 Ordinary singles (also on some other categories) 6 Workmen’s tickets

2 Ordinary returns (also on some other categories) 7 Free passes; shipping tickets

3 Excursion tickets 8 Dog and article tickets

4 Miscellaneous tickets 9 Supplementary and non-travel tickets
5 Privilege tickets

Ticket pages

Most pages show edmondson or punch tickets together with commentary thereon. Most tickets in the collection are
originals although extensive use is also made of photographs and photocopies. The conditions of issue or other print
on the back of a ticket is indicated either in the commentary or below the ticket at the left hand side thereof, in
either case using a reference as explained in the above section.

If the date of issue is known then this is noted below an original ticket at the right hand side thereof, or below a
copy at the left hand side thereof using the notation dd.mm.yy with the month given in a standard two-letter
abbreviated form no matter how the date is shown on the actual ticket. If a ticket is not dated then “Undated” is
shown and if the date is not fully legible then the abbreviation ‘Illeg’ is used.

When a copy ticket is shown any notation at the right hand side is a source reference and can be ignored.
Whole return tickets are very much more difficult to find than singles and the collection therefore makes extensive
use of severed halves. When two non-matching halves are placed in contact then care has been taken to ensure that

together they illustrate the print layout of a whole ticket even though journey and other details may be inconsistent.

Some pages show paper and large card tickets, including season tickets. Generally speaking these are not
annotated and the backs are either illustrated on the same page or on the immediately following page.
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SOMERSET & DORSET JOINT RAILWAY

The Somerset Central Rly was opened from a junction with the Bristol & Exeter Rly at
Highbridge to Glastonbury on 28 August 1854 with an intermediate station at Shapwick.
Ashcot, Bason Bridge and Edington Road first appeared in the timetable in April 1856,
but in describing the formal opening the Bridgwater Mercury for 24 August 1854 says
"there are halting places where the turnpike roads are crossed, at which we understand
tickets will be issued"; they may thus have been there from the start. Operated as a
separate branch, the Burnham line was opened on 3 May 1858, in which month the Cardiff
Steam Navigation Co began to sail between Cardiff and Burnham. Opening from Glastonbury
to Wells took place on 16 March 1859; Polsham first appeared in the December 1861
timetable although a description of the formal opening refers to a 'neat station' there.

The SCR was worked by the B&ER from opening, but the company took over its own working
on opening a further section from Glastonbury to Cole on 3 February 1862, with stations
at West Pennard, Pylle and Evercreech. On the same day the Dorset Central Rly opened
its line from Cole to Templecombe, with an intermediate station at Wincanton. At
Templecombe there was a spur up to the Salisbury & Yeovil Rly (worked by the London &
South Western Rly) from where reversal into that company's station was effected. The
two stations later became known as Lower and Upper respectively. The SCR's own station
at Highbridge, independent of the B&ER, was opened in May 1862.

The first section of the DCR had opened from Wimborne to a temporary station at
Blandford St. Mary on 1 November 1860, with intermediate stations at Spettisbury and
Sturminster Marshall. This was worked by the L&SWR and it is possible that tickets
carried the DCR title. The Cole - Templecombe line was worked by the SCR as part of its
own system and evidence indicates that tickets for this section carried the SCR title.
SCR (and S&DR) tickets were printed by the Great Western Rly which, at the time, also
printed for the Bristol & Exeter.

The SCR and DCR amalgamated on 1 September 1862 to form the Somerset & Dorset Railway.
The gap between Templecombe and Blandford was bridged on 10 September 1863 (formal
opening 31 August), a new station opening at Blandford to replace the temporary one.
Henstridge, Stalbridge, Sturminster Newton and Shillingstone opened on the same date and
the S&DR began to work its own trains south of Blandford with through running reversing
at Wimborne) over the L&SWR to Poole (Hamworthy). Possibly in the same year Spettisbury
was renamed Spetisbury and Sturminster Marshall became Bailey Gate. The original spur
from Templecombe Lower to the L&SWR was closed in March 1870 and replaced by a longer
one to the west of the S&DR and entering directly into the Upper station. The line from
Evercreech to Bath opened on 20 July 1874, with intermediate stations at Evercreech New,
Shepton Mallet, Masbury, Binegar, Chilcompton, Midsomer Norton, Radstock, Wellow and
Midford. On the same day Evercreech became Evercreech Junction.

An agreement for the line to be leased by the Midland and the L&SW was signed on 1
November 1875, and ratified by an Act dated 13 July 1876. Between those dates the line
was worked by the lessees under a provisional arrangement, and it was probably not until
after the Act that the Somerset & Dorset Joint Rly title came into use. From 1884 to
1888 the S&DJR operated their own Burnham - Cardiff ferry service, using the wooden
paddle steamer Sherbro. Glastonbury first appeared as Glastonbury & Street in the July
1886 timetable, the cut-off from Corfe Mullen to Broadstone was opened for passengers on
1 November 1886. Templecombe Lower station was closed on 17 January 1887, on which date
a low level platform forming part of the Upper station was opened; this saw only
intermittent use until closure on 8 July 1919. The nominally independent Bridgwater
Railway was opened on 21 July 1890 with an intermediate station at Cossington; on the
same day Edington Road was renamed Edington Junction. The line was worked from opening
by the S&DJR as part of its own system. Second class accommodation was abolished on 1
July 1893. Midsomer Norton gained the "& Welton" suffix on 16 October 1898.

The Joint Committee retained its identity at the grouping on 1 January 1923, ownership
passing to the LM&S and Southern Railways on 1 July 1923. The Bridgwater Railway was
absorbed by the Southern although it continued to be worked by the Joint Committee.



SOMERSET & DORSET LINE CONDITIONS
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MIDLAND RAILWAY CONDITIONS ON JOINT LINE TICKETS
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MIDLAND RAILWAY CONDITIONS ON JOINT LINE TICKETS
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ORDINARY SINGLES

Tickets of the original companies. Those for the SCR were printed by the GWR and
presumably supplied via the Bristol & Exeter Rly as the line operators.

The first style of S&DR single, printing by the GWR continued. The backs are blank.
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Miniature repeats of the destination added at the foot of the ticket and conditions 1-
140 printed on the back. The two changes may have been simultaneous and had occurred
by the time the first tickets for the Bath line (opened 20 July 1874) were printed.
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ORDINARY SINGLES

It is not known when the first tickets with the Joint title were printed, although it
is unlikely to have been until after ratification of the lease under the Act of 13 July
1876. Supply by the GW of S&D tickets may have continued for some time although GW
printed tickets with the Joint title could have been used. Eventually the Midland took
over ticket supply. This is the first known Midland type, the format was in use by that
company by June 1878 and there is thus also the possibility that Joint tickets could
have been printed in the earlier Midland format. The backs are blank. .

agly

Title shown in capital letters throughout. The backs are blank. Earliest issue date
seen: Pl

M&Mu&tﬂy mmu
waned subjeet to the & conditions
stated in the Train Bills of the Joint Lioe.

FIRST ___ CLASS. _
B CT s

a GLASTONBURY
o

Via Evercrecch
Glastoabery Glasteabury

R ——

S ..Jﬁ'%’?ﬁ:‘l
Highbndge to
Vl ELLS (8.&0.)

Wells

The Regulation of Railways Act 1889 required that the fare be shown on all ordinary (and
some other) tickets, the compliance date being originally set at 1 July 1890. Some
years prior to this the Midland had started to print the fare on some of their tickets,
centrally below the class, and this may also have happened on the Joint line. The backs
are blank. Earliest issue date seen:

Fare shown at each side of the ticket. This is the last type in which 2nd class tickets
could have been printed. The backs are blank. Earliest issue date seen:
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ORDINARY SINGLES

Conditions changed to refer to the "Time Tables & Bills" of the Joint Line. The backs
are blank. Earliest issue date seen: ¢

In about 1901 the Midland omitted the thin line between the fare and the miniature
repeats from their tickets, which then appeared with a fancy or plain line between the
destination station and the fare or with no line at all. The omission also occurred
on Joint line tickets but later examples of this type are known with a fancy line only.

J.RY, This Ticket is issusd
-nmct 10 ions & Conditions state
® /5o the Tima Tables & Bills of the Joint Lin
xw FIRST CLASS..

Glastonburv&Street tolpd
TAUNTON sicriviase

: 55 Od A FARE 58 Od.

.1ﬁﬁ" b

@ sicd

Serial number added at the left hand end of the ticket. The Midland had used double
serial numbers since the early 1870s and it is surprising that the practice was not
adopted sooner on the Joint line. The tickets are known in two versions, one with a
fancy line between the destination station and the fare and one with no line. The backs
are blank. Earliest issue date seen: L7

@  BOMERSET DORSETS. AL mm
(51.!!1:0 nuu of the Joint
TEIRST____CLASS..

" .

bt Bate w
gﬂi MIDFORD ,
o e o |

Serial number at the right hand side of the ticket shown in positive numerals. From
mid-1892 the right hand serial number on Midland tickets had been shown in either
negative or positive numerals, there was no pattern to this and it was simply a result
of which machine was used for the particular print run. However, care does seem to have
been taken with S&D Joint tickets, with negative numerals used consistently until about
1905/6 and positive numerals used consistently thereafter. The backs are blank.
Earliest issue date seen:
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ORDINARY SINGLES

A general 50% increase in fares was imposed by Order in Council from 1 January 1917.
This was regarded as a temporary measure designed to discourage travel during the First
World War, and tickets continued to show the earlier fares. This situation was finally
accepted as being unsatisfactory and it was decreed that as from 1 April 1920 the higher
fares should be printed on tickets. As these represented the amounts that the passenger

actually had to pay, tickets printed with the new fare were inscribed "Actual Fare".
The backs are blank.

RY. Bis Thokot 3s sasned
e
(SN, PARLIAMENTARY. THIFD GLASS.
| ‘Highbridge w0 0

i‘ﬁ LASTONBURY & STREET >

%mu FARE1/8  ACTUAL FARE mi‘\
L S

From 6 August 1920 there was a further fare increase of 16%%, to 75% above the pre-War
levels. Rather than delay as before, the new fares immediately appeared on all new

tickets, showing the notation "Revised Fare". The new fares remained in force until
31 December 1922. The backs are blank.
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Tickets printed with fares that came into force on 1 January 1923. All later tickets
showed the title as Somerset & Dorset Joint Line. The backs are blank.

e

Child tickets. The backs are blank.

pit —— ———

r "““u e1 uuKse MEL\‘ Fats Ticknt is tssued

tions & Uonditions stated
@ the Time Tablos 4 Bills of the Joint Line |(§'

PARLTAMENTARY. THIRD GUASS.
West PENXARD W

GLASTORBURY & STREET.

— g ———
FARE _ 4%d.
CEHEIXLD




ORDINARY SINGLES -~ BLANK CARD

Conditions changed to refer to the "Time Tables & Bills" of the Joint Line.
o~ are blank. Earliest issue date seen:

The backs

EHSETAMRS‘TJ RY. 'rht-'ncm lmma
he regulations & Comd u,u,od
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’
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Serial number added at the left hand end of the ticket. The backs are blank. Earliest
issue date seen:

BDNERSEMDOHSETJ RY.This Ticket islamed
biect tothe regu'ations & Conditions
L"’ Time Tables & Bills of the Joint {
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Serial number at the right hand side of the ticket shown in positive numerals. The
backs are blank. Earliest issue date seen:
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Actual Fare tickets as printed from 1 April 1920. The backs are blank.

Revised Fare tickets as printed from 6 August 1920.
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ORDINARY RETURNS

Tickets of the original companies. The GWR printed their return tickets in vertical
format until about 1869, showing the serial numbers either at the upper and lower ends
or together in the centre of the ticket. A diagonal red stripe was printed centrally
to mark the line along which a cut was made to bisect the ticket for child issue. The
backs are blank.

R Ml

ot
EXPRESS

SHAPWICK
L

2 to
TEMPLECOMBE
First
o

The first style of S&DR return, printing by the GWR continued. The backs are blank.

Somerset & Dorset
ot avallable by EX P! L]
Templecombe

i TO
WINCANTON
First Class.

Fot Tramaferable.

It is not known when the first tickets with the Joint title were printed, although it
is unlikely to have been until after ratification of the lease under the Act of 13 July
1876. These are early Midland prints, with negative serial numbers at both ends. The
earliest such format had been used by that company from the early 1870s. Conditions
2-120 or 2-125 are on the backs. Earliest issue date seen:




ORDINARY RETURNS

From 15 July 1892 new tickets printed by the Midland had a small serial number on the
return half. Possibly from the same date Joint line tickets showed both stations in
the audit snip rather than only the destination, so making them consistent with Midland
practice. Some such tickets may have had conditions 2-120 or 2-125 but by 1897
conditions 2-130 were in use.

By the end of 1897 the Midland had changed the legend (over) on the return half to See
back. It could be expected that Joint line tickets followed suit but in fact the words
See over were used! On later prints the letter ‘R’ indicating Return was added in the
audit snip. Some tickets were printed without an audit snip, presumably there were

separate print runs of Child tickets for these journeys. Conditions 2-130 are on the
backs.




ORDINARY RETURNS

By mid-1902 the Midland were printing their return tickets on single colour card with
a skeleton ‘R’ overprint on the return half. Several changes occurred later, the
sequence of which has not yet been established. The size of the ‘R’ overprint was
reduced, the word RETURN was added to the return half, See over was changed to See back
and the ‘R’ in the audit snip was changed to ‘O’ for Ordinary return. Different
abbreviations appeared on the title line of the return half although this is unlikely
to have had date significance. Conditions 2-130 continued.
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Actual and Revised Fare tickets introduced from 1 April and 6 August 1920 respectively.
Conditions 2-130 continued.




ORDINARY RETURNS - BLANK CARDS

Although fully printed Midland returns were always in vertical format blank cards were
horizontally printed until about the mid-1890s. Note that blank cards never had an
audit snip; for child issue they were rubber stamped CHILD rather than have a snip
removed.

Later blank cards were printed vertically. These have conditions 2-130 unless otherwise
indicated.
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EXCURSION TICKETS

Tickets pre-dating the joint ownership. Ticket 1088 was allegedly recovered from the
Radstock disaster. Conditions 2-110 unless otherwise indicated.

Joint tickets supplied by the Midland and in the horizontal format used by that

company for all excursion tickets until 1892/3. Thereafter, the Midland itself
continued to use horizontal prints for pre-dated excursions only, but the format was
continued for all S&DbJ excursion tickets. These tickets have a negatively printed

serial number at each end and conditions 2-120 or 2-125.
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EXCURSION TICKETS

Tickets with the left hand serial number appearing in small numerals, the change took
place on Midland tickets from 15 July 1892. Possibly at the same time the conditions

were changed to 2-130.
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Probably around the turn of the century a vertical format was adopted for excursion
tickets. Conditions 2-130 continued.
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EXCURSION TICKETS

In 1902 the Midland simplified their ticket colours, changes in the colours of S&D
excursion tickets may have occurred at the same time. The new tickets carried a
skeleton letter ‘R’ on the return half, on some later tickets this was in a smaller
and more pointed version. Conditions 2-130 continued, these were referred to on the
return half by either “See back” or “See over”, the two forms appear to have been
contemporary.




EXCURSION TICKETS

Continued from previous page; tickets in later colours with a skeleton ‘R’ on the
return half and conditions 2-130.
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CHEAP RETURNS

The backs have conditions 2-130 unless otherwise indicated.
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FORCES ETC SINGLES

The backs are blank unless otherwise indicated.
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FORCES ETC RETURNS

The backs have conditions
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MARKET RETURNS

The backs have conditions 2-130 unless otherwise indicated.
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MISCELLANEOUS - SINGLE COUPON

The backs are blank unless otherwise stated.
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MISCELLANEOUS RETURNS

Tickets with Joint Line conditions.
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MISCELLANEOUS RETURNS

Tickets with Midland Railway conditions.




PRIVILEGE TICKETS
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SPECIAL FARE RETURNS

The backs have conditions 2-130 unless otherwise indicated.
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When the Somerset Central Railway opened its extension from Highbridge to Burnham on 3
May 1858 it also brought into use a line running some 900 ft. beyond the station on a
stone landing slip. On the opening day the Iron Duke sailed from Cardiff to Burnham
and later in the month the Cardiff Steam Navigation Company’s Taliesin commenced a
regular but short-lived service across the Bristol Channel. Between then and 1884
various vessels in different ownership plied between the two ports but in 1884, using
powers granted to the SCR in 1860, the Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway bought the
wooden paddle steamer Sherbro and started to operate the service on its own account.
According to Robin Atthill in The Somerset & Dorset Railway (David & Charles 2™
edition 1985) this was maintained “on and off” until 1888. Passengers were required to
walk along the slip to transfer between the train and the steamer.

As an edmondson, it must be assumed that ticket 869 was issued at the station booking
office at Burnham. There will have been no similar facility at Cardiff, but thin card
tickets were issued on board. The vestige of perforation at the left hand side only of
ticket 8 indicates detachment from a counterfoil in what was probably a stitched or
stapled pad. The back is blank.
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(1)
OC—300 J.—9/18,

South Western & Midland Railway Companies'
Somerset & Dorset Joint Line.

’ () .
No. A/ ) ' 53
Issued at HIGHBRIDGE.

Receipt for Fare for one passenger travelling
without ticket from

BURNHAM to HIGHBRIDGE

for viee versa).
3rd Single. CHILD. Fare 1D

This Excess Note s lssued subject to the Regulations and
Conditions stated in the Train Bills of the Joint Line.

N.B.=This Receipt must not be accepted by a Ticket
Collector in liew of an Ordinary Railway Ticket,

\ 500 L (11b)
S & Do B, 4b.
C—20 L.—4/0.

South Western & Midland Railway Companies’
Somerset R Dorset Joint Line.

wo. Al 2970

Issued at BURNHAM.

Receipt for Fare for one passenjer travelling
without ticket from

HIGHBRIDGE to BURNHAM.
3rd Single. CHILD. Actual Fare

Thiz Excess Note iz issued subject to the Requlations and
Conditions stated in the Train Bills of the Joint Line.

N.B.—This Recelpt must not be accepted by a Ticket
Collector in liew of an Ordinary Railway Ticket,

Je.
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