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TICKETS OF THE MIDLAND RAILWAY
JOINT LINES

VOLUME 3

M.& G.N.J.R.C. CONSTITUENT COMPANIES

LINES WEST

Midland & Eastern Railway
(Bourn & Lynn Joint Railways Committee)
Peterborough Wisbeach & Sutton Railway

Midland & Great Northern Joint Railway

LINES EAST
Great Yarmouth & Stalham Light Railway
Yarmouth & North Norfolk Railway

Lynn & Fakenham Railway
Eastern & Midlands Railway

MIDLAND & GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAYS JOINT COMMITTEE

NORFOLK & SUFFOLK JOINT RAILWAYS COMMITTEE



THE DAVID G GELDARD COLLECTION
of BRITISH PRE-GROUPING RAILWAY TICKETS

The collection was started in 1956 and over the years has developed into a specialised collection restricted to tickets
of the British pre-grouping railway companies. For the purposes of the collection the term “pre-grouping” is defined
as:

€)] any company that is listed as a Constituent Company or Subsidiary Company in the First Schedule to The
Railways Act 1921 [11 & 12 Geo. 5, ch. 55];

(b) any company that was a constituent of a company under (a) above;

) any railway owned jointly by one or more of the companies under (a) and/or (b) above;

(d) any railway owned jointly by a main line company under (a) above and a company that became part of
the London Passenger Transport Board on 12 April 1933 but only insofar as tickets provided by the main
line company are concerned.

In some isolated instances a company under (a) above supplied another company falling outside the definition with
through tickets onto its own system or onto lines that it worked. These are included in the collection.

The collection is a ‘types’ collection, assembled to enable the student to gain an understanding of the categories of
traffic that a railway company wished to attract, from passengers making a single or return journey at the full
ordinary fare, through the excursionist, the tourist, the workman and those many others entitled to some form of
reduced fare travel, to a dog or article that accompanied a passenger. It includes tickets for omnibus, shipping and
ancillary services operated by the companies.

A types collection traces the development of each category of ticket from its introduction throughout the life of the
company, showing how and why the print format on the tickets was changed. To this end tickets are collected
irrespective of the actual journeys for which they are issued, and no attempt is made to assemble items that represent
all the stations on a given company’s system. No index to the stations represented in the collection has been
compiled but the PDFs are fully searchable and this enables individual stations to be located.

Because of the extensive annotation throughout the collection it is considered to be a unique record of British
railway ticket practice from 1830 to 1923. It is the result of sustained research over a 60 year period during which
much time has been spent with the RAIL records of the National Archives and of the National Records of Scotland.
All known books and other publications dealing specifically with tickets have been read, amongst these specific
mention must be made of the Journal of The Transport Ticket Society and its predecessor organisations. All
significant company histories have been consulted and notes have been taken from all the principal railway
periodicals from the late 19th century onwards.

Most important, however, is the wide range of public and private ticket collections that have been studied and
analysed. The major public collections are those in the National Railway Museum York, the National Archives
(particularly the Hayward collection) and Birmingham Public Library (the Bett collection). Also significant are
holdings of the Bodleian Library Oxford (the John Johnson collection), John Rylands University Library of
Manchester (the Edmondson family collection), London Transport Museum, the Tolson Memorial Museum
Huddersfield (the Jacomb collection) and the Fritz Hellmuth collection at the Deutsches Technikmuseum in
Berlin. Major collections in trust are those of the Great Western Trust (assembled by the late Charles Gordon
Stuart and the late Mike Ogden) and of the Midland Railway Society in the Midland Railway Study Centre at
The Silk Mill Museum of Making in Derby (the Roy F Burrows collection). Over the years more than 60 private
collectors have kindly allowed access to their tickets, many are regrettably no longer with us but I record my
appreciation to them all. Between them, these sources have provided a research base of well over a quarter of a
million tickets.



USING THE PDFs
The PDFs have been compiled using Nuance but are fully readable and searchable with standard Adobe software.
A small glitch is that while reading some volumes a pop-up may appear containing the message “The font ‘Courier’

contains a bad /BBox”. This is due to the sensitivity of the error settings in Adobe reader.

Should this happen simply CLICK OK and carry on as normal.

PAGE FORMS

Company introduction pages

These are provided for most of the smaller companies. Each page includes a map together with historical notes
drawn from the available sources, primary if possible. When sources differ that considered to be the most reliable
is used. Information on station opening and closing dates is taken from Railway Passenger Stations in Great Britain
— A Chronology by Michael Quick (Railway & Canal Historical Society) using the most up-to-date edition at the
time of compilation or amendment. This is by far the most reliable source for such data.

Background information pages

These may be text pages (in a Word document within the volume or as scans) containing background notes designed
to assist understanding of the tickets in the volume, and/or scans of relevant documents.

Conditions of issue (ticket backs) pages

The information printed on the back of a ticket is often essential in placing it in its proper time frame. As appropriate,
therefore, and usually at the start of any volume, one or more pages illustrating ticket backs are included, with each
particular back being given what is for the railway company concerned a unique reference. As each volume is
designed to be self-contained some such pages may be repeated in more than one volume. The references are in the
numeric form ‘n-xxx’ with the ‘n’ prefix designating ticket categories as follows:

1 Ordinary singles (also on some other categories) 6 Workmen’s tickets

2 Ordinary returns (also on some other categories) 7 Free passes; shipping tickets

3 Excursion tickets 8 Dog and article tickets

4 Miscellaneous tickets 9 Supplementary and non-travel tickets
5 Privilege tickets

Ticket pages

Most pages show edmondson or punch tickets together with commentary thereon. Most tickets in the collection are
originals although extensive use is also made of photographs and photocopies. The conditions of issue or other print
on the back of a ticket is indicated either in the commentary or below the ticket at the left hand side thereof, in
either case using a reference as explained in the above section.

If the date of issue is known then this is noted below an original ticket at the right hand side thereof, or below a
copy at the left hand side thereof using the notation dd.mm.yy with the month given in a standard two-letter
abbreviated form no matter how the date is shown on the actual ticket. If a ticket is not dated then “Undated” is
shown and if the date is not fully legible then the abbreviation llleg’ is used.

When a copy ticket is shown any notation at the right hand side is a source reference and can be ignored.
Whole return tickets are very much more difficult to find than singles and the collection therefore makes extensive
use of severed halves. When two non-matching halves are placed in contact then care has been taken to ensure that

together they illustrate the print layout of a whole ticket even though journey and other details may be inconsistent.

Some pages show paper and large card tickets, including season tickets. Generally speaking these are not
annotated and the backs are either illustrated on the same page or on the immediately following page.
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Tickets from the former Bourn & Lynn Joint lines continued to be standard GNR prints,
unless to a destination on or via the Midland when they were supplied by that company.
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Except for tickets to or via the GN those from stations on the former PW&SBR section
were printed by the Midland, as were tickets to the Midland from stations Sutton
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ORDINARY RETURNS & OTHERS

Ordinary returns with blank backs or with a local advertisement on the back. Halves
were directionally coloured to the same convention as ordinary singles. Parliamentary
returns are unusual but since they are only known in Edmondson proof form they may not
actually have been brought into use.
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ORDINARY RETURNS
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ORDINARY RETURNS

If the example of the owning companies was followed then while the type shown at the
foot of the foregoing page was current the 7 day availability for journeys over 12
miles will have been increased to 8 days (probably from July 1898), and the 8 day and
1 month (for journeys over 50 miles) periods will both have been replaced from July

1904 by 6 months for all journeys over 12 miles.
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Change to single colour card with a red R overprint on the return half and conditions

changed to 2-220 or, on possibly later prints, 2-227. Tickets in this format were
also printed after the grouping, although higher fares distinguish post-grouping
prints. Availabilities were initially 2 days or 6 months, the longer period being

reduced to 2 months from probably 1 September 1918. Earliest issue date seen:
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EXCURSION RETURNS

Tickets with conditions 3-110.
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TOURIST RETURNS

Tickets with conditions 3-110.

Tickets with conditions 3-120.
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DOG TICKETS




ARTICLE TICKETS

These will have been based on GN practice, which is very difficult to understand;
possible modifications render the M&GN history even more obscure! The commentary
given follows as far as possible that for the GN, but is clearly far from complete.
Railway Clearing House Regulations contained scales of charges for Dbicycles,
perambulators and other articles weighing less than 2 cwt when these were conveyed as
passenger’s luggage. The articles were carried at owner’s risk and their conveyance
was originally regulated by the use of waybills, the use of edmondsons for this traffic
probably commenced in the early 1890s. The charges were based on distance and are
shown as the base charge in the table below.

Prior to 1 March 1917 the rates were applicable to Owner’s Risk carriage only, and
timetables included the notice that Company’s Risk carriage was available at a 25%
surcharge. From that date this was codified and 1lists of specific charges (OR
unchanged but some higher CR possibly altered) were given for both rates, these were
subject to later increases at the dates shown in the table. OR indicates at Owner'’s
Risk and CR at Company’s Risk.

Maximum | Base From From From From
Mileage | Charge | 1 Mar 1917 | 1 Mar 1919 | 15Jan 1920 | 1 Sep 1920
OR OR | CR OR | CR | OR CR | OR | CR
12 6d 6d 8d 1/- | 1/4d
25 9d 9d 1/- 1/8d | 2/-
30 9d 1/- | 1/2d | 1/6d
50 1/- 1/- | 1/3d | 1/3d | 1/6d | 1/11d | 2/3d | 2/- | 2/8d
75 1/6d | 1/6d | 1/11d 3/- | 4/-
100 2/- 2/- | 2/6d | 2/- [2/6d | 3/- |3/9d4-| 4/- | 5/

This was probably the first type used, with conditions with conditions 8-240 on the
back. Most stations may have stocked blank card tickets with no rate shown, larger
stations will have had similar tickets at a range of pre-printed rates following the
base rates set out in the table. Earliest issue date seen:

= xm.a; G N.Jt.Com, Ticket for an Aﬂxctc
?;‘é‘:iﬁ:?é‘kv:‘;?a”;"““tmm‘ U e ap ., uod cwis. ‘,:}.mt
™~ SHERINGHAM to (O ;.
o KlNGSEROSSG N =i
- e I

id by
Bo:  ngClerk ( SEE BACK

After the last type had come into use it would appear that tickets limited to issue for
a bicycle, perambulator or child’s mail cart only were introduced and then used
contemporaneously. These have only been seen in station-to-station format. The charge
was by distance on the same zone scale, and featured prominently in the design of the
ticket. Conditions GN8-250 are on the backs.

Mid. g & N.Joint Co !

15, Ticket, for "“"fcms 0

* PERAMBULATOR an
or GHILI'S MAILCART,

when accompanied
BoOL '1' to %
CROMER BEACH ™

*  SEE CONDITIONS ON BACK. |
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CONDITIONS ON N.& S. JOINT COMMITTEE TICKETS

This ticket is issued by the N. &S, Joizs

e

j-a Rys Committee. It is not, transferable and

%i. 38 issued suhjest to ihe enditions eontained
&

in the Time Bills and Notives of theG.E. By S
the Mil &G N Rys Joint Committes and is only
aveilable to the station te whizh it is iesusd
and if uzed to any other station the passenger
will beve 0 pay the differencs between the
amcunt paid for this ticket and the fare to
gsuch statisn

sous o
Pieng Hi nz.ﬂ
availabie Eo the T
i imsusd, pnd il

The Company and all other Companies over whose s
lines the Artic'e, for which this ticket is isszed,is
conveyed, are nut to be aeld Lizble for any loss of
injury or delay to such Article and the acceptance, .
of this Ticket iz to be taken as conclusive evidence,
of an sgreement to that effect.

4

at

§-4io




ORDINARY SINGLES - M&GN PRINTS

M&GN tickets printed by the Great Northern Railway were used for local bookings on the
northern section from opening on 1 July 1898 until 30 June 1901 and again from 1 July
1904 onwards, for all bookings from northern section stations to and via the M&GN and

for bookings from southern section stations to and via the M&GN until 31 December
1912 .

The earliest tickets had conditions 1-120 on the backs, it 1is noteworthy that the
conditions notice on the front differed from that used on contemporary M&GN tickets.

‘ B

M Norfolk & 5nttr3é§£or%t Rys. Com. )
m MUNDESLEY to 3%

MUNDERLE MUNDESLEY

‘© . KNAPTON & PASTON O

KNAPTON & PASTON — K)APTON &PAMON

SR

SEE CONDITIONS UN BACK.

| FARE4d FIRST GLAZS FARE 4d

Later tickets with conditions 1-130 on the backs.

Norfolk & Suffolk I'nt
LQ Munnzswy-gn-

MUNDESLEY-ON-SEA

&3 NORTH WALSHAM (&

ALSHAM IG.E.) nom

O FARE 2&%2. FIRST GLASS FARE.
SEE CONDITIONS ON.

Korfolk & Suﬂ'olk T n;: Rys. Gommlttse
= MUNDESLEY-ON-SEA to O

NUIDESLBY-OK SEA MUNDESLEY-ON-SEA

mm WALSHAM gam

WALSHAM (M&G.N) NORTH

K orfblk& S\iﬂ'ow ¢ J n

Horfalk & Suﬁ‘olkJ‘nt Rys, Committee.

{(LOCAL) &
thﬁmmsy o
\T)a. w

O FARE b FIRST CLASS FARE o

SEE CONDITIONS OR BACK.
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MISCELLANEOUS SINGLES
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MISCELLANEOUS RETURNS - M&GN PRINTS

& nt R.ys Committee J'nt Rys.Committee
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